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The flag is restored to its

place high above the grand*
stand where the president of
the State of Israel enters.
The crowd rises as he takes
his seat. Now the photo-
graphers scurry about like
mad ants, aiming their cam-
eras, ducking so they won't
get into each other's way . . .

taking pictures as they lie
flat on their stomachs or
brave the tanks in the service
of news. The order of the
day is read, and then the
Prime Minister speaks. "B.
G.". as his fellow countrymen

sometimes refer to him,

stands erect, holding a small
piece of paper in his hand. He
does not come close to the
microphones ... he uses no
gestures. He speaks slowly,
with measured tones, and,

with a sense for the dramatic,
spacing his words and phras-
es carefully. His famous bush
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white hair waves about wild-
ly in the wind. There is no

applause when he ends .
. .

only quiet acceptance of his
sober statements that Israel
had to fight its way into ex-

istence and is still surround-
ed by hostile nations.

•** * #

There is applause for the
men who receive the first
decorations given by the Is-
rael Army. Seven stand in a
row . . . some dressed in
khaki . . . some in white . .

.

all with the open collar and
rolled-up sleeves which the
Israeli soldiers wear even on
parade. Twenty is the young-
est, twenty-five the oldest.
One walks with a cane as he
follows his comrades up to
the stand to receive his deco-
ration. One has no legs left
on which to walk. The chief
of staff comes to him. The
crowd watches quietly as
parents climb up slowly to
receive decorations for some-
one they had hoped would be

I alive today. A blonde girl in
her teens receives a medal
for her brother.
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The parade begins. The
soldiers march, their arms
swinging wide. Their steps
are not exaggerated, as in
many European parades, but
they march in perfect rhythm
and unison. Three companies
of Druzes and Circassians in
their colofrul uniforms and
headdress are greeted with
tremendous appleause. White
gleam the uniforms of the
ncval unit . . . the nurses
march as smartly as the girls
from the signal corps with
their walkie-talkies. The Cal-
vary prances on nervous
horses . . . one in dance step
like a circus horse. Lumber-
ing mules carry heavy equip-
ment . . . trotting patiently
and out of step. On trucks,
in their cages, there comes a
whole regiment of carrier
pigeons . . . guarded by sol-
emn-faced soldiers . . . and
the Israeli behind me explains
to the voluble and apprecia-
tive American lady these are
"not kitchen pigeons, but post
pigeons". There are ambu-
lances, military police with
sticks shaped like baseball
bats . . . camouflaged trucks
. . . a portable dental unit . . .
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ing a 50-acre lake for boating and
swimming. It is fully equipped
with tennis courts, swimming

pool, adequate' housing facilities
for the staff and guests, mess hall

office, social hall and library,

spacious terraces and comfortable
bunks for the campers.

We sincerely hope that you

will be able to be with us and
enjoy the cool invigorating cli-
mate and the stimulating experi-
ence of being a part of this pos-
itive and creative Jewish atmos-

phere.
Sincerely yours,

Miriam Freedman
Brandeis Camp Institute
Committee

and then, possibly never be-
fore seen in an Army parade:
a crane, plow and tractor, all
on jeeps, parading by . . . per-
haps to illustrate an old bibli-
cal verse prophetic of peace
... or perhaps merely giving
credit to tools that build roads
to reach military objectives.

* :<e * *

Still more soldiers . . . their
shirts soaked with perspira-
tion . .

. some riding, 'sitting
erect and clinging to guns . . .

sometimes a whole jeepload
of men, among them one girl
. . . a Palmach veteran . . .

:)< * * *

At last . . . there's an emp-
ty stadium of yellow sand,

with the flags in the colors
of peace still waving in the
wind . . . and the brightly
colored war emblems reflect-
ing the hot sun.
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CHILDREN’S CAMP IN CATSKILLS IS MELTING
POT FOR DP AND U.S.-BORN YOUNGSTERS

____________
——————

Displaying implements used by early pioneert (the original DP*
of this country), Elias A. Cohen, member of the Board of Director*
of HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) explains the American
heritage to a group of children, many of them newly-arrived immi.
grants: Mr. Cohen annually provides summer vacations for hun-

dreds of children, a good percentage of them immigrants, at Tran,

ouillity Camp in the Catskill Mountains, near Earlton, N. Y. Thus

thousand-acre camp, one of the first kosher camps of its kind, wa*

established by Mr. Cohen 31 year* ago to afford, for children who
required it, recreation, physical training, instruction in citizenship

and Integration into American life, and above all to be a meeting

place where immigrant children can mix with American-bom
youngsters of their own ages. Newly-arrived children are reconv-

mended for Vacations at Tranquillity Camp by organizations such

as HIAS.
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