
THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

Edward G. Robinson Reports On
Israel Visit to San Francisco Meeting

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) —"My visit to Israel was the culmina-

tion of a change in me that started 15 years ago when Hitler came

to power." Edward G. Ribinson, the screen star, told 1,000 listeners

at a pre-campaign rally for the 1950 Welfare Fund drive here.
Robinson, who describes him-

self as a man concerned with all

humanitarian causes, just return-

ed from a tour of Israel as a guest

of the Israel press. He came back

convinced that “here Jews have

shown that the high morality all

men strive for can be achieved."
“Here is a nation ripped apart,

still under arms. What would be

more natural than that the peo-

ple would say, ‘We must rest
awhile, think of ourselves’ ” he

said.
“But instead, the people of Is-

rael have chosen to double and

redouble their problems.”
Robinson told of the vitality of

the Israelis, a vitality expressed

by the problem of a general who

complained at a meeting called
to award medals to some of the
soldier heroes in the past war.
“How can we give medals, when
every map was a hero?”

And of the vitality of an old,

bearded DP who stopped short
on the street when the movie star
passed and shouted, “Look, Ales
Gimel Robinson!”

Robinson told of his own child-
hood, how he was brought from
Rumania while a youngster, how
he lived on the streets of New
York’s East Side, how he rose to
become a respected actor.

“It is very easy for me to love
America.” he declared, “and to
forget that, but for a steamship
ticket. I would be a peddler in
Bucharest.

“With the coming of Hitler,
however, I realized once again
that I was a Jew.

“Out of those years of concen-
tration camp murder and gas
chambers, out of a horror no one
can express, came Israel.

“I have a new dignity because
of Israel. I am a better man be-
cause of Israel. I am a better
American because of Israel.”
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Three (3) efficiency apart-
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nished) located in apartment
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$32.50 per month
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present tank. Free inspection.
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cool air; or took a ride in a street
car for a nickel.

“Jewish problems had to do
mainly with managing to pay the
renf for the hall in which the
congregation worshipped or with
being helpful toward a newcomer
from Europe who was trying to

make a start.
"When I was 13 the first time

I didn't know the word 'anti-
Semitism' or that there was any-
one who might dislike me be-
cause I was a Jew. Somebody
might dislike me because I
wouldn't let him look over my
shoulder in examination in school
or because I defeated him in the
spelling match. But he never
called me Jew on that account.

“We knew Jewish charity as
project of several tin boxes we
nailed on the kitchen wall. There
my mother deposited nickels and
dimes and every so often an eld-
erly gentleman called to collect
the accumulation for charity.

"No drives, no campaign din-
ners, no speeches, no quotas. To
be a Jew had to do with being in
the synagogue on the Sabbath,
with delicious eating at Passover,

with candle lights on Chanuka.
with celebrating the downfall of
Haman. No ideological quarrels:
maybe an occasional quarrel over
who should be president of the
schul.

“My friends, I come back to
my 13th year to find a much dif-
ferent world from that which I
knew when I left the age of 13
long ago. Judaism has much
more to do with drives than with
religion. Anti-Semitism has be-
come a vested interest of many
communities, each after funds.

"My doorbell rings every now
and then and I recognize the call-
er.

How much are you after this
time and for what? I ask him.
He is asking for money for this
or that, for everything except the
main thing of Judaism which is
Jewish faith.

"Even Jewish religion has
mainly to do with collecting
funds in competition with secular
projects. We have magnificent
synagogues in place of the halls
and store rooms in which Jews
worshipped when I was 13 the
first time; the sparse congrega-
tions are of widows and old men.

“We live much better in com-
fortable, even palatial, homes
with as many as three or four
bathtubs and showers but, my

friends, is Jewish life better? But
we are good at gin and canasta?
We go to Florida for recreation
but Jewish life s a harder des-
tiny.

"The first time I was 13 our
people found in their faith suf-
ficient comfort for all their pains;

It carried them through all their
travails .through the struggle of
making a living and bringing up
their children right. Now we
have nothing but Florida where
we suffer whenever we notice
a sign that says Restricted.

“My friends, I guess my going
back to age 13 on this occasion is
just dreaming but it’s pleasant to
pretend. Just to play around,

ven without sponge cake! I re-
member that on my first bar
mitzvah I wore my first pair of
long pants. I hope I’ve made a

better speech than I did the first

time.”
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London Editor
Praises Israel

JERUSALEM (ISI) —¦
’’Nothing in the world since the

end of the war has been so
thoroughly creative and construc-
tive as the State of Israel,”

Kingsley Martin, editor of the
London newspaper, “New States-
man and Nation.” said here at a

Vocal Newspaper held in con-

nection with the 25th anniver-
sary of the Hebrew University.

“I have been most fascinated
by the way you in Israel harm-
onized tradition and revolution —

striving for social justice,” he de-
clared. Mr. Martin said Britain
and Israel are both on the same

road to social justice and equal-

ity. and both want “to stand for
something good in the world and
to stick to it.”

Helps You Overcome
FALSE TEETH
Looseness and Worry

No longer be annoyed or feel ill
it ease because of loose, wobbly

,'alse teeth. FASTEETH, an im-
proved alkaline (non-acid) powder
sprinkled on your plates holds
them firmer so they feel more
•omfortable. Soothing and cooling
o gums made sore by excessive
icid mouth. Avoid embarrassment
aused by loose plates. Get FAS-

L'EETH at any drug store.
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MAIN STREET PHARMACY
4th and Main Sts. Phone 4-5534
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SIKES & STOWE
BODY AND FENDER WORK

PAINTING AND UPHOLSTERING
739 W. ADAMS STREET PHONE 4-7816

K. A. Stowe J. E. Sikes

NEVA-ROT
"A Mild Creosote for Wood Preserving "

Apply by painting, dipping or spraying.

SOLD BY

E. W. COLLEDGE
GENERAL SALES AGENT

P. 0. Box 389 Telephone 6-2461
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INDEPENDENT LAUNDRY
AND

DRY CLEANERS
1060 WASHINGTON ST. PHONE 3-4321

KINDEST REGARDS

?

DAVID RROWN SHOE CO., Inc.
WHOLESALE

807 E. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Md.

Friday, May 19, 1950

SINCERE BEST WISHES

THOMSON &

McKinnon
LEO P. CROUCH

Manager

W. C. CHURCHILL
Asst. Manager

SECURITIES
COMMODITIES

105 WEST

FORSYTH STREET
PHONE: 5-4435

JACKSONVILLE. FLA.

11 WALL STREET
NEW YORK

Branches in 35 Cities

Member New York Stock

Exchange and other

principal exchanges
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