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QUESTION: What is a "Mee
Shebayrach?" (K. C., Macon. Ga.)

ANSWER: “Mee Shebayrach” is
the colloquial name for the bless-
ing which is given to the person
who comes forth to make bless-
ings over the reading of the
Torah. The term is taken from
the first two words of the text of
the blessing, which reads: “May

he who blessed our forefathers
...” Upon special occasions
this blessing is recited for a sick
person, for a woman who has just
given birth, for a Bar-Mitzvah,
for a new-born child, for a groom,
for a bride, for the people whom
the particular person wishes to
bless after offering charity, and
at least once a week, on the Sab-
bath, for the entire congregation.

* * * *

Question: What is the origin
and the reason for this blessing?

ANSWER: A number of inter-
esting theories are advanced for
this type of blessing. In medie-

val times in France it was the
custom for the reader to bless the
last reader of the Scroll with the
exclamation “Chazak” which
means “be strengthened.” This
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is said to have been carried over
from the days of Joshua who was
commanded not to allow the Holy

Scroll to be removed from his
possession. After he finished it,
the Lord said to Joshua, “Chazak”
—“be strong.”

He who came forth to make
blessings over the Torah, in
earlier days when all could read
Hebrew, would be the actual
reader. To him, like Joshua, the

blessing “Chazak” was offered.
Later, it became customary to

make this a universal matter and
bless each one who came up to

the scroll. Today there are many

different systems by which these
blessings are invoked. Their com-
mon denominator is the fact that
when the Scroll is withdrawn
and seen in the presence of the
congregation it is the proper time
to invoke blessings upon those
who need and those who deserve

them.

Unesco Decides To Include
in Exhibition Documents

Emancipating French
Jews in 1791

PARIS (JTA)—The U. N. Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, acting on a sugges-

tion from the cultural department

of the World Jewish Congress,

has decided to include the 1791
decree for the emancipation of

French Jews in its exhibition of
historic documents dedicated to

the development of human rights.
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COUNCIL STUDENT FROM ISRAEL

r

Mrs. Hilda Alexander-Katz, Director
of the Social Department of Haifa Mu-
nicipality, Israel, has arrived in the
United States on a scholarship fur-
nished by the National Council of Jew-
ish Women, and will attend a one-year
specialized administrative training
course at Western Reserve University's
School For Applied Social Science in
Cleveland, Ohio.

In Haifa, Mrs. Alexander-Katz super-
vises the efforts of 25 assistants who,
during the past year, handled 8,000
cases and established the first social
work group in Israel for Arab citizens.
Her work in this expanded program
will be facilitated by her training in
this country. She is the 48th student
to he aided by the Council.

Hadassah Raised
Total of $9,443,186

During Past Year

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA)—A

total of $9,443, 186 was raised by

Hadassah during the past year, it
was revealed this week at the
35th annual convention of the
women’s Zionist organization of
America by Mrs. Abraham Tulin,
national treasurer. The sum rep-
resents an increase of more than
$500,000 over the sum obtained
during the previous year.

Israel Consul-General for the
West Coast Reuvon Dafni, ad-
dressing the delegates, said:
“With the aid of Jewish commun-
ities in all parts of the world in
the absorption of newly-arrived
immigrants, we can be on our
feet in record time and will be-
come a living example for all
mankind of what can be done in
the way of progress when mod-
ern technology and the prophetic
belief of the possibility of achiev-
ing justice and peace in our time
join hands.”

Bavarian Parliament To
Consider Indemnification
For Prisoners Sterilized

By Nazis

FRANKFURT (JTA)—In order
to complete the indemnification
of Nazi persecutees, the Social
Democrats this week introduced
a measure in the Bavarian legis-
lature to indemnify former
religious, racial and political
prisoners of the Nazis who were
sterilized. The measure will be
taken up in the forthcoming par-
liamentary session.

i
Rabbi Appointed To Faculty

of Methodist Theological
School; First Jew to

Hold Post

CHICAGO (JTA)—Rabbi Sam-
uel Teitlebaum, director of the
Hillel Foundation at Northwest-
ern University, has been appoint-
ed instructor in sociology at the
Garrett Biblical Institute here.
The Institute is a well-known
Methodist theological seminary.
Rabbi Teitelbaum is the first Jew
to be named to the institution’s
faculty.
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BRIN FIRST JEWISH HEAD OF
MASS. BOARD OF EDUCATION

(Boston, Massachusetts)
For the first time since 1647,

when the General Court of
.Massachusetts enacted the his-
toric compulsory education meas
ure providing for an elementary
school in every township of fifty
householders and a grammar
school in every town of one hun-
dred families; and more than a
century since the first Depart-
ment of Education was estab-
lished in the United States by
Horace Mann, father of the
American public school system
a member of the Jewish faith in
the person of Dr. Alexander
Brin has • been unanimously
elected by secret ballot as Chair-
man of the Massachusetts Board
of Education. This is the highest
educational policy-making body
of the Commonwealth of the Pil
grims. This signal honor was
conferred upon Dr. Brin by the
colleagues on the Board which
includes some of the leading edu-
cators of the State.

Dr. Brin is the editor and pub-
lisher of The Jewish Advocate
and vice-president of the Ameri-
can Association of English-Jew-
ish newspapers. Presidency of the
Massachusetts Board of Educa-
tion automatically includes lead-
ership of the State Board of
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Vocational Education. He is also the senior member of the Bay
State Board of Collegiate Authority.

Dr. Brin is nationally and internationally known for his
manifold activities in human relations, international good-will
movements, civic, educational, cultural, patriotic and public-
welfare activities. He is known as an historian, a defender of
Massachusetts, a prideful booster of the glories of American
democratic ideals. He was the “father” of the idea to get the
United Nations Capital to locate in the United States, especially
in Massachusetts.

Government Newspaper

in Argentina Criticizes
Distribution of Anti-

Semitic Literature

BUENOS AIRES (JTA)—The
pro-Peron newspaper, “Tribuna,”
issued in Rosario, second largest
city in Argentina, this week pub-

lished an article sharply criti-
cizing the distribution of anti-
Semitic leaflets in that ctiy. The
paper also assailed the practice of
scrawling anti-Semitic slogans on
the walls of buildings located on
main thoroughfares. The perpe-
trators of “this agitation consti-
tute a small group” which has
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been repudiated by the Argentine
people, the “Tribuna” added.
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