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AN INVITATION—To Southern Jewry

I At the present time we are busi-
ly engaged in preparing our annual
Rosh Hashonah holiday issue, which
Is coming out on September 23rd,

lust prior to the Jewish New Year.
We are taking this means of inviting
bur readers throughout the South—
Rabbis, religious leaders, laymen,
¦nd publicity chairmen of all Jew-
ish groups—to send us articles for
Ihis special edition. While our col-
umns are always open to everyone,
he are particularly anxious that as
many orouns and individuals as

a"'
gp
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>ossible participate in this year's holiday issue, which we
lope will be even bigger and better than last year's 144-page
edition, which was said by outstanding Jewish leaders to be
the largest weekly newspaper issue ever printed in the South
md one of the finest Rosh Hashonah numbers in the entire
:ounlry.

Our readers are asked to type their contributions and
send them to The Southern Jewish Weekly, P. O. Box 903,
Jacksonville, Fla. We give preference to material received
from Southerners over the wealth of material received from
»ur regular professional newsgathering agencies.

We are grateful to the outstanding leaders who have al-
ready sent in their manuscripts and are looking forward to
the pleasure of printing YOURS. Won't you please send us
your material at your EARLIEST convenience?

§

TISHA B'AV

When the Israeli rabbinate recently declared that Tisha
B'Av, the anniversary of the destruction of both the First and
Second Temples, was to continue despite the reconstruction
of the Jewish national home, it gave expression to a religious
Joint of view. To the pious, orthodox Jew, Jerusalem, natur-

ally, will not have been redeemed until the word of God
again comes forth from the Holy City.

Yet those who do not share the orthodox outlook, or even
they who are not of a religious bent of mind, will not question
the wisdom of the decision, since the destruction of the temple
was as much a cultural and national calamity as it was a
religious catastrophe. To tear such a page as the ninth day
oi Av from the Jewish calendar would be perhaps as great a

jalamity as the chain of events to which it owes its existence.
The rise of Israel will, in time, compel us to revaluate values,
to change directions, to modify customs and to readorn tradi-
tion and legend. To deny this would be tantamount to say-
ing that the great historic events generated by the existence
of Israel are to have no effect on our Jewish way of life. But
it would be folly to assume that the effect of the existence of
3 Jewish state will be to completely divest us in time of the
traditions and observances which alone spared us from the
fate that had befallen other peoples in the past two thousand
years.

Tisht B'Av marks a great catastrophe in Jewish history.
That we survived it is not only a tribute to our spirit of
tenacity but to our profound faith and hope. It is no mere
accident that the Sabbath after Tisha B'Av is known as the
Shabbat Nahamu," the Sabbath of consolation and comfort.

is it a mere coincident, as Talmudic tradition has it, that

[n the day the Temple was destroyed the Messiah was born.
(Nathan Ziprin)
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UNITING THE
DIFFERENT
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

The Mosheach has arrived. I
know this will surprise many.
They have read nothing about it
in the newspapers. Apparently
he gave the reporters the slip.
They probably would have been
down in full force taking pictures
of the donkey on which he arriv-
ed and saying: "Mosheach, how
about a little smile?" He didn't
want the notoriety—so he showed
up in the midwest, far from
newsy busy bodies. He showed
up in Minneapolis.

How do I know this?
I'lltell you. I've just been at a

little summer place near Minne-
apolis, where I saw Christian and
Jewish children, children of the
Mosaic persuasion and Presby-
terians, Episcopalians, Methodists
and Baptists, both hard and soft
shell Baptists, Gentiles and Jews,
whites and blacks, all join in
singing Hebrew songs. And what
song do you think they sang
most frequently? Nothing less
than the 123rd Psalm.

“How sweet and pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in
unity.”

And they sang it in Hebrew
too. They sang other Hebrew
songs too—much better than I
could sing them and I have had a
life long practice. These Christ-
ian young people had been at the

Hebrew only a week. But above
all, what pleased me, is that
they seemed to delight in the
songs. And they danced the hora
too; I can't dance that yet al-
though I've been a Zionist since
William Jennings Bryan ran for
President and somebody blew up
the battleship Maine.

Where was all this?
Well, it's all a part of an exper-

iment arranged by the Anti-
Defamation League of Minneap-
olis and various Christian church
organizations there.

Minneapolis for some time had
the reputation of being one of the
sore spots of the country as far as

anti-Semitism was concerned.
Carey McWilliams in his book on
the subject called Minneapolis

“the capital of anti-Semitism.”
So it was worth while attempt-

ing something there. The Minne-
apolis experiment took the form
of inviting some half a hundred
young people, of the churches

and the synagogues, white and
black, to participate in a week's

encampment. During this week,

the young people listened to ex-

planations of the Christian faith

by selected church ministers, and

a rabbi lectured on Judaism. The
young people asked questions,
voiced their own opinions, played

and sang together—and it's ex-

pected that they will venture

forth as a kind of leavening in-
fluence in tolerance in the com-
munity.

From one standpoint, it re-
minded me of an old friend of
mine who had dreams of getting

rich by the manufacture of what
he called a “mezuzafix,” a com-

bination of the symbols of both
church and synagogue.

Can antagonistic dogmas be

brought together without one or

the other surrendering its ident-
ity? On the surface, this would

seem unlikely.

But there is of course the off-
setting factor, that in the realms

of ethics, which supposedly is the

vital part of religion, church and
synagogue profess a common aim.

For all of the rocks and boulders
and thorny things in the way, it
seems to me these kind of ex-

periments are very much worth-

while. Perhaps in the deeper

(Continued on Page Six)

IS LAND IN SIGHT ?

Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW ISSUES
American Jewry is in for a most inter-

esting season of lively discussion on in-
ternal Jewish affairs . . . Primarily on
affairs concerning fund-raising in this
country for various causes in Israel . . .

Will the Hadassah agree to go out of the
business of campaigning and strengthen
the United Jewish Appeal in 1950? . . . Will
the Gewerkshaften Campaign for Labor
Israel agree to do it? . . . Will other major

Zionist groups abolish their separate fund-raising drives in
order to give combined support to the United Jewish Appeal?
. . . These questions will now be discussed for weeks and
weeks at public gatherings and by each of the involved organ-
izations .

. . you will hear many arguments for and against
a merger of all Zionist drives with the United Jewish Appeal.
. . . However, the most important is the fact that the Israeli
Government and the Jewish Agency executive seem to favor
such a move . .

. And they are certainly eager to put an end
to the less important multiple campaigns for Israeli which
have been growing during the last two years in the United
States . . . Need one doubt the fact that the Hadassah will
not yield its position and will reject any plan, this year, to
amalgamate its fund-raising activities with the United Jewish
Appeal? . . . What may happen a few years from now, when
the Hadassah work in Israel will, in the normal course of
events, be taken over by the Israeli Government’s health
department, is a different story ... As to the Gewerkshaften
compaign which is being conducted in this country on behalf
of the Histadrut, it stands to reason that the leaders of this
campaign which is being conducted in this country on behalf
is nevertheless, certain: the smaller fund-raising drives for
Israel, which flourished during the past two years, will have
little chance in 1950 . . . Greater coordination and control in
this field is the order of the day.
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