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By Etbej «Teddy” Moscovitz

This could have been an inter-
view with an American pioneer
concerning the founding of Zip-
pori, the first collective settlement
to be founded in Israel by Gen-
eral Zionist youth of America.
Instead it is the story of a dilem-
ma.

The erection of two pre-fabri-
cated houses on a barren hilltop
in ancient Galilee marks a dram-
atic moment. Here was a historic
first, and the Southern Jewish
Weekly considered itself fortun-
ate that it was able to obtain a
first hand account of the Ameri-
can pioneering effort from Irvin
Slott of Jacksonville, former ex-
ecutive member of, Plugat Aliyah,
the instrument for the General
Zionist Chalutz movement. But
more significant, Slott is one of
the founders of Zippori.

The romance of the new colony
has been described by others.
Heidy Mayer, a former Jackson-
ville girl, was in Israel for the
ceremonies and did a beautiful
job of reporting the event, but
Irv Slott brings another interpre-
tation. Actually, Slott is not a
reporter. He is a creator, and
Zippori is of his hand.

Irv brought to our interview a
typewritten account of the work
and planning that went behind
Zippori. I carried with me a
written report of the repudiation
by Daniel Frisch, of the Zionist
Organization of America, of the
entire chalutz movement in the
United States.

It is ironic that at the great
moment in Zionist history when
American General Zionists can
hail the dedication of a group of
its young people to the upbuild- i
ing of Israel, the executive sees j
fit to withdraw the support of his j
organization from the Chalutziut'
Commission, and to leave the ¦
Zippori project dangling for want
of financial assistance.

There is no doubt Zippori will
survive. It will be built with or
without the aid of the ZOA, al-
though it is true that the Plugat
Aliyah colony is in great need of
organized American support. But
it is also apparent that the ZOA
is in far greater need of the moral
strength it gathers from the ef-
forts of the Plugatniks in this
country and in Israel. The Gen-
eral Zionist membership is aware
of the impact of Mr. Frisch’s ac-
tion and evidence of rebellion has
l.ot been slow in forming.

So instead of an interview I
find myself once more reporting
a controversy over Zionist head-
quarters, rather than achievement
on the General Zionist scene.

The significance of the conflict
was apparent in the two reports
Irv Slott and I discussed. The
first was a manuscript on Zippori
which Irvin had written. It had
been returned to him by a Zionist
paper for further fill-ins on per-
sonalities to give the article
color. That was a hard job for
Slott, for there are no personali-
ties in Zippori. There is no room
lor them there. To Slott the
settlers are the chevra, and each
one is as important as the next
one. There is, however, a monu-
ment to persons in Zippori. It is
one in memory of the sixteen
Sabras of the group who fell in
battle last year. These are the
ones of which you write, and
these also in a group. They are
“the sixteen.”

The second report dealt with

the Plugat Aliyah-ZOA problem.
Here definitely appeared a per-

sonality—one man, Daniel Frisch.
Here one man makes a decision

for a group when he arbitrarily

announced that the Z. O. A. has
completely withdrawn its support
of the General Zionist Chalutziut
Commission and of Plugat Ali-
yah. Os this Plugat Aliyah says:
“Thus the ZOA, to all intents and
purposes, has negated the classic
Zionist principle of encouraging

Jewish Youth to go to Israel to
settle on the land . . . This action
definitely breaks away from the
established chalutziut program
re-endorsed at the last ZOA Na-
tional Convention and is in direct
opposition to the expressed needs
of the State of Israel, which needs
trained chalutzim to settle on the
land now more than ever.”

Irv showed us moving pictures
of the opening ceremonies of
Zippori. It was a home made
movie. There really wasn’t very
much to see: two very small
wooden frame houses on a barren
hill; a group of perspiring men
and women. There were a row
of Israel flags blowing in the
breeze. There was magic in the
breeze; it seemed to blow straight
from Galilee to the projection
room in Jacksonville’s Eastman
Kodak’s building. It seemed to
bring with it the eloquence of the
ceremony, an eloquence that
came not from the speakers but
from the treeless hills, the frame
building and the faces of the sa-
bras who have joined with the
Americans in the formation of
the colony.

“There is a distinctive American
flavor to Zippori,” Slott explain-
ed. “It is the only colony in Is-
rael where there is no definite
political, ideological or religious
leaning decided upon by the set-
tlers. In Zippori you can vote
any ticket you like. You can fol-
low any type of religious worship
you like and your philosophers
are of your own choosing.”

I thought of Mr. Frisch’s idea
of what should be the American
contribution to the Israel scene.
It seems that Mr. Frisch said
something like this: life in Israel
must mirror life in America .

.
.

Since the little business man is
the backbone of American life
then it is business enterprise that
the Z. O. A. should support .

. .

even if we have to forget reclaim-
ing the Negev we must help the
little business man in Israel . . .

Since Frisch has been in office
he has not called one executive
meeting. No one has been able
to reach him for a direct state-
ment. All announcements have
been made through his executive
secretary.

I had hoped it would not be
necessary to print this article in
this manner; that there would be
a corrective statement made by
the ZOA executive. However, it
is quite apparent that the situa-
tion is going from bad to worse.
With the open rebellion of such
former staunch supporters of
Frisch as the Brooklyn Zionist
District it is certain that there
will be changes made in the na-
tional office. How and when I
have not discerned. In the mean-
time while General Zionism is
floundering in this country, a
group of 40 young American boys
and girls and the sabras who have
joined the colony are waiting for
help in Zippori from their
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friends. By the time this is writ-
ten they will probably have been
joined by twelve additional Am-
ericans.

Os the settlement, Slott writes:
“There is much work to be done
and the bulk of it falls upon the
shoulders of the young American
and Sabra (native born) settlers.
They envision the valley fertile
and productive with fruit orch-
ards, vegetables and milk, pro-

ducing grain, surrounded as it
was two thousand years ago by

beautiful soil-holding forests . . .

“There are two great needs fac-
ing the settlement —the first is
people. In order to develop the
valley and produce food for the
country, hundreds of people will
have to settle in Kvutzat Zippori.
Pioneers are few and there are
more lands to be settled. The
new immigrants have not the
physical or mental strength to do
this. But once a settlement is
established they can be absorbed
and their lives remade normal
and productive. The country has
been founded in order to absorb
them and the valley is waiting

for their willing hands.

However, the hands are not
enough. Unless there are tools
and machinery for these hands;
unless there is pipe to bring the
water for intensive cultivation of
the soil; unless there are facili-
ties, the resources of the valley
will not be utilized.

“The pioneers and the new im-
migrants are ready to work, but
upon America is the responsibil-
ity for providing the equipment.
Together, we can build Zippori as
a vital part of Israel.”

The challenge is here. It comes
from the heart of 40 young pion-
eers who make every American
proud that it mirrors the spirit of
cur democracy. It is this spirit
that enables men to walk upright
and with dignity and has enflam-
ed the Zionist will in this country
rather than a desire to encourage
the pushcart peddlers who stand
three abreast on the streets of
Haifa and fight over customers.

This about face in the ZOA
policy is nasty business. It would
have been much nicer not to have
written about it, and to have
waxed poetic over the Plugat
Aliyah colony on a hill surround-
ed by friendly Arabs near ancient
Nazareth.

Some day maybe this too will
come to us.

Use Koch To Be
Rearrested On
New Charges

FRANKFURT (JTA)—Frau Use
Koch, wife of a commander of
the Buchenwald death camp and
a notorious war criminal in her
own right, will be arrested on
new charges when she is released
from the women’s prison at Augs-
berg on October 17, U. S. Army
officers said this week. The new
charges against Frau Koch have
not yet been disclosed.

The 43-year-old war criminal
was originally sentenced to life
imprisonment for her part in the
torture and murder of Buchen-
wald prisoners, but her sentence
was later reduced by Gen. Lucius
D. Clay, then American com-
mander in Germany, to four
years. The public uproar over
+ he reduction of sentence of the
woman, who had been charged
with ordering prisoners murdered
so that she could use their tat-
tooed skins as lampshades and
book covers, finally forced a Sen-
ate investigation of the Army’s
actions.
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Shall Dwell In Booths' 9

Children of the Mosad Techlyah, near Tel Aviv, Israel prepare the traditional
Succah as the Feast of Tabernacles approaches. These youngsters are among
thousands of Youth Aliyah children now being cared for by the 48 projects
of the Mizrachi Women’s Organization of America, major women’s religions*
Zionist group in the U.S.

Israel Will Never Abandon
Jerusalem, Acting President

Os Jewish Stale Says
JERUSALEM (JTA) —Acting President of Israel Joseph Spring

said this week that Israel will never abandon Jerusalem. He made
this pledge at a reception tendered by the municipality at which a
plea for active Knesset aid in transferring the capital of Israel to
Jerusalem was made by acting Mayor Reuven Shraibman.

Nathan Friedman-Yellin, Stern-
ist leader and Knesset deputy,

said this week: “There will not
be any foreign rule in Jerusalem.”
In a statement to the press he
warned that the Sternists would
“mobilize their ablest people” to
fight against any internationaliz-
ation of Jerusalem. He also
voiced opposition to interna-
tionalization of the Holy Places,
maintaining that the Israel Gov-
ernment could protect them ade-
quately.

(In Washington, Peter Bergson
(Hillel Kook), Terut deputy in
the Knesset, who was the guest
of honor at a luncheon tendered
by members of the U. S. Senate,
this week told the Senators that
all Israel political parties are in
agreement on the issue of Jerusa-
lem. He added that no one in
the Jewish state will tolerate in-
ternational rule of Jerusalem.
Senators Guy Gillette and Elbert
Johnson were hosts at the lunch-
eon.)

Jewish War Veterans
Parade To Be Led

By Irishman

MIAMI BEACH, (JTA) -

The parade to be staged at
the national convention of

Jewish War Veterans here
next week will be led by

Thomas J. Kelly, who was

appointed honorary grand
marshal of the march. The
annual St. Patrick’s Day par-

ade last spring was led by

Marcie Lieberman, a Jew,
who at that time was mayor

of Miami Beach.
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