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QUESTION: Is there any source
in Jewish Law which deals with
the subject of mercy killing?

ANSWER: Mercy killing is ex-
pressly outlawed in Jewish law.
Late authorities' concur in this
and base their opinion on the
Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah,
schol, 339). In a book of Responsa
called the “Tel Talpioth” there
appears a question as to whether
one is allowed to refrain from
feeding such a person in order to
hasten his death and the author,
basing his opinion on Biblical
sources, expressly finds reason to
forbid such a practice. The logic

is obvious. Life and death is es-
sentially a matter which should
rest exclusively in the hands of
G-d. Since human knowledge

cannot claim to be absolute, no
human should take it upon him-
self to decide such a matter.

* * * *

QUESTION: What is the
"Chevra Kadisha?" (A.P., Brook-
lyn. N. Y.)

ANSWER: “Chevra Kadisha”
is the name given to the society
or committee that is assigned to
prepare the body of the dead for
burial.

* * * *

QUESTION: What is the origin
of the term and the custom to
have such societies?

ANSWER: The responsibility
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for burial is one which falls upon
the whole community. It is men-
tioned in the Talmud (Tractate
Moed Katan 27) that where no
such special society exists the
whole town must concern itself
with the preparation for burial.

i The establishment of a special
committee, group or society for
that purpose excused the rest of
the community from that obliga-

-1 tion directly, allowing all others
to continue with their regular

| occupations while the corpse
was being prepared. The term
“Chevra Kadisha” means “holy
committee” or “holy society.”

This term was assigned for a
number of reasons. First, it
might have been ordained so as
to give the group of people in-
volved in the task, a dignified
name. Others feel that the term
“Kadisha” means “prepared” or
“ready” indicating that this so-
ciety stood ready at any moment
to perform its task. Others feel
that the name “holy society” was
meant to impress the community
that only the most religious of its
citizens should be chosen for this
task. It may also be that the
term “holy society” was given to
impress the members of the so-
ciety that the task which they
were performing was to be re-
garded as amongst the holiest of
community functions.

Yivo Announces
Contest

The Yiddish Scientific Institute

—Yivo, world center for Jewish
social research, is again sponsor-

ing a contest among college stud-
ents and graduates for original

essays on any phase of Jewish
life in the United States or Can-

ada. Three cash awards of S3OO,

S2OO and SIOO as first, second and
third prizes respectively for the

three best essays will be offered.
All communications concerning

both contests should be addressed
to the Committee on Research,

Yiddish Scientific Institute, 535

West 123rd Street, New York 27,

N. Y.

Jews in Russia Suspected Os
Sympathy Toward United Stales;

Considered "Unreliable"
BOSTON (JTA)—Details on the
Soviet policy to eliminate Jews
from leading parts in the intel-

lectual and political life of the

U. S. S. R. are reported here in

the Christian Science Monitor by
its former Moscow correspondent,

Edmund Stevens. The uncensor-

ed report was sent by Mr. Stev-
ens from Rome.

The correspondent emphasizes
that Jews in the Soviet Union
were penalized for voicing their
affection and admiration for Am-
erica in 1946. He reports that the
head of a department in a large
Soviet educational institution told
him he had received a directive
to hire no more Jewish teachers
and to dismiss those already on
his staff whenever a convenient
pretext presented itself.

Pointing out that the new Com-
munist Party instruction to deny
Jews jobs in educational and cer-
tain governmental institutions
“was not a mere reversion to the
old-time pre-revolutionary anti-
Semitism of which a strong resi-
due remained,” the correspondent
says that the present campaign

was not directed against the Jews

as a race. The Communists, he

states, attack the Jews in Soviet
Russia as “a cultural group whose
conduct was branded unreliable —

and consequently subject to
blacklisting.”

Reviewing the position of the
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Jews in the U. S. S. R. before
World War II when the Soviet
Government actively combatted
anti-Semitism and admitted Jews
to positions of trust and authority,
the correspondent reports: “The
war and its aftermath wrought
profound changes in the status
and outlook of the Jews. Nazi

persecution rekindled Jewish con-

sciousness and Jewish solidarity.

At the same time, Nazi anti-

Semitic propaganda not only sank
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.
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until nine o’clock at night.
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Edwin Rosenberg, president of United Service for New
Americans, reads a tribute to President Truman dur-
ing a ceremony at the White House commemorating
the fourth anniversary of the Truman Directive, under
which Displaced Persons first began coming to the
United States. The Chief Executive, presented with a
plaque in behalf of DPs of all faiths who have begun
new lives in this country, was told, “This plaque is
symbolic of the admiration which your humanitarian
approach to one of the world’s most pressing prob-

lems has evoked among freedom-loving peoples every-
where.” Left to right: Mr. Rosenberg; the Rev, 1
Thomas Dade, representing the National Catholic
Welfare Conference; the President; Fred W. Ramsey, 1
executive vice-president of Church World Service, ami
Prof. Eugene Kormendi, refugee sculptor who de-
signed the plaque. The work of United Service for New J
Americans, which resettles homeless Jews in all parts
of the nation, is financed by the United Jewish Appeal.!

roots in the invaded Ukraine artd-
Byerlorussia, which had the larg-
est prewar Jewish populations,
but also found response behind
the Soviet lines. During the
hasty evacuation of Moscow in
October, 1941, when the Germans
were almost at the gates, rumors
spread that the Jews had grabbed
all the vehicles and made off
with vast treasures, leaving the
rest of the population in the
lurch.”

t\/w the Ocean, at tr st.. miami beach Ig
Direction: James J. Carrel!
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