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rum talk
By Alfred Segal

MR. HILLEL'S VACATION

Our Mr. Hillel was feeling

hot and angry both. When Mr.

Hillel's wrath gets mixed up with

nud-summer temperature, that's

beat.
Mr. Hillel was mopping his

brow. Contrari-Wise to all his
dignified past he had come to

my desk in shirt sleeves. As far

back as I can remember Mr.
Hillel never before had allowed
himself to appear shirt-sleeved in
public.

Such is Mr. Hillel's reputation

for dignity, that, according to
legend, he always dresses up in
dinner coat and black tie even
when dining in strict privacy at

home with his wife.
"Mr. Hillel, I said, “you look

hot.”
'There's plenty to be hot about,"

he replied.
In case it is necessary to intro-

duce Mr. Hillel (to some new
reader, perhaps) I should say that
Mr. Hillel is my irregular cor-
respondent. He is the Hillel of
the Hillel Widget Corp. When-
ever Mr. Hillel gets tired of gath-
ering in the profits of widget
manufacturing he asks me to let
him write this column byway
of recreation.

This time Mr. Hillel was call-
ing with no recreative purpose.
In fact, he was just back from
his vacation in Michigan where
he has what's called a cottage; in
the city it would be called a
mansion.

“What are you so hot about?”
I asked him.

He replied that he was calling
on me with the sole purpose of
telling me why he is so hot . . .

"I feel too hot to write. I've
come to tell you",

“I needn’t ask whether you
had a pleasant vacation,” I re-
marked with the idea of helping
cool Mr. Hillel off by suggestion.
“The coolness of Michigan, all
that.”

"On the contrary," he replied.
"I didn't feel cool at all. There
was that person from Chicago
to contend with, day after day.
He spoiled it all."

Mr. Hillel had cut his vacation
short to get away from that man
• •

• “I am calling on you for
the purpose of getting him out of
my system. You take him. I
would have suffered a cerebral
hemorhage if I had had him a
day longer.” ,

Yes, all the three weeks he had
in Michigan Mr. Hillel had

been arguing with the man. In
moments when Mr. Hillel was at
Peace in the* cool of the evening
0n his front porch who would
COme along but that man.

He seemed to have taken him-
a mission . . . “Well, Mr.

Hillel, he would say, “have you
fhought about what I was tell-
lng you this morning?”

Mr. Hillel invariably would re-
ply: "And has your heart taken
t 0 itself what I told you?"

H seems, according to Mr.
dlel, that the Chicago man was

a n anti-Zionist who was afraid
° being a Jew in current his-
-or - The Republic of Israel was

(Continued on Page 8)

MBS. ROOSEVELT AND THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

(An Editorial)

The Southern Jewish Weekly has been requested by a
number of readers to take a stand on the current controversy
between Cardinal Spellman and Mrs. Franklin Delano Roose-
velt—as it affects the American doctrine of the separation of
Church and State.

We believe that the following editorial which appeared
last week in the Jewish Examiner is the boldest and most
courageous bit of writing on this bitter subject, and we pre-
sent it to our readers in the spirit of hearty approval:

? ? ? *

In his attack on Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Cardinal
Spellman "blew off his top." It was a bad blunder because
it only served to bring sharply into the open the fallacy of
the Catholic Church's un-American demand for Federal sup-
port of its parochial schools.

The Barden Bill now pending in Congress which precipi-
tated this controversy would spend three hundred million
dollars of public money annually to aid public schools. It ex-
pressly stipulates that private religious schools are not to re-
ceive any share of this public money.

Mrs. Roosevelt is for the Bill, and because she is for it,
the Cardinal denounced her in very intemperate, almost
violent language. She defends the American doctrine of the
separation of Church and State. She believes in the free
public school system which, because it serves children of all
religious faiths, has been the greatest bulwark of this nation
and the mightiest force for democracy.

Nice Deal

The Cardinal is against the Bill because he wants the
general public, consisting of taxpayers of all denominations
to support parochial schools. Nice deal for the Catholic
Church if he can put it over, because that church, having
more parochial schools than all the other denominations put
together would receive more public financial support than
any other Church.

But he can't put it over—until America ceases to be
America!

Neither Protestants nor Jews nor Ethical Culturists ask
for Federal financial support for their church or religious
schools. What right has the Cardinal to demand it?

Any religious school is necessarily a private, exclusive
institution which serves only the children of its own denomi-
nation. Even if the First Amendment of the U. S. Constitu-
tion ("Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion”) did not expressly forbid federal support of de-
nominational religion, why, on logical grounds should a pri-
vate school be entitled to public support? Why should non-
Jews or non-Catholics or non-Protestants be compelled to

support Jewish or Catholic or Protestant private religious

schools? Thomas Jefferson, who was a very religious man,

said, “Almighty God hath created the mind free; to compel a

man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of

opinions he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical.

Fierce Attack

It is interesting to note that Mrs. Roosevelt in her column
“MyDay” did not criticize the Cardinal or his church. She
made mention of him almost meekly when she wrote. The

controversy brought about by the request made by Cardinal
Spellman that Catholic schools should share m Federal aid,

forces upon the citizens of this country the kind of decision

that is going to be very difficult to make.”

Mrs. Roosevelt would have been justified had she said

that the decision is very simple and it is an emphatic NO.

Bui there was nothing in her expression that warranted the

Cardinal's fierce attack on her whom he insuMngiycharacler-

ized as "iqnorant, misinformed, prejudiced and anli-Catholic

and whose statement he stigmatized as unworthy of an

American mother."

Added to that, the Cardinal was emotional, almost hys-

terical in his description of the gory sacrifices made by Cath-

olic boys in the World War, as though Mrs. Roosevelt wanted

to deprive those boys of the privileges of education.

All that she did was to uphold the Constitutional princi-

ple of American democracy under which the children of all

denominations in this country shall continue to receive an

education in public schools supported by citizens of all de-

nominations, or, if they prefer, in private religious schools

paid for by their respective denominational churches.
(Continued on Page Four)
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ISRAELI LEADERS ASK
ZIONIST GROUPS TO MERGE

DRIVES WITH U. J. A.
BY A. SCHWARZ

(Jewish Telegraphic Agency Correspondent)
TEL AVIV (JTA) —The Jewish Agency executive this week

announced its intention to approach major recognized Zionist fund-
raising organizations in the United States with a request that they
consider favorably the idea of conducting a joint campaign with the
United Jewish Appeal in 1950.

The announcement was made
following a two-day conference
attended by all members of the
Israeli Cabinet, all members of
the Jewish Agency executive,
leaders of the Keren Hayesod and
of the Jewish National Fund, as
well as representatives of the
Histadrut, Hadassah, Joint Distri-
bution Committee, United Pales-
tine Appeal, United Jewish Ap-
peal and the Council of Jewish
Federations and Welfare Funds
in the United States. The confer-
ence was devoted to the question

of eliminating multiple fund-
raising campaigns in behalf of
Israel in America.

The conference recommended
the establishment of a licensing

Jewish Broadcast
Slated For Sunday

The Hon. Wayne L. Morse, U.
S. Senator from the State of Ore-
gon, educator and author, will
appear as guest panelist on the
Eternal Light’s new summer se-

' ries entitled, “The Words We
Live By,” Sunday, August 7
(NBC network, 12:30-1:00 PM,
DST), according to an announce-
ment by the Jewish Theological

! Seminary of America under
whose auspices the program is
conducted.

This week’s program, the fifth
in a series designed to explore the
manner in which Biblical ideas
have affected world history and

contemporary thought, will offer
a spontaneous discussion of the
Book of Jonah. The panel, in
addition to Senator Morse, con-
sists of Doctor Judah I. Goldin, of
the State University of lowa, who
is also the moderator; Marie Syr-
kin, who has written and lectured
extensively throughout the Unit-
ed States, and Marvin Lowenthal,
critic and historian. Alexander
Scourby will serve as reader.

Hebrew Union College Gets
Authorization To Issue

Doctor of Philosophy Degrees

CINCINNATI, (JTA)—The De-
partment of Education of the
State of Ohio has authorized the
Hebrew Union College to offer
Doctor of Philosophy degrees for
work done in residence in He-
braic and Cognate studies, it was
announced here this week.

The Hebrew Union College is
the first Jewish seminary in the
United States to offer the Ph. D.
degree. Other degrees awarded
by the college are: Doctor of He-
brew Letters, Bachelor of Hebrew
Letters, Master of Hebrew Let-
ters and Doctor of Divinity.

and control system for organiza-
tions raising funds for Israel in
the United States. It urged the
establishment of a special body in
Israel to determine the validity
of various fund-raising cam-
paigns, to define the minimal op-
erational standards, establish the
financial responsibility of the
agencies engaged in fund-raising

outside of the United Jewish Ap-
peal, and to eliminate overlap-
ping and duplicating agencies.

The conference called on all re-
sponsible groups in the United
States to cooperate with the com-

mittee’s objectives in the licens-
ing and control of fund-raising
groups.

Committee Appointed To Prepare
Program On Checking

Multiple Campaigns

A special committee was ap-
pointed at the conference to for-
mulate a specific program of pro-

cedure for the licensing and con-

trol of multiple campaigns in
America. Several American Jew-
ish leaders who participated in
the conference stressed the fact
that the U. J. A. drive for 1950
may face serious difficulties.
They, therefore, urged the inte-
gration of fund-raising programs
and the coordination and plan-
ning on the part of major recog-
nized organizations which are
conducting independent fund-
raising campaigns in the United
States.

The official statement publish-
ed at the conclusion of the con-

ference emphasized that the par-

ley was called for the purpose of

planning the most effective or-
ganization of fund-raising activi-
ties in the United States, bearing

in mind maximum support of the

United Jewish Appeal. "The con-
ference dealt with the growing

problem of multiple campaigns

for Israel which present a serious
| threat to the U. J. A. in 1950," the
statement said.

The conference acknowledged

that while some campaigns are
being conducted in the United
States by organizations which are
carrying out constructive func-

tions in Israel, many other fund-
raising drives currently under
way in America make no con-
structive contribution to Israel’s
welfare and are detrimental to

the achievement of the most ef-
fective maximum support for the

Jewish state.
The Jewish Agency statement

expressed the hope that Henry

Montor would continue to give

professional direction to the
United Jewish Appeal in 1950.
Mr. Montor, who was one of the
participants at the conference,

left this week by plane for the
United States.


