
Friday, October 28, 1949 THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

Dropped From
A Plane

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

We were sitting in the railroad
station. He looked at me and I
looked at him. We said nothing.
We sat about five minutes longer
and he looked at me again; kept
looking at me.

He had a look something like
the ancient mariner —a long
beard and a glittering but sad
eye. I saw he wanted to talk, so
I said:

‘‘Waiting for the train to Chi-
cago?”

“Yes,” he said, “but—”
“But what?” I asked.
“Well, it won’t be like the trip

I just had.”
“What trip did you just have?”

I asked.
“A month ago,” he said.
“Yes?” I said.
“You wouldn’t believe it,” he

said.
“Why wouldn’t I believe it?” I

asked.
“Itsounds fantastic—l can’t be-

lieve it myself,” he said, “but
there it was.”

“What was?” I said.
“It’s a long story,” he said.

“Have you got time?”
I said: “It will be thirty min-

utes before the train comes —go
ahead.”

“Allright,” he said. “I was in
Paris. I was walking along the
sti’eet and I came to an airport.
A lot of airplanes and I got cur-
ious.

“You know how airplanes are,
flying like birds, you get curious.
So I stopped and looked at all
these airplanes And then what
happens. I think I’lltake a look
inside of one. It was on the
ground. I walked in. I had
hardly gotten in when the air-
plane started rising. Sure enough,
in front of me was the pilot tak-
ing off. I screamed at him. He
looked around and saw me, but
continued to go on.

“I said to him, ‘Look, let me
off.’

“ ‘What did you get on for?’ ”

he asked.
“I didn’t know it was taking

off,” I answered.
“ ‘Well, how about a free

ride?’ ” he asked.
“Afree ride,” I said.
“ ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘I am going to

Italy. If you want to, you can
come along. I will bring you
back tomorrow.’

“It sounded nice to me, a free
ride to Italy, so I said: ‘Why
not?’

“ ‘All right, sit down here be-
side me and get comfortable,’
said the pilot who was a nice
fellow.

“We flew along for four or five
hours. Then something happen-
ed.”

“ ‘Oh! Oh!’ said the pilot, ‘I
think we’re in for some trouble.
Better get that parachute. I
think we’ll have to bail out.’

“I was frightened out of my
wits.”

“‘Don’t be scared,’ he said, ‘just
put it on, (he showed me how)

and jump out, count ten, and
open it like an umbrella.’

“ ‘Jump,’ he shouted, ‘or you’re
a goner!’

“What could I do? I jumped.
“My parachute seemed to float

me along instead of taking me
down at once. A wind had arisen

and was carrying me along.

After some time, I landed.
“Where was I?” I wondered.
“I saw I was near a city. I

could see some fairly tall build-

ings from the distance. I walked
until I came to the city.

“What city is this, what coun-

try is this?” I asked myself.

“Ilooked for a telephone booth.
(Continued on Page Seven)
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Jewish DP's Resettlement- Program In Making

American Jewish community leaders will gather in ten
key cities throughout the nation within the next two months
to blueprint the largest resettlement program affecting Jew-
ish DPs in the history of our country.

Under the auspices of United Service for New Amer-
icans—the agency of the $250,000,000 United Jewish Appeal
devoted to the reception and resettlement in this country of
Europe’s Jewish DPs—the Jewish leaders will come to grips
with a problem whose solution can no longer be delayed.

After a slow start due primarily to administrative ob-
stacles, the DP Act of 1948 has begun to function more smooth-
ly and Jewish DPs are reaching our shores in increasing num-
bers. By the end of 1949, for example, the number of Jews
reaching the United Stales, including both DPs and regular
quota immigrants, will be at least 39,000 and possibly more.
This rate of Jewish immigration is expected to continue for
the first six months of 1950 and very likely even beyond.

This does not mean that the situation is ideal. Far from
it. Thousands of Jews who wish to rebuild their lives in Am-
erica are still stranded in Europe’s dismal DP camps because
they are ineligible for admission to the United States under
existing legislation. It is to be hoped that their plight will
receive more sympathetic attention in 1950.

But what of the 39,000 who will have arrived by the end
of this year and the substantial number already scheduled to
enter the country by the middle of next year? Many will
find their integration into the American way of life facilitated
by friends and relatives. The successful resettlement of
those with neither friends nor relatives here willbe a respon-
sibility and obligation which United Service for New Ameri-
cans can assume and carry out only with the complete cooper-
ation of every Jewish community in the United States.

American Jewish communities, regardless of how taxed
their refugee programs may now be, must be prepared to ex-
tend a helping hand to every Jewish immigrant who requires
assistance. Communities must be ready to accept increased
responsibilities for the U. S. N. A. resettlement program in
the United States. The American Jewish people as a whole
will be watching the deliberations at the ten U. S. N. A. re-
gional conferences with unprecedented interest. For the fate
of thousands of Jews, whose reclamation has unfortunately
been delayed too long already, will be at stake.
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Discrimination Against Jewish Professionals

Our attention has been called to

the fact that a Phi Beta Kappa grad-
uate of Jewish faith at the Univer-
sity of Florida has been refused
admission to 32 medical colleges to
which he has applied for training.
These discriminatory admission pol-
icies of medical schools have long
been a disgrace to our present day
civilization, especially with the
shortage of physicians throughout
the nation. With another war pend- I*.:*'•iv"-*

.'.v.ji

ing, this practice may lead to
thousands of deaths from insufficient doctors to care for
patients.

We have just received a report from Walter Duckat, an
expert on vocational guidance, who has some interesting ob-
servations to make on professional college training. Says
Duckat:

Our colleges are bursting at the seams with about 2.500,-

000 students. According to figures of the B'nai B'rith Voca-
tional Service Bureau about nine percent, or approximately
200,000 of them are Jews.

What is the job outlook for these millions now enrolled
and the additional youngsters in high school who have set
their hearts upon professional careers? What are the pros-
pects for our Jewish youth who have long looked toward
the professions for their careers? Will the professions and
private industry be able to absorb them?

Jews have long had a penchant for the learned profes-
sions. In the Middle Ages the illustrious Maimonides, Nach-
manides and Yehudah Halevi were all rabbis and distinguish-
ed physicians.

Colleges have rather consistently proclaimed that a col-
lege education always pays off. There is considerable doubt
about this assertion. Undoubtedly for some fields such as
professions, college training is essential. In many business
organizations, too, college graduates are preferred. But jobs
lequiring college training constitute less than ten percent of
the jobs in the country. There are vast areas of commerce,
business, skilled trades and personal service occupations
where a college degree is not necessary and may even be a
disability. And as for the myth that a college diploma is
always a financial asset, we need only point to the fact that
the average earnings of truck drivers exceed that of the aver-
age college professor.

The number of persons employed in professional voca-
tions, however, is continuing to rise. According to the U. S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, while in 1940 there were 3.3
million such persons, in 1948 their number had grown to over
four million constituting about seven percent of all gainfully
employed workers in the U. S. In 1960, their number is ex-
pected to swell to about five million.
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