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Jewish Center
Soft Ball League

All games scheduled last
Sunday were postponed on ac-
count of rain.

Games scheduled for this
Sunday:

9 A. M.—Esquire vs. J. W. V.
10:30 A. M.—Y. P. L. vs.

Temple Brotherhood.

Rabbi Lefkowitz
Appointed to JDA

Rabbi Sidney M. Lefkowitz,
prominent Jacksonville spiritual
leader, has been named to the
National Council of the Joint De-
fense Appeal (JDA), it was an-
nounced today by Council Chair-
man Charles W. Morris of Louis-
ville, Ky.

The Joint Defense Appeal is
the fund-raising arm of the A-
merican Jewish Committee and
the Anti-Defamation League of
B’nai B’rith, the two oldest and
largest Jewish agencies devoted
to fostering democratic princi-
ples, combatting bigotry and
improving community relations
in the United States. In Jack-
sonville, the JDA is a beneficiary
of the Jewish Community Coun-
cil, Inc.

As a member of the JDA Na-
tional Council, Rabbi Lefkowitz
will join more than 950 commun-
ity leaders and industrial and
business figures from every sec-
tion of the nation who represent
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Your greeting in the 1950 Rosh Hashonah issue of The Southern Jewish *

Weekly will reach practically all your relatives, friends and acquaintances

in the South on September Blh. just prior to the Jewish New Year
holidays.

It will save you the bother and expense of sending individual greeting
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Miami Jewish Community
Population More Than 50,000
The Greater Miami Jewish community is holding its own by

keeping pace with the whirlwind growth of the general community.
This is the opinion of M. J. Kopelowitz, who masterminded the
Jewish population surveys conducted by the Greater Miami Jewish
Federation in 1944 and 1947.

In the 1947 study—the last un-
der Federation auspices the
year-round Jewish population
was given as 40,000. Assuming
that the Jewish community is
growing at the same rate as the
general community that is,
nine per cent per year Kopelo-
witz estimates that there has
been a 27 per cent hike in the
number of Jewish residents since
the last census and sets the pres-
ent figure slightly more than 50,-
000, or approximately ten per
cent of the county total.

A painstaking statistician, Ko-
pelowitz reveals that he arrived
at these figures only after an in-

tensive study of new Florida
Power & Light Co. installations,
synagogue membership and re-
ligious school enrollment.

Other observers, many of
whom hold key positions in the
Jewish community, challenge
Kopelowitz’ statistics, claiming
that they are unduly conserva-
tive. These people would set the
count at somewhere between 55,-
000 and 60,000.

In support of their contention,

they point to Sunday school en-
rollment, which has jumped

from 1,240 in 1947 to 2,384 this

past year. This represents almost

a 100 per cent increase, 328 more
students attended Hebrew class-
es during the past year than in
1947, a jump of over 50 per cent.

The rise in religous school en-

rollment, however, may be part-
ly attributed to the fact that

schools have been established in
all the suburban areas and are
more accessible than they were
three years ago.

Regardless of which estimate is
correct, no one would deny that

the Jewish population has risen

meteorically in the last ten years.

Evidence of the spectacular
growth is on every hand.

Chronicling this growth, Mor-

ris Klass, executive director of
the Greater Miami Jewish Feder-
ation, in his annual report, dis-
closed that when he came here

in October, 1941, Federation mas-

ter file listed 3,000 Jewish fam-
ilies. “We now have over 14,000

Jdressograph plates,” he added.
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Summer Camp
June Ist to Sept. 30th
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“2,200 Federation contributors
gave to the 1942 campaign. Our
1950 Combined Jewish Appeal
will have over 8,500. Federation’s
operating budget has grown
from $15,000 in 1941 to $102,000
in 1950 seven times greater.
However, its campaign returns
are 12 times greater from $lO3,
000 to $1,250,000.”

Continuing to compare the Mi-
ami of 1941 with the city of to-
day, Klass pointed out that there
were only five Jewish congrega-
tions in Dade County nine years
ago. whereas there are now over
four times that number. "There
were 26 Jewish organizations
listed in our files", he said.
"There are now well over 200.
There were three local Jewish
welfare agencies; there are now
12."

Further evidence that the Jew-
ish community is past the short
pants stage is reflected in the
growth of B’nai B’rith in this
area. In the past ten years it has
grown from a single lodge with
a handful of members to 28 or-
ganizations for men, women,
boys and girls with a combined
membership close to 3,000.

That the Jewish expansion has
been in every direction—North,
South, East and WeSt—is attested

to by the the development of
Jewish centers in all of the sub-
urban communities which have

mushroomed since the termina-
tion of the war. Coral Gables,

which at one time was restricted
to Jews, now boasts two Jewish
congregations—one enlarging its

present facilities and the other
erecting a house of worship. The
West Miami Jewish Center and
Temple Isaiah are both making

plans for construction of a build-
ing. The Hialeah-Miami Springs

Jewish Center broke ground for

its structure only a few weeks

ago and the Flagler - Granada
Jewish Center is conducting cor-

nerstone laying ceremonies this

Sunday.

Yes, the Jewish community is

definitely holding its own.

Expecting the synagogue by

itself to save American Jewry

from disintegration is like hang-

ing on desperately to the hand-
rail of a falling elevator.

* * *

No amount of economic verbi-
age can make jungle law sound
like human law.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

$32.50 PER MONTH

16th and Main

We furnish all utilities

CALL MR. WALKER

6-7371

their communities in interpreting
the work of the JDA agencies
and securing funds with which
to carry on the AJC-ADL pro-
grams of extending human
rights.

Rabbi Lefkowitz is spiritual
leader of Congregation Ahavath
Chesad. Active in Jacksonville
civic circles, he is a member of
,the executive board of the Urban
League, Volunteers of America
and the Community Chest. He
saw service overseas during the
last war and was awarded the
Bronze Star for outstanding val-
or.

By the same token that com-
posers are not ideal interpreters

of their own music, autobiogra-
phies are less reliable than biog-
raphies.

NOT A “MESHORRER”

The Hebrew word meshorrer

means a singer in a choir and it
also means poet. When the fam-
ous Hebrew poet Bialik visited
this country some years ago, he
asked that they look up a neph-
ew of his who worked at the
lowly occupation of truck driv-
ing in Connecticut.

When the truck driving Bialik
was found and told that his uncle
a famous Hebrew meshorrer, was
visiting in the country, he ex-
pressed amazement.

“A meshorrer,” he said, “why,
my uncle never sang in a syna-
gogue choir.”

When we place a premium on

ambition, we approve of the
sense of insecurity.
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