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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

MR. HILLEL'S VACATION
Our Mr. Hillel (Hillel Widget

Corporation)—he's the one who
likes to contribute to this column
from time to time—had just re*
turned from his vacation ... "I
spent it on Mars." he said simply
and quite casually, I thought,
"and it was the most enjoyable
vacation I've ever had."

“You mean Mars, Wis. or Mars,
Kansas?” I asked him.

"I mean the planet Mars." he
replied. "That's where I had my
vacation."

Os course, first of all I had to
know how he got there, inter-
stellar transportation being as
meager as it is.

"I went there in my own space
ship," he said. Mr. Hillel had
been observing space ships in his
television set—Capt. Video's and
the others' . . . "So I said to my-
self what Capt. Video and the
others can do I can."

He consulted with his widget
engineers and they, what with
one widget and another, soon put
together a most serviceable space
ship

... “Iwon’t bother you with
all the mechanical details since
you woundn’t understand them
anywhy,” he remarked. “I myself
don’t understand it all either be-
cause I have no knowledge in the
least of astro-dynamics.”

In short order Mr. Hillel's space
ship was ready to sail. Across its
length he caused to be painted an
advertisement: "Hillel Widgets!"
Though Mr. Hillel was strictly on
a vacation trip he thought to com-
bine a bit of business with all the
pleasure by introducing his wid-
gets to the Martians . . . "So on
July 4 ( landed on Mars." he said.

Mr. Hillel wasn’t offering any
scientific observations of his trip.
“I hadn’t gone .to Mars for
science’s sake.” It was purely to
study the Jewish problem there.”

Mr. Hillel had studied the Jew-
ish problem at Miami in Florida,
at Atlantic City and in the Cat-
skills. As a man whose search for
knowledge likes to reach out into
the universe, he felt he had ac-
quired all the Jewish education
*o be had in the rather narrow
limits of Miami, Atlantic City
and the Catskills . . . 'Tor that
reason I decided to try Mars."

Thousands of Martians were on
the landing field as Mr. Hillel ap-
proached out of the universe. He
was a bit worried as he looked
down upon the multitude of the
Martians. Were they friends or

enemies?. Would they shoot at
him? Mr. Hillel was ready for
anything but not a shot was fired.

Upon landing he thanked the
Martians for not pointing even
one gun at him. They asked him,

"What's a gun?"
“A gun,” he replied, “is some-

thing to kill people with.”
They told him they knew noth-,

iqg about that sort of thing. They
•aid they leave death to God's
hands; life is too sacred for their
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TRYGVE LIE WILL ADDRESS
OJA NATIONAL CONFERENCE
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Trygve Lie, former Secretary-General of the United Nations, will make
his first major address before a Jewish audience at the United Jewish Appeal s

National Report Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct. 10th and 11th. Mr. ,

who presided over the U.N. until early this year and who has devoted his

life to the welfare of the world’s two and one half billion people, will join

with other national and international figures in addressing the two-day

conference. The conference will be the highpoint of an emergency four week

effort to provide the cash means by which the young democracy of Israel can

sustain itself in the face of serious burdens which are hampering her drive

toward economic self-sufficiency. A goal of $25,000,000 has already been an-

nounced by Joseph Holtzman of Detroit, the Appeal s National Cash Chairman.

$3.00 A YEAR

House Group Scored
By Jewish Leaders

Dr. Israel Goldstein, president of the American Jewish Congress,

and rabbi of Congregation B'nai Jeshurun of New York City, and
Rabbi Maurice N. Eiaendrath, president of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, issued a joint statement in comment on testi-
mony of Benjamin Gitlow before the House Committe on Un-Ameri-
can Activities, that the late Rabbi Stephen Wise and Judah Magnes
were among a number of clergymen "who carried out the instruc-
tions of the Communist party or collaborated with it."

The late rabbi Wise headed the
American Jewish Congress for
many years, while both the Free
Synagogue which Dr. Wise found-
ed, and Temple Emanuel in New
York of which Dr. Magnes was

rabbi for several years, are affili-
ated with the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations.

Joxons To Leave For
Israel Conference

A group of Jacksonville com-
munity leaders will attend a na-

tional economic conference on Is-
rael in Washington, September 26
to 28, Leonard Moss, chairman of
the Jacksonville Committee of
Bonds for Israel, said this week.

“Israel today is maintaining its
pace as one of the world’s swiftest
growing democracies,” he said.
“However, much remains to be

done if Israel is to continue to
progress towards her goal of eco-
nomic • independence.”

Their statement follows:

“The Congressional committees
have evidently decided to become
forums for defaming the dead as
well as the living. For the Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities
to have permitted the publication
of the fantastic charges of ex-
Communist leader Gitlow against

persons, both living and dead,
among whom have been foremost
spiritual leaders of the American
people, is a shocking and fright- .

ening betrayal of elementary pub-

lic responsibility and decency.

We earnestly hope that this
climatic revelation of the irre-
sponsible character of the Com-
mittee’s procedures will move the
American people to action in de-
fense of their liberties.

"For half a century, the late
Stephen Wise was America's fore-

most rabbi and Judaism's proud-
est champion. Men of all faiths
and creeds looked to him as one
of the nation's most dauntless
and effective foes of injustice and
corruption wherever they appear-.,
ed. The late Rabbi Magnes served
with distinction, first as rabbi of
one of America's largest Reform
congregations and later, after
1924, for a quarter of a century

as President of the Hebrew Uni-
versity in Jerusalem. Both men

were hailed the world over as
among the most independent,
courageous and moral figures of
our generation. Both men whose

views frequently differed widely,
took direction only from their
own consciences and the deep re-
ligious and ethical principles by

which they were motivated
throughout their lives. To charge

them with having taken instruc-

tion from the Communist party

and having collaborated with it
is a contemptible and vile dese-

cration of two of the most noble
and revered names in American
Jewish history."

Jewish Broadcast
Set for Sunday

On Sunday, September 27, 1953,
(1230-1 P. M., EDST, NBC Net-
work), the Eternal Light will pre-

sent “Thirty-Six,” written by
Joseph Mindel.

‘Thirty-Six” is an imaginative
folk legend about the thirty-six

hidden saints who are supposed to
exist in each generation. It is the
story of a few simple men who,
through their piety, virtue and
good deeds, prove to be among
the leaders of their village and
their time.
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BY HARRY SIMONHOFF
The American high command in 1779 decided

it was time to retake Savannah from the British.

General Lincoln and Count d’Estaing selected Levi

Sheftall and Philip Minis, both born in Georgia,

to guide the expedition. The patriots made the

landing but needed provisions badly. The com-

manders applied to Abigail Minis, a matron past

80, for the necessary supplies. The keen old busi-

ness woman knew the Continental Army to be a

poor credit risk; but how could she fail the cause

of independence and her own Georgia, in which

she had lived 56 years.

It turned out to be a bad deal; the American

forces suffered a disastrous defeat. Not getting

paid was small worry. Far worse were the resent-

ments of the English, who had mistaken the old

dame for a Torv. The British decided to prefer

charges that she was a Whig, the opening measure

for confiscation. Her son Philip, a vile rebel al-

ready on the blacklist, could never hold office

under any Royal governor.

The old lady acted with ready decision. She

and her five daughters petitioned Governor Wright

and the Royal Council to permit them, including

their Negroes, to leave for Charleston. She also

Draved for a trustee to oversee her property and

even had the temerity to request a boat to trans-

port them with their personal property on a flag

of truce. Surprisingly the petition was granted.

Was it an act of gracious clemency? Or were the

British swayed by political

was equally divided between Tories and Whigs, as

the patriots called themselves. Courtesy might be

a better gesture for retaining the Loyalists and

possibly winning over the patriots,

treatment to a-group of helpless women. Appar-

‘„,,yit did not hurt the Minis cause to have some

friends in the Shemy camp.

The female octogenarian struggled hard to sup-

oort her household; but she seemed equal to the

She requested compensation of the military

The Jewess of Savannah, Georgia
leaders for supplies advanced to the American
forces. They could not or would nOt help her.
Believing Mordecai Sheftall might possibly be in
Philadelphia, she wrote her old friend to dig up

documents and file her claim with the National
government. In the same letter, she suggests that
he use the money should he secure any —for
goods that might bring a good return. Her alert
mind never missed the opportunity to do business.

The Matriarch Evolved

Abigail Minis represents a type by no means
rare in Diaspora Jewry. She belongs to the class of
matriarchs evolved in the checkered history of a
minority hovering on the periphery of danger and
exile. After the destruction of the state, the
anomalous Jewish position was summed up in the
annual Seder of the Passover feast: “in every gen-
eration adversaries rise up to annihilate us; but
the Blessed Holy One saves us from their hands.”

Physical survival and preservation of Judaism
were the objectives to which everything else was
subordinate. The men repudiated all Gentile
values of glory in physical prowess for unarmed
pacifism. Newly married women sacrificed ro-
mance and beauty by shearing their locks of hair.
The ancient spiritual tradition would die out un-
less the sensitive could dedicate their lives to its
preservation. The scholarly spent night and day in
the study chapels. The women became the bread-
winners. *
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Glueckel of Hamlin left a fascinating biography

of the Jewish wife, mother and business woman of
the 17th century. Conditions might have favored,

her development. Yet the ideal for the Jewish
matriarch is poetically delineated in the closing
chapter of Proverbs. Central and Eastern Europe

saw many “woman of valor” earning the family
support while husbands devoted their lives to the
Torah.

(Ccntimud on Pago 4)


