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Ben Gnrion and the Bible
• -
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We were quite concerned when
Ben-Gurion declared recently that
the Jewish people made no contri-
bution to the world since the Bible,
with the possible exception of pro-
ducing a Spinoza or Einstein. His
statement touched off a hornet's nest
in Israel. The Premier called on
Jewish artists and writers to revital-
ize the Bible and to disregard the in-
tellectual creations of the Diaspora.

One of our columnists, Nathan
Ziprin, has the following to say
about Ben-Gurion’s observations;

Since not even so great a figure as
Ben-Gurion can lay claim to infallibility, we are moved to
remark that the Premier was off the path when he minimized
the literary and creative contributions of the galuth and their
effect not only on contemporary Jewish history but on Israel
itself. In fact if it were not for the moral, literary, artistic
and scholarly creations of the galuth there might not have
been the wherewithal for the historic ingathering. In the first
place there was the post Biblical wealth, the Mishnah and the
Talmud and the host of ecclesiastical works that influenced
Jewish thinking and Jewish life. There was the great Jewish
renaissance in Spain. There was the great period of Jewish
scholarship in Germany. And there was the weaving of a
great literature and folklore and other art mediums by the
six million who perished. There was Mendele and Sholem
Aleichem and Bialik. There was chassidism and the enlight-
ment movement. Over the centuries since the Bible there
were Jewish scholars who enriched our spiritual wealth with
book and voice and lesson. There was Rashi and Rambam
without whose commentaries the Bible might have been lost
to us.

There is no gain saying that the Bible has been the source
and well of our Jewish life. As much as we love and admire
the Bible, both for its ethical, moral and religious value, we
cannot concede that it has been the only great Jewish contri-
bution to the world. Our Jewish values since the Giving of
the Law are an enduring monument to our Jewish civiliza-
tion. When those values are forgotten it will be a sad day in
Jewish history.
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The
Jewish

Quiz
Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1953, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: What is "Tisha
B'av (occuring this year on July
21, 1953)? (L. 8., Valdosta. Ga.)

ANSWER: “Tisha B’av” is the
Fast of the “Ninth” Day of the
Hebrew month. The Mishnah
(Taanit 4:6) relates that several
incidents of a tragic nature hap-
pened on that date. On the 9th
of Av it was decreed that the Is-
raelites in the desert would not
personally enter the promised
land of Israel (Numbers 14:29).
The first Temple in .Jerusalem
was destroyed by Nebuchadnez-
ber of Babylonia on that day.
Even the destruction of the sec-
ond Temple by the Romans, years
later, took place on that very
same day. The city of Bethar,
which was the scene of the Heroic
Bar Cochba’s final defeat, fell on
that day.

For all these reasons the Ninth
day of Av was made a fast day.
It is also interesting to note that
certain tragic events in later
Jewish history also occurred on
that very same date.

* * * * i*

QUESTION: Why is it custom-
ary in some congregations to ex-
tinguish the lights on "Tisha
B'av"?

ANSWER: It has become a cus-
tom in some synagogues to put
out all the lights except the one
which is necessary for the reading
of the Scroll of Lamentations on
the night of the fast of Tisha
B’av.

The source of the custom is
traced by some writers to a Mid-
rashic account given on the Book
of Lamentations where the Al-
mighty speaks to his ministering
angels and compares himself to a
King who sits in mourning and
douses the lights to indicate how
darkness has overtaken him.
Thus, is the Almighty quoted as
saying that the Sun’s and the
Moon’s light was dimmed because
Os the mournful occasion of the
destruction of the Temple.

To signify that the absence of
the Temple of Jerusalem has di-_
minished the light of the world,
we sit in darkness on the night of
the Fast. It also be con-
sidered as a symbol of the fact
that when the Temple was de-
stroyed, of course its lights went
out. Sitting in a darkened syna-
gogue, which is in itself a replica
of the Temple, reminds us of the
darkness that was brought into
the original temple at the hands
Os the foe who sought to destroy
it and accomplish their evil mis-
sion, at least in the physical
sense. \
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Between You and Me..
BY BORIS SMOLM) (Copyright, 1953, Jewish Telegraphic
a * "vmo snuuui Agency, Inc.)
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COMMUNAL ISSUES
The Council of Jewish Federations and

Welfare Funds is continuing to recommend
the establishment of a central budget to fix
priorities in the use of American Jewish
philanthropic funds for Israeli needs . . . In
an analysis of American Jewish philanthropy
in Israel, the CJFWF comes to the conclusion
that only through a central Israel budget can
money raised in the United States be chanel-

led into programs in Israel which meet the most pressing
needs of the country at the present time .. . The establishment
of a central Israel budget, long urged by CJFWF, provides
that a representative body in Israel should determine the
priorities and designate the uses to which philanthropic funds
raised in the United States should be put . . . The idea is
strongly opposed by leaders of the Hadassah and of the
Histadrut campaign in America who fear that their drives
might be affected if a central body were to decide on priorities
in using monies raised in this country ... The CJFWF stresses
the fact that American Jewish philanthropy is still an impor-
tant element in the current functioning of the whole economy
of Israel because it is a major source of foreign purchasing
power ... In the past year funds derived from philanthropic
drives in the United States contributed somewhat more to
the foreign purchasing power of Israel than either the Israel
Bond sales or the grants-in-aid of the U. S. Government . . .

This, at a time when the attempt on the part of the Israel
Government to achieve a balanced foreign exchange budget
has restricted the government’s ability to import necessary
supplies and material . . . The income which Israel will now
receive under the reparations pact with Germany will, it is
believed, somewhat ease the situation this summer . . . But
a part of the beneficial effect of these payments willbe offset
by an anticipated reduction of other sources of income on
which Israel has relied in the past

. . . There is, therefore, no
expectation that the burden imposed by Israel’s shortage of
foreign financial resources will be lightened . . . The estab-
lishment of a central Israeli budget is, thus, considered by
the leaders of the Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds as
a matter of utmost importance both for Israel and for Jewish
contributors in this country . .
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RUBINIRON works
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GUARANTEED
Used Cars, Any Make or Model

Wholesale Prices from SIOO - S3OO
Lower in Cost than on today's market

ALSO NEW CHRYSLERS & PLYMOUTHS
at

QUKLET MOTORS, he.
Orange Park, Fla. Phone 112-8-2611
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