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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

PICKING A RABBI

Temple Anshe Giborim needed
a rabbi. In case you've never

heard of Anshe Giborim. it should
be said Anshe Giborim means
Big Men or, as they say. Big
Shots. Temple Anshe Giborim
is situated almost anywhere.

I don’t know how Anshe Gibor-
im happened to lose their rabbi.
It may be that the wives of the
congregation didn’t like the rab-
bi’s wife and made her life mis-
erable. (They said she put on
too many airs and some of them
thought she dressed just too well
for a rabbi’s wife.)

Or maybe they felt embarrass-
ed by the rabbi's sermon against
the slums which offended all the
real estate interests. The Anshe

Giborim said a rabbi should stick
to Judaism. Or maybe they were
against the rabbi using so much
Hebrew in his prayers.

Anyway, if he hadn’t been
pushed out he would have run
out in self-defense and in self-
respect.

So Anshe Giborim were in
need of a rabbi and took steps.
The board of trustees decided
that the way to find a new one
was by an oratorical contest.
(That had been the way of many
a Reform congregation in search
of a rabbi, in the past.)

Every applicant would be in-
vited to come on and give Anshe
Giborim a trial sermon. The one

who, in the opinion of Anshe
Giborim, delivered the best ser-
mon would get the job. If they

could have a rabbi giving a trial
sermon each week for a year,

Anshe Giborim would have their
weekly religion practically for
nothing during that year, except
for the railroad and hotel bills
they would have to pay.

It turned out to be a fruitful
contest. Rabbis eager to escape

from other Anshe Giborim en-
tered the contest from all over
the country. Week after week
Anshe Giborim had another rab-
bi preaching to them.

I won’t bother your mind by
giving an alphabetical list of the
contestants. A couple of samples

will suffice, and it is enough to
speak of them as Rabbi A and
Rabbi B, although they might as
well have been Rabbi X and
Rabbi Z.

Rabbi A was one who if he
hadn't turned out to be a rabbi
could just as well have been an

A-l salesman. He could have
sold refrigerators to the Eski-
moes, as the old gag goes. The
way he poured it out in his trial
sermon had all the Anshe Gibor-
im in a spell.

Mrs. Zilch, the wife of the con-
gregation’s president said: “He
seemed to hold me all the way
through.”

The wife of the vice-president

said: "That man certainly has
something!"

Rabbi A stayed over through
Sunday, played golf with Mr.
Zilch, had dinner with the con-
gregation’s leading widget manu-

facturer, in the evening joined a
group at canasta. Everybody’s
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EDDIE CANTOR PLEDGES FULL TIME
TO UJA AS HE SAILS FOR ISRAEL
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Eddie Cantor, a National Campaign Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal,
shown with Mrs. Cantor as they left New York aboard the Queen Elizabeth
for a month’s visit to Israel. Mr. Cantor, making his first visit to the Jewish
State, declared that henceforth he would devote the major part of his time
to the United Jewish Appeal. The noted star of stage, screen and radio who
is one of American Jewry’s most vigorous UJA campaign leaders is visiting
Israel at the invitation of Premier David Ben Gurion. He and Mrs. Cantor
will survey the immigration, settlement and absorption programs financed
with funds contributed by the Jews of America to the UJA. The United
Jewish Appeal supports the reconstruction programs of the United Palestine
Appeal, Joint Distribution Committee and United Service for New Americans.

Israel Must Contract Immigration
Just When Jews May Leave

"Iron Curtain" Countries
JERUSALEM, (JTA) —Just at a time when the prospects for the

immigration of large numbers of Jews from East European coun-
tries to Israel are becoming brighter, the Jewish Agency and the
Israel Government are compelled—because of financial reasons—-
to limit the number of immigrants entering Israel to 12,500 a month.

This was reported this week at

a meeting of the joint immigra-

tion coordinating board estab-
lished by the Jewish Agency and
the Israel Government. It is un-
derstood that the Rumanian Gov-
ernment has agreed to permit all
Israel-bound immigrants who ob-
tained exit visas last month to
leave on Israel ships.

Reports received here place the
number of Jews who obtained
visas in Rumania recently at rel-
atively high levels. A transport
of 1,080 Rumanian immigrants

arrived in Haifa this week a-
board the Transylvania, the sin-
gle Rumanian liner on which im-
migrants have heretofore been
permitted to travel to Israel.

The meeting of the coordinat-
ing board decided to allocate 1,-
000,000 pounds ($2,800,000) for
the purchase of tents in which to
house an estimated 25,000 fam-
ilies in “tent colonies” near in-
dustrial and agricultural work
centers in various parts of the
country. It was also decided to

set up a committee of three to

work out a joint immigration and
absorption budget. The members
of the committee are: Finance
Minister Eliezer Kaplan; Agency
Treasurer Levi Eshkol; and Jew-
ish National Fund world head
Abraham Granet.

Four hundred thousand immi-
grants entered Israel since the

new state was proclaimed on May
14, 1948, it was announced by
Eliahu Dobkin, immigration chief
of the Jewish Agency. Os the
total, some 215.000 immigrants
came here from Europe while
92,000 came from Asia and 60.-
000 from Africa, he reported.
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Israel Seeks Freedom of Exit for
All Jews Wishing to Leave their

Countries, Share!! Says
LAKE SUCCESS. (JTA)—The major objectives of Israel's for-

eign policy are "peace with our neighbors, friendly relations with
all nations, advance of democracy, promotion of world peace, free-
dom of exit for all Jews wishing to leave for Israel, and full support
to the United Nations." Israel Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett de-

dared this week.
If established states refuse to

make peace with Israel, he add-
ed, the Jewish state will simply
go ahead with its work. “We
shall stick to the present armis-
tice agreements to the letter and
the spirit,” he said. “We shall al-
so quite naturally try to be ready
for any contingency. But the
main thing we shall do is to get
along with our job of developing
the country and settling the vast
number of immigrants who keep
pouring into Israel.”

The Foreign Minister spoke to
the U. N. correspondents by tele-
phone from Johannesburg as part
of an American, coast-to-coast
broadcast. Mr. Sharett expressed
his belief that "as long as the
U. N. exists and all nations be-
long to it, there is at least a hope
of peace being saved." He said
that U. N: Secretary-General
Trygye Lie deserved "special

credit for his constructive initia-
tive and persevering efforts,"

adding that Lie was acting "as a

true servant of the world peace."

Mr. Sharett expressed the be-
lief that the U. N. could solve
the Jerusalem problem if it
would accept the substance of Is-
rael’s new proposal for interna-
tionalizing the Holy Places. “I
sincerely believe that Israel’s new
proposals offer a genuine realis-
tic solution of the problem. They
adequately safeguard interna-
tional interest in the Holy Places
and they fully preserve the basic
national rights of the population
of Jerusalem and the fundamen-
tal position of the state of Israel,”
he declared.

Churchill Greets Hebrew
University; Describes

Himself as an
"Unfaltering Zionist"

LONDON, (JTA) Winston
Churchill, in a message addressed
to the annual meeting of the
Friends of the Hebrew Universi-
ty, this week extended best

wishes to the University and des-
cribed himself as an “unfaltering
Zionist who always had the in-
terest of the Jewish people at
heart.” The Conservative leader
said that a national university is
a primary element for a national
home.

The meeting heard Lord Sam-
uel, former Palestine High Com-
missioner, who presided, assert
that “Jerusalem, which has been
Israel’s capital in the past and
present, will remain so in the
future.” He described the Jewish
state’s new proposals for an in-
ternational regime to supervise
.the Holy Places as “wisely in-
spired and most ably formu-
lated.”

Jewish Broadcast
Slated For Sunday

“Cardozo” by Joseph Mindel,
will be presented by the Eternal
Light this Sunday, June 18 (NBC

Network, 12:30-1:00 P. M. DST),
according to an announcement by
the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, under whose auspices
the program is produced.

The Eternal Light, a coast-to-
coast radio program, is present-
ed weekly as a public service by
the National Broadcasting Com-
pany and its affiliated independ-
ent stations. Dr. Moshe Davis,
Dean of the Seminary’s Teachers
Institute and College of Jewish
Studies, is program editor.

“Cardozo” is the story of a
famous man and the qualities of
greatness that made him famous;
and of his tradition, equally great
and famous, which led him to a
new understanding of the law
through an old understanding of
people.

Music for the Eternal Light is
composed and arranged by Morris
Mamorsky and conducted by Mil-
ton Katims. The production is
under the direction of Jack
Kuney. Milton E. Krents is the
producer for the Seminary, and
Cantor Robert Segal will sing the
liturgical introduction.

Israel and Poland
Agree on Trade

JERUSALEM, (JTA) The
Governments of Israel and Poland
have agreed to extend their exis-
ting trade payments agreement
until Dec. 30, 1951, it was an-
nounced here this week

LAKE SUCCESS, (JTA) —ln
an interview here this week, John
Fletcher-Cooke, British delegate
to the U.N. Trusteeship Council,
characterized the Israel plan for
an international regime for the
Holy Places of Jerusalem as a
highly practical approach.

In agreement with previously-
expressed American and French
sentiments, Mr. Fletcher-Cooke
asserted that the new Israel pro-
posal constituted a clear advance
over former Israel positions on
the subject and that it was worthy

of serious study.
Asked whether the British ac-

tually favored the Israel formula
over others, he recalled that the
British view favored a plan ac-
ceptable to all sides and said
Great Britain would therefore
wait to see the reaction of Jordan

British Delegate to U. N. Lauds Israel
For Protection of Holy Places

to the proposal. He indicated,
however, that the Israel plan
might become the key proposal
when debate on Jerusalem is re-
newed at the General Assembly
this fall.

Senate's Majority Leader
Withdraws Motion to Bring
F.E.P.C Bill Before Senate

WASHINGTON, (JTA) —Sen-
ate Majority leader Scott Lucas
this week withdrew the adminis-
tration’s motion to bring the
F.E.P.C. Bill before the Senate.
He conceded that it would be
impossible to secure passage of
the measure at this time. He
promised, however, that adminis-
tration forces would make one

more attempt before the present
session ends.


