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PLAIH TALK
By Alfred Segal

OF BEING 13 AGAIN

In our town, in Rockdale Tem-
ple, there willbe no confirmation
of kids this Shavuos. The age
for confirmation has been raised
and for that reason confirmation
is being skipped this time.

Instead, there will be a re-
consecration of old-timers. That
is to say, some who were con-
firmed in the temple as long as
70 or more years ago will get a
break at starting all over and
going back to the age of 13 when
it all began.

Like Mr. Harry Meiss who was
confirmed in the temple in
1877! (It was called bar mitzvah
then.) Venerable Mr. Meiss will
have another bar mitzvah.

Well, a second chance is what
practically everybody would like
to have. I myself wouldn’t mind
being allowed to go back to my
bar mitzvah time and make
a speech to the congregation as I
did on that occasion ever so long
ago. That speech was written
for me by the Hebrew teacher
who prepared me for bar mitz-
vah and even with this assistance
I fumbled. I forgot my speech
half way and had to start it all
over.

Maybe I could do better with
a second chance . . "My friends,"

I'd say, "it's a privilege to be al-
lowed to be 13 again and have
another bar mitzvah. I enjoyed
the former bar mitzvah because
of the big sponge cake my moth-
er made for the occasion.

“But in this, my second bar
mitzvah, sponge cake can have
no part. The doctor says sponge

cake can do no good to my
weight and too much weight can
do no good to my aging heart and

the blood pressure. Oh, that was
a noble sponge cake on my first
bar mitzvah and when I took my
first bite into it I was aware that
God was good to small Jewish
boys who learned the bar mitz-

vah ritual well.
"So my being 13 again may be

only an illusion to play with in

my ripe years. There's no more
sponge cake in the identity of
being a Jew. There wasn't any
painful Jewish problem in the

time of my first bar mitzvah.
The Kellys lived next door to us

on Carlisle Avenue. On the day

of my bar mitzvah Mrs. Kelly

said it was only proper that her
boy Joe should be in schul with

me. Joe Kelly was my best

friend. His mother saw to it that

Joe dressed up in his Sunday

suit and shined his shoes to ac-

company me to schul for my bar

mitzvah.
“Faith,” she said, “it’s the same

God in your house and ours and
we are friends, ain’t we? Mrs.
Kelly made an additional sponge
cake for my bar mitzvah party.

"Yes. my friends, those were
easy times of being a Jew, even
though the scraping for a living
was harder and we lived in old

brick houses without bathtubs
and for recreation in the sum-
mertime sat on our front stoops

of evenings to catch a breath of

(Cnatiaund on Pago Eight)
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Rabbi Theodore L. Adams

Rabbis from almost all states
in America and Canada, mem-
bers of the Rabbinical Council of
America, will convene in Chica-
go during the week of June 12th
and come to grips with the prob-
lems facing American Jewry to-

day, it was announced by the
Convention Chairman, Rabbi
Theodore L. Adams of Jersey
City, New Jersey.

Preliminary plans formulated
(Continued on Page Five)

Mrs. Roosevelt to Address
Brandeis Convocation

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of the late President and United
States delegate to the United Nations, will address the Second An-
nual Convocation at Brandeis University, to be held Saturday and
Sunday, May 27 and 28.

MRS. ROOSEVELT
The Second Annual Conven-

tion of the National Women’s
Committee of Brandeis will be
held on Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, May , 24, 25 and 26
as part of the University’s Con-
vocation Exercises. Mrs. Harry
L. Michaels of Brookline, Mass.,
President of the organization,
which now numbers 12,000 mem-
bers throughout the nation, will
preside at the Convention which
will include the election of of-
ficers.

Highlights of the Convention
will include addresses by Dr.
David S. Brekowitz, Assistant to
the President; Benny Friedman.
Athletic Director, and Adolph
Ullman, Chairman of the Friends
of the School of Music of Brand-
eis University at a luncheon of
the Women's Committee at the
Hotel Kenmore, Boston on
Thursday afternoon. May 25.

A Faculty Panel discusison on
“The Educational Philosophy of
Brandeis University” is schedul-
ed for Thursday evening at the
Hotel Kenmore, in which Profes-
sor Max Lerner, Professor Lud-
wig Lewisohn, and Professor
Frank E. Manuel will participate.
Professor Lois R. Mayper will
serve as Moderator for the dis-
cussion.

A reception will be tendered
Mrs. Roosevelt on Saturday mor-
ning, May 27. by the Brandeis
University student members of
the United Nations Council in the
Commons Room of the Castle.
Following her attendance at the
Annual Meeting of the Brandeis
Board of Trustees, of which she
is a member and over which
George Alpert, Esq., prominent
Boston Attorney, presides. Mrs.
Roosevelt will be honored at a
luncheon given her by the Board
of Trustees.

Israel Davis Cup Team Leaves
For Poland; Will Play Against

Polish Sport Group

TEL AVIV, (JTA)—A three-
member Israel Davis Cup team
left this week for Poland, byway

of Vienna, to play against the

Polish team in the second round
of the European competition.

Maimonides Center for Care of
Chronically 111 Will Open This

Month in San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO, (J TA)

The Maimonides Health Center
for the Chronic Sick, a $1,100,000
eight-story hospital for the care
of patients suffering from arthri-
tis, rheumantic heart, cancer,
diabetes and similar ailments,
will open its doors this month, it
was announced here. Built with
funds raised by the local Jewish
community, the hospital will be
operated as a non-profit, non-

sectarian institution. It will be
the finest such hospital in the
West.

Rabbinical Council of America
Opens Drive For Religious
Articles For Israel Arrivals

NEW YORK, (J TA) The
Rabbinical Council of America,
representing some 400 Orthodox

rabbis in the United States, re-
vealed today that it has initiated
a campaign among its members
and the congregations they serve
to collect religious articles—in-
cluding phylacteries, prayer
books and prayer shawls—for
new immigrants now living in
Israel reception camps.

Southern Judaeans
To Attend Summer Camp

One hundred and fifty Southern Judaeans and their leaders are
expected to attend their annual summer camp convention to be
held June 13-18 at Blue Star Camp, Hendersonville. North Carolina,
according to plans released today by J. B. Mazer of Birmingham,
President of the Southern Region.

Representatives from 25 Senior
chapters from the six states in
the Southern Region are expect-
ed to participate in such events \
as folk- dance, debates, athletic 1
events, extemporaneous speaking
contest, stunt night, choral con-
test, services, workshop sessions
of creative dramatics and dance,
and business sessions.

Expected at the Conference
will be some 20 leaders from
throughout the South who will
serve as counselors and direc-
tors. National Young Judaea will
also be present to help direct the
activities of the five-day camping
period.

Winners of the regional debate
will represent the South at the
National convention later this
summer and a recording will be
made of the winning choral
group which will be sent to Na-
tional to compete in the country-

wide contest. New officers of the

Southern Region will also be

elected, and plans for next year

will be made by the incoming

leaders.

AllSouthern Judaeans between

the ages of fourteen to eighteen

are eligible to attend the conven-

tion and application forms may

be obtained from Southern Young

Judaea, 702 Peters Bldg.. Atlan-

ta 3. Ga. Miss Anita Schwartz*

man of Atlanta is chairman of
the regional Leaders Council,

Chief of Staff of Israel
Army Meets With
Bedouin Chieftains

TEL AVIV, (JTA) lsrael
Army Chief of Staff Yigal Yadin
met with Bedouin chieftains in
the vicinity of Beersheba and
was given the traditional cere-
monial welcome accorded a mili-
tary leader.

While the Arab leaders greeted
the Israel commander, their
mounted troops fired volleys into
the air and carried out a number
of cavalry maneuvers. Sheikh
Suleiman Hazail, representing all
the chiefs, presented Brig. Yadin
with an engraved silver sword.

The Sheikh also asked that Is-
rael arm the loyal Bedouin tribes
so that they would be able to pro-
tect themselves against the con-
tinuous raids of bandits from
Trans-jordan territory. The Arab
also asked for agricultural equip-
ment for the Bedouins and for
higher wages for Bedouins em-
ployed on government projects.
The Israel commander replied
that most of the requests would
be filled shortly, adding that Is-
rael “knew her friends and made
her foes realize without much de-
lays the effects of unfriendly
acts.”

YEMENITES BROUGHT TO ISRAEL BY UJA
GATHER FIRST HARVEST ON SHAVUOTH

Miavuotli, which mark* the gathering of the first fruits, has special significance

this year for these Yemenite Jews recently brought to Israel by the United
Jewish Appeal. Here they are shown at the settlement of Maoz Zurim, inNorth-
ern Israel, harvesting olives. The United Jewish Appeal is urgently in need
•f funds to provide homes for 94,000 immigrants still in reception camps

and the thousands of newcomers entering every month. The UJA programs
are carried on by the United Palestine Appeal, the Joint Distribution Con*,

aaittee and tho United Service far Now AaMrkaaa.
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