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PLAIN TALK
By Allred Segal

CHRISTMAS AND JEWS

This is the season when, annu-
ally, in the larger Jewish com-
munities, talk starts of Christ-
mas celebrations in the public

schools. Christmas will be com-
ing along soon and a lot of the
fellow-citizens get excited.

The question that always fo-
ments furious debate is: Should
Christmas observance be toler-
ated in public schools in which
the children are mostly Jewish,
or in which a considerable num-
ber are Jewish?

Only the other day it was
brought to me. I had been wait-
ing for a bus and had been pick-
ed up in their car by a gentle-
man and his wife. It wasn't long
before the lady was telling me:
The school which her child at-
tends is predominantly Jewish in
its population. Sure there are
Christian children in it, too.

Now, she said, some of the
Jewish mothers in the schools
PTA were starting to make an
issue of Christmas: Whether
Christmas should be allowed in
this school or not, considering all
the Jewish children in it? Wheth-
er Christmas trees should be per-
mitted to blossom there with all
the pretty electric lamps that
Christmas trees grow? What to
do?

"What do you think? Mr. Se-
gal" the lady asked.

I thought her question made a
good excuse for a column, though
I would be sticking my neck out
with a public utterance on the
question. But this poor old neck
has had to take much in the past
and what could another blow
matter?

Well, I shall answer the ques-
tion by going into matters hav-
ing to do with my own patriar-
chal life. I have a number of
grandchildren of whom three
Ellen, Jan and Paul are al-
ready in public schools. (Ellen
is the best known of them, hav-
ing been a frequent topic in this
column from the day she was
Lorn in 1940.)

In Ellen’s, Jan’s and Paul’s
schools there will be Christmas
trees and the various other sym-
bols of Christmas observance. I
can feel no Jewish pains on that
account. I feel rather happy at
their opportunity to share a sea-
son of good will and social mor-
ality with their neighbors. I like
to think that from this experi-
ence they will derive some of
the enlightenment in which big-
otry can not flourish.

From the Christmas celebra-
tion in their schools they may
be expected to learn that their
neighbor's religion is a good one.
too. I want Ellen, Jan and Paul
to grow up to be people whose
Judaism is not stiff-necked and
stands in bigotted arrogance,
looking down on other religions.

Nor do I myself have such lit-
tle faith in Judaism that I believe
tt can be seduced by the glamor
°f Christmas trees. I myself
grew up in the public schools and
used to help the teacher decorate
the Christmas tree and sang the
carols with the class. One year
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Mrs. Ernest G. Wadel, left, of Dallas, Texas, former Chairman of the National
Women’s Division of the United Jewish Appeal, who was killed in a plane
crash in Dallas, is shown as she received a plaque at the UJA’s National
Conference in Atlantic City, N. J., paying tribute to her two-year leadership
of the UJA’s Women’s Division. Mrs. Wadel, whose death came as she was
returning home from the UJA National Conference, had led American women
in raising the record sum of $32,000,000 for the United Jewish Appeal. Shown
here with Mrs. David M. Levy, Honorary Chairman of the UJA’s Women’s
Division, Mrs. Wadel was eulogized by UJA General Chairman Henry
Morgenthau, Jr. for her “distinguished service in the struggle to reconstruct

the lives of the Jewish peonle.”

Southern Zionist Students Neel
At North Carolina

The weekend of December 2, 3. 4 saw the Fourth Annual Winter

Conclave of Southern IZFA (Intercollegiate Zionist Federation of

America) students from sixteen Southern campuses converge at

Chapel Hill, N. C.. home of the University of North Carolina, to par-

tixipate in a cultural-social program.

A double theme headlined the

weekend’s activities of lectures,

discussion groups and general
spirited companionship. The

themes were based upon “An In-

formed American Jewry” and
“Chalutziot” or (“Life in Israel”).

A great deal of the discussion
concerned the l’ole of the Ameri-
can Jew in the ‘American Com-
munity’ generally and the Jewish
Community in particular.

Art Reich, a student at the Un-
iversity of Florida Law School
and a citizen of Peekskill, N. Y.,

related to the delegates and vis-
itors a first hand account of the

infamous Peekskill Riots and
their effect upon the American
Jew.

Leo Osheroff, President of the

Southern Region of IZFA, and
guests who attended included Her-

man Popkin, Director of Zionist

Youth in the Southern Region,

Judy Neulander, National Presi-

dent of IZFA; Ed Greene, Na-

tional President of Haoleh (Hech-

alutz Arm of IZFA); Rabbi Sam-

uel Jaffe, Director of Hillel at

the University of Florida and
‘Red’ Weiner, National Vice-

President.
Marvin Hurvich, President of

IZFA at the University of Ala-
bama; Mike Levitt, past president

at Georgia Tech and Stanley

Robinson of Tennessee played a

role in the conclave activities by

presenting movies and slides tak-

en during their tour of Israel

this past summer.
Other speakers included Jaf-

fa Weisman of the Haoleh Chava

and Herbert Sohn of the Univer-
sity of Florida.

Mel Steinberg, President of the
host chapter, North Carolina, and
his fellow students there did a

marvelous job of arranging the

weekend.
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Washington Is Stirred By Boy
Beaten for Being Jewish

l

BY MILTON FRIEDMAN
(Copyright, 1949, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

WASHINGTON—

Washington is puzzled by the answers of the national veterans
organizations to the now-famous question of Larry Goldstein, 11, of

Lynn, Mass.

Larry asked, "Why did my daddy have to die?" Larry's father
was killed in action in World War Two—a fact which failed to re-

strain other boys from beating Larry for being Jewish.

The national commanders of
the American Legion and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars issued
statements deploring the inci-

dent.
Commander George N. Craig

of the Legion has demonstrated
that he intends to fight hate. He

is perhaps the most liberal com-
mander the Legion ever had.

As an Indiana attorney, he

fought against racial segregation

in public housing.

Craig spoke before the Jewish
Joint Defense Agencies at De-
troit in November. He vigorously

condemned anti-Semitic hate
mongers. He attacked subversives
on the right as well as Commun-
ist subversives.

\ The national convention of the
Legion last September went on
record against religious discrim-
ination by colleges and univer-

; sities. Also, a resolution was a-

i dopted w’hcih provided for a
' strong Legion stand against or-
ganized hate groups.

In Tennessee the Legion leads
the fight against the Ku Klux
Klan.

However, as Craig battles for
; human decency, another voice is
heard from within the Legion.
It is Gen. John T. Taylor, the Le-
gion’s national legislative direc-
tor. What Gen. Taylor advocates

is in sharp contrast to the cam-
paign Craig has been waging.

l

Craig wrote Larry that he was
distressed by the anti-Semitic at-

! tack. He told Larry, "your fath-

I er's 3,000,000 buddies in the
I American Legion are working to-
ward . . . the conquering of pre-
judice, bigotry, and discrimina-
tion by the force of good exam-
ples, by education, and by the
enforcement of laws."

However, Legislative Director
Taylor has a different approach.
The record shows that Taylor
told a Senate Subcommittee this
Autumn that the Legion feels
that those in Displaced Camps
are not really war victims but
merely wish “to take advantage

of the situation.” He asserted
that the Legion is against such
“special interest groups.” In his
connection he noted that the Le-
gion approved the United Na-
tions Palestine partition plan. He
recommended that “they” go to
Israel.

Taylor was talking about the
victims of the Nazis. Larry's fath-
er died to help liberate these
people from concentration camps.
So did hundreds of thousands of
other Americans.

Thus, there is an evident dis-
crepancy between the Legion's
recent liberal moves and the
statements of its legislative di-

(Coniinued on Page Eight)

Southern Rabbis
Urged to Send Data

Southern rabbis who have not
yet returned their questionnaires

for The Jewish Directory were
urged to do so promptly, in a
statement issued yesterday by

Dr. H. S. Linfield, Executive Sec-

retary of the Jewish Statistical
Bureau which is preparing the

work for publication. The first
¦complete Jewish Directory, an
undertaking representative of all
wings of American Judaism, will
list all rabbis, all Jewish congre-
gations and other principal in-
stitutions with pertinent data,
and new statistics of the Ameri-
can Jewish community.

First Group of Jews
Leaves Poland

TEL AVIV (JTA) —A group of
55 Polish Jews, the first to ar-

rive since the institution of the
new Polish Government policy
facilitating emigration of Israel-

bound Jew's, landed at Haifa this
week where they were greeted
by a large crowd of relatives,
friends and representatives of

various institutions in Israel.
Some of the immigrants declared
that half of the Jew's in Poland
are preparing to come to Israel.

IT'S A QUESTION!
And the Answers About Chanukah

As part of its program of service to the Jewish communities of

America, the National Jewish Welfare Board has made available to

The Southern Jewish Weekly this timely Chanukah quiz. Test your-

self. your children and your friends to see how you score on this quiz.

The questions are taken from JWB's 102-page book, THE JEWISH

HOLIDAYS—A Guide to Their Origin. Significance and Observance."

by Dr. Mordecai M. Soltes. and a supplementary 75-page manual en-

titled "CHANUKAH."
By adapting the techniques of some of the popular radio and

television quiz shows these questions and answers can be made the

basis of a diverting and educational touch to home and organizational

Chanukah parties and other observances. Watch The Southern

Jewish Weekly for the next in this series of educational quizzes.

QUESTIONS
1. In what Hebrew month

does Chanukah fall and how

long does it last?
2. What does Chanukah mean

and by what two names is it call-
ed in English?

3. What historical event does

Chanukah commemorate and

when did it occur?
4. Why is Chanukah consid-

ered a minor festival and who

decreed its observance?
5. What special ceremony is

observed in the home during

Chanukah and what two hymns

are chanted after the Chanukah
candles are lit?

6. How many lights are lit
throughout the Festival of Illum-
ination?

7. By what name is the extra

candle called, which is used to
light the others?

8. What special prayers are
recited during Chanukah?

9. To what unusual event
does the custom of kindling

lights during Chanukah trace its
origin?

10. Why has it become custom-
ary to indulge in games, riddles

and other pastimes, particularly
during the evenings of the Fes-
tival of Dedication?

(Answers on Page Eight)


