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PLAIN TALK
By Alfred Segal

YEAR WITHOUT DRIVES
My friend Jack came to me

with an idea that he wanted me

to give to the Jewish community

through the Jewish press . . "It'll
go like wildfire/' Jack said. "No
idea so big has been offered
to Jewish life in 30 years."

Jack asked me: “What has been
the biggest motivating idea in
Jewish life in the U. S.?”

Well, Jack, I replied, maybe

the biggest motivating force in

Jewish life has been anti-Semit-
ism. Haven't a lot of Jews been
made to feel Jewish by anti-Sem-
ites? Because of anti-Semitism
a lot of the backsliders have been
coming home, feeling hotly Jew-
ish.

That may be it, Jack said, but
then, on the other hand, it may be
something else again. His idea
was that “drives” were the big-

gest motivating idea in Jewish
life in the U. S. . . “Drives, drives,
drives,” he said with complaining
accents. “There has been practic-
ally nothing else in Jewish life.
Does anybody ever approach you
about reviving Jewish religion?
No, you’re approached only to

sign checks for drives.”
I had to admit that in the past

30 years nobody has been to see
me about a revival of Jewish re-
ligion. The Jewish activities of a
Jew have consisted largely of an-
swering the doorbell and admit-
ting a solicitor for the latest
drive.

“Yes,” Jack said, “and of go-
ing to dinners and lunches in con-
nection with drives.”

"Or being on some committee
that has to do with a drive," I
added. "It's nice to see your name
in the paper as a member of a
committee. It puffs you up."

“Or,” Jack said, “being put
Jewishly on the spot at some din-
ner meeting held in connection
with a drive. At the appropriate
time the toastmaster gets up and
looks around and puts the finger
on this person and that and asks
each what he is going to give.
Finally he gets around to me. He
asks what’s Jack going to give?
I blush Jewishly before the whole
crowd. That’s Jewish activity in
these times.”

"But what can we do about it,

Jack?"
Jack replied that that was what

he was calling on me about . .
.

“If they take my idea something
hig and constructive may be
done, and you, Segal, are the guy
to start it.”

He came at once to the point . .

‘I am proposing a Sabbatical
year for all the Jews in the U. S.
Like the year in Scripture during
which the soil lies fallow and is
9iven a rest in order to replenish
itself. They are entitled to it.
Since the year 1914 they have
been driven at by drives. The
drives began with the first World
War and have been at 'em ever
since."

But, Jack, just what do you
fnean by a Sabbatical year for
sll Jews?”

I mean one year of rest with-
°ut even one drive. A year in
which Jews can have time to be

(Continued on Page Eight)
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Morgenthau Confers
With Ben Gurion

Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Gener-
al Chairman of the United Jew-
ish Appeal and former Secretary
of the Treasury is this week in
conference with Premier Ben
Gurion on the financial and econ-
omic problems of the Jewish

(Continued on Page Four)

U. S. Asked To Postpone
Communal Expansion in

Favor of Israel Aid

NEW YORK, (JTA) Henry
Morgenthau, Jr., general chair-
man of the United Jewish Appeal,
this week called on American
Jewish philanthropy to postpone
for one year some of the propos-
ed communal expansion programs
in order to give more assistance

to the immigrants in Israel.
90,000 of whom still live in tents.
He spoke before 2,000 members
of the Federation of Jewish
Women’s Organizations at the
group's 30th annual convention.

Czechoslovak Government
Orders Liquidation of JDC

Office in Prague

PRAGUE, (JTA)—The Czech
oslovak Government this week

ordered the Joint Distribution
Committee to close its offices here
by the end of January. The gov-
ernment, at the same time, re-

quested the departure by Janu-

ary 31 of Henry Levy, the J. D. C.

director in Prague who is an A-

merican citizen. Mr. Levy was

notified that the entire foreign

staff of the J. D. C. must also

leave the country by January

31.

Local Ben Briths
Invited To Events

Local members of B’nai B’rith
will have the opportunity on Sun-
day night, January 22nd, to at-
tend a banquet to be held in the
George Washington Hotel, at 7:00
P. M., at which time a special
program entitled “B’nai B’rith in
Action” will be presented by the
officers and leaders of District 5.

This banquet will be the high
spot of the District 5 Executive
Board mid-winter conference,
which will commence on Satur-
day night and willend at Monday
noon.

Delegates from every state and
lodge in the district are expected
and advance registrations indi-

cate that as many as 60 delegates

and their wives will be present.
Also on the schedule of activity

is an informal luncheon Sunday
at 1:00 P. M., to which members
are likewise invited.

Following the Saturday night
business session, the delegates
and their wives will socialize
with the local Jewish community
as guests of the Temple Sister-
hood at their annual “June in
January” affair.

Tickets to the banquet and sym-
posium are $2 per person and can

be obtained through Mr. Witten

at G33 West Bay Street, or by
phoning local lodge secretary

Louis Safer, 5-4962. Donald Cohn,
president of the Jacksonville A.

B. Weill Lodge of B’nai B’rith,
will head the host delegation.

NCRAC Denounces American
Council For Judaism

A strong condemnation of the American Council for Judaism

for its "unfounded charges and innuendoes casting doubts on the

loyalty of American Jews" was issued this week by the National

Community Relations Advisory Council, coordinating body for the

American Jewish Committee, American Jewish Congress, Anti-De-

famation League of B'nai B'rith, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish

War Veterans of the United States, Union of American Hebrew

Congregations, and twenty-seven local Jewish community councils

throughout the country.

The Executive Committee of

the NCRAC took the action un-

animously at a meeting in New

York last Thursday (January 12).

The full statement follows:

“The small but highly vocal
group of Jewish individuals
known as the American Council
for Judaism has been responsible

for the publication in the nation s

press of reiterated statements

casting doubts on the loyalty of

American Jews who have demon-

strated their sympathies with Is-

rael. These statements constitute
thinly veiled slurs on the alleg-

iance of substantially the whole

American Jewish community. The

overwhelming majority o's Amer-

ican Jews, Zionist and non-Zion-

ist alike, recognizing their obliga-

tion to help Israel in the huge

task of resettling and absorbing

hundreds of thousands of home-

less Jews, and conscious of their

Presiding at the convention will

be District President Dr. William

A. Wexler of Savannah. Pictur-

ed below are four of the district
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officers who will play important

parts in this conclave, which rep-

resents Jewish groups of eight

states in the Southeast: Arthur

Rittenberg, treasurer. Charleston:
Melvin S. Harris, 2nd Vice-Presi-
dent, Columbia, S. C.; Julius Fish-
er, secretary, Roanoek. Va., and

Dr. Leon H. Feldman, chairman

of the Americanization committee,

Asheville, N. C.

Leaders in the symposium in-

clude two of the nation’s most

prominent members of the Anti-

Defamation League: Alexander F.

Miller, Atlanta, the Southern di-

rector of ADL, and Gilbert J.

aiding in the upbuilding of that

land.

“In raising the bogey of “dual
loyalty,” the American Council
for Judaism ignores the fact that
the American way of life recog-

nizes the right of all citizens to

work for such causes, consistent
with the welfare and security of

the United States, as engage their
sympathies. Aid to Israel is such
a cause. In the eyes of our gov-

ernment, Israel is - - as a high

official recently expressed it - -

“an outpost of democracy in the

Middle East.”

“No one questions the right of

the Council for Judaism, however

insignificant its size, to disagree

with the great majority of its fel-
low citizens and to hold itself
aloof from their efforts. Nor does

anyone question its right to seek
to persuade others to its point of

view. But by no extension of the

principle of freedom of speech or

association can any defense be
made of the Council’s casting of

baseless slurs upon the American-

ism of its fellow Jews. In this it

violates every principle of truth

and decency.”

deep religious and cultural affin-
ity with the Jews of Israel, are
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IRVING KANE
Chairman. NCRAC

B’nai B’rith Dist. 5 Executives
Convene In Jax January 21-22

Executive leaders of District 5 of the B’nai B’rith Grand Lodge,

world’s oldest Jewish service organization, will convene in Jacksonville
for an important sesson at the George Washington Hotel Saturday and

Sunday, January 21 and 22, Morris Witten, chairman, announced this

week.

Balkin, Miami, Florida ADL di-
rector. Both have been at the

MELVIN H. HARRIS

forefront of the battle against
subversive and un-American ac-

tivities such as Ku Klux Klan.
Dr. Max F. Baer, national direc-
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tor of B’nai B’rith Youth Organi-
zations, will speak on the vigorous

work of his particular groups, re-

porting on the national aspects of

their efforts.
A large Jacksonville attendance

is urged at this important meet-

ing of B’nai B’rith district leaders.

All Sunday meetings and discus-
sions willbe open to the public.
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