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VIEWPOINT

Feeling Os Inferiority Causes Hatred

During our frequent trips through-
out the South we have opportunities

of discussing Jewish problems with
people in all walks of life, and the
most popular topic by far is, "Why
do they hate us?"

We agree most heartily with Dr.
John Slawson, who recently stated
that the prejudiced person does not
accept responsibility for his own
failures, but projects them on to a
group that is different in race, re-
ligion or color from his own.
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This important finding—showing that the function of
anti-Semitism, or any other form of group prejudice, is self-
defense against one's own failures by projecting them on a
"weaker" group—represented the common denominator in a
series of five separate studies that have been conducted since
May, 1944. Based on research by anthropologists, historians,
psychologists and other social scientists, these studies are a
pioneer attempt in the United States to investigate the nature
of racial, religious and ethnic prejudices, and to analyze their
effect upon those who harbor them, as well as upon the com-
munity as a whole.

Dr. Slawson reported that the studies all point to the fact
that “prejudice and its expression, discrimination, are due to
a sense of weakness that needs bolstering up by producing
psychologically in one’s mind a group inferior to one’s own.”
The weakness in a person that uses a “scapegoat” for relief
need not be economic, the studies showed. It can also be
emotional or social.

Research thus far also indicates that a person who is hos-
tile to one religious or racial group tends to be hostile to a
number of others, and frequently, to all others except his own.
"The most practical approach to the problem of prejudice and
discrimination," Dr. Slawson stated, "is to establish the pat-
tern that such attitudes and acts are contrary to good taste
and the moral code of one's group."

The first two volumes in the series of five studies were
published recently by Harper and Brothers. The first study,
“Prophets of Deceit,” describes the techniques of the Ameri-
can agitator. The second, “Rehearsal for Destruction,” traces
the historical development of political anti-Semitism in Ger-
many from 1870 to 1924. The remaining three studies will be
issued in the next few months. The third study, “The Auth-
oritarian Personality,” is a psychological study of anti-Semitic
and prejudiced personality on the basis of tests and interviews
with 2,000 persons. The fourth, “Anti-Semitism and Emo-
tional Disorder,” shows the connection between anti-Semitism
and emotional disturbances in the prejudiced person; and the
final volume, “Dynamics of Prejudice,” shows the relationship
between the veteran’s social and economical adjustment and
his prejudices toward other groups in the American popula-
tion.
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On A
Postage Stamp

BY DAVID SCHWARTZ
(Copyright, 1950. Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

The Post Office this month issued
one of the first stamps carrying
a picture of a Jew. The Gompers
stamp. It was issued on the oc-
casion of the hundredth anniver-
sary of the birth of Samuel Gom-
pers, the organizer and until his
death the president of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor.

The story of Gompers is a kind
of Horatio Alger saga. He was
not native born. He was brought
to America by his parents when
he was a boy of 10. The Civil
War was being fought at the
time of his arrival. In fact, little
Sam arrived just after the Battle
of Gettysburg, the great battle
which sent the legions of Lee roll-
ing backwards to the south and
made the Confederacy abandon
the thought of carrying the fight
into the north—the great battle
which was to be immortalized in
the famous Gettysburg address of
Abrahajn Lincoln.

At the time, Europe had a labor
problem—a very acute one—but
America, while it had a slavery
problem, did not have much of a
labor problem. The country as a
whole was largely rural, but in
the few short decades after the
Civil War, a rapid industrializa-
tion was to take place.

It seems odd that it was given to
Samuel Gompers to organize and
crystallize the labor movement in
America. Physically, he was not
an impressive man. He was short
of stature, hardly more than five
feet tall. And he was a Jew to
boot. That was no asset for him
in his career. Yet he was elected
and reelected and in his autobiog-
raphy he tells us that he never in
his life sought either nomination
or election to office. And I think
it’s true. Somehow it was gener-
ally conceded that for his time he
filled the bill more suitably than
any other man.

He had his assets. First, he
had a booming voice. When he
spoke, he required no microphone.
It reached out like an organ and
filled every cranny in the audi-
torium. Again, while he was no
profound thinker, the fact that he
had had European and Jewish
contacts was an aid to him. He

had read a little of Karl Marx’s
writings on trade unionism, and
while the Communism of Marx
made no appeal to him, Marx’s
writings on trade unionism ap-
parently helped him in develop-
ing his philosophy on the role of
the labor unions.

He was a cigar maker by trade.
In fact, the tobacco workers at
the time, the cigar and cigarette
makers, were almost all Jews.
Before the Civil War, cigarettes
were not smoked in America.
Cigarettes were made in Russia
and Turkey. It was the Jews who

introduced them from abroad.
Such a man for instance as Oscar
Hammerstein, who introduced
grand opera in America, was also

like Gompers originally a cigar

maker. The Dukes got all of their
original cigarette makers from

the East Side of New York.
Cigar making was a kind of

labor which was conducive to in-

tellectual discussion and that

probably helped Gompers in his

career. The cigar workers were

accustomed to have one of their

men read something to them

while they worked. The workers

would gather a little fund to pay

the time he lost while he read to

them, for the time lost from his

own work. Generally, after the

reading there would be a discus-
sion. This was a time when there

was a great deal of anarchistic,
(Continued on Page 6)
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THEY NEED YOUR HELP—
"

Between You and Me . . .

BY BORIS SMOLAR (Copyright, 1950. Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

COMMUNAL NOTES
The negotiations between the Joint

Distribution Committee and the United
Palestine Appeal over their respective
shares in the 1950 United Jewish Appeal
have now come to an end .

.
. The J. D. C.

is to get 40 percent of the first fifty million
dollars raised by the U. J. A. and 30 per-
cent of the next twenty-five million dol-
lars ... It will then get 25 percent of any
amount raised over seventy-five million

dollars . . . For its program in 1950 the J. D. C. requires about
$44,000,000 which is thirty percent less than its actual expend-
itures last year ... Up to last December, the J. D. C. received
from the 1949 United Jewish Appeal about $27,000,000 and
was expecting to receive an additional $13,000,000 during the
month of December and thereafter . .

. However, it also re-
ceived from the U. J. A. last year more than $14,000,000 from
the 1948 drive and campaigns of previous years . . . The U. J.
A. itself raised in cash during the first eleven months of 1949
a total of about $76,000,000, in addition to over $30,000,000 re-
ceived during the same period on the account of the cam-
paigns of 1948 and prior years ... At present the J. D. C. owes
$6,000,000 to banks . .

. Those interested in the J. D. C. system

would also like to know that the National Council, the corpor-
ate body of the organization, now numbers 10,198 members ...

This group of out standing community leaders is the directing
force which elects J. D. C. officers and board members ... It
also helps to formulate J. D. C.’s policies by bringing the
thinking and suggestions of the American Jewish community
to J. D. C. headquarters .

.
.
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TIMELY TOPICS

The American Friends of the Hebrew Institute, the Amer-
ican Friends of the Weizmann Institute and the American
group aiding the Haifa Technion are now discussing the pos-
sibility of a joint fund-raising drive .

. . Judge Rifkind has
been accepted by both the JDC and the UPA as arbitrator on
what the U. J. A. allocation to the United Service for New
Americans should be this year . . . The issue was a subject
of heated discussion at the national U. J. A. conference in

Atlantic City ... An Agreement has now been reached be-
tween the J. D. C. and the ORT under which the latter will
receive from the former $1,100,000 during 1950 for its activi-
ties in Europe and North Africa . . .

New York University
has set up a workshop course which will provide a selected
group of 135 undergraduate and graduate students from all
over the country with the opportunity to study Israel’s life
and culture .

.
. The studies will include Hebrew language

and literature, as well as Israel’s educational system, govern-
mental and cultural institutions . . . The course will be supple-
mented by an extensive tour in Israel designed to give the
students a knowledge of the geography of Israel, its cities,

colonies, industry and agriculture . .
. Undergraduates and

graduates will receive 6 and 8 credits, respectively, for these
courses ... In addition to members of the N. Y. U. faculty,
the workshop will have the assistance of educators and
scholars of the ICatznelson Institute of Higher Learning, the
Hebrew University and the Israel Ministry of Education.
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