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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

A RABBI AND JESUS
I have in hand a new book by

my friend. Rabbi G. George Fox
of Chicago on "The Jews, Jesus
and Christ" published by Argus
Boolcs, Chicago. Upon receiving
the book I felt taken back many
yean when George Fox and I
were in the Hebrew Union Col*
lege together, both of us reach*
ing toward the rabbinate.

I fell by the way but managed
to pick myself up and go on from
there to being a columnist instead
of rabbi; George Fox went on to
the rabbinate and until his retire-
ment a few years ago served a
Chicago congregation through
many years.

WelL it's rather pleasant to
remember one's self from way
beck. Sometimes I come across
a rabbi who envies me because I
escaped the rabbinate and found
refuge in a column. Only recently
one said: "You as columnist have
a much larger congregation than
I could ever have even were I
file rabbi of Temple Emanuel in
New York which, I guess, is quite
big. And you have a better job
than any rabbi. You don't have
to worry about pleasing all the
members of the congregation of
your readers. Mr. Zilch is in no
position to make your life miser*
able and maybe to get you fired.
You should be thankful to the
Hebrew Union College for throw*
ing you out of there in time."

I replied I wasn’t exactly
thrown out, but young as I was,
and despite my intellectual back-
wardness, I was able to discern
what must eventually come to

me. I got out of there a jump

ahead of the faculty.
But for that I would today be

an aging rabbi of whom/ the
nastie members of the congrega-
tion would be saying it's time
they got rid of me ... "He's cer-
tainly no ornament to our tem-
ple. We aren't'running an old
men's home."

And the women would be de-
manding a much handsomer rabbi
in the image of somebody like
Gregory Peck . . . “We need
someone who will be more dec-
orative. And, besides, he is pretty
much of an old bore, tjie way he
talks, the old stuff week in and
week out. That stuff about the
duties of being a Jew . .

. The
Ten Commandments and the pro-
phets and all that. We should get

a young rabbi who can keep us
up-to-date on current events.”

Poor old Rabbi Segal! Bui
maybe there might be some truth
in what the congregation would
be saying against me, for here I
am rambling around like some
ancient gaffer. I started out to re-
port on George Fox's new book
and here I am already a number
of paragraphs away from that
purpose: like a confused old man.

So I hurry back to Rabbi Fox’s
new book at which I began. It is

really most comforting to read a

book that runs along with one’s
(Continued on Page 7)
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Atlanta—Henry Schultz (right), National Chairman
of the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, presents
citation to Frank Garson of Atlanta for nine years service
as ADL Commissioner at 6th annual meeting of ADL’s'
Southern Regional Board, while William B. Bloom, Board
Chairman, looks on.

More than 80 delegates representing 11 southern states
attended the two-day sessions. _
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United Synagogues To Heel
In Miami Beach

The 1953 National Convention
of the United Synagogue of
America will be held from Sun-
day, November 15 th through

Thursday, November 19th at the
Casablanca Hotel in Miami
Beach, it was announced this
week by Mr. Maxwell Abbell of
Chicago, President of the Organi-

zation.

The United Synagogue is the
overall organization of Conserva-
tive Congregations in the United
States and in Canada. It now
totals over 450 affiliates.

“Building Synagogue Leader-

ship” is the theme of the Con-
vention and of the Presidential
address to be delivered at the
opening Session which will take
place within the framework of a

special Service at the Miami
Beach Jewish Center on Sunday,
November 15th.

A major presentation by Dr.

Simon Greenberg, Executive Di-
rector of the United Synagogue
on “Synagogue and Community”

will assume particular signifi-
cance by formulating the position
of the Conservative Movement
on the Leadership problem in the
Jewish community at large.

Emergency Meeting Set
By Local Zionist Groups

A large audience of local people interested in the fate of Israel
is expected to attend an emergency meeting to be held at the Jack-
sonville Jewish Center, corner Third and Silver Street, on Wednes-
day evening, November 4th beginning at 8 o'clock. Featured guest
speaker will be Rabbi I. Usher Kirshblum, it was announced by
Isadore Moscovilz, program chairman and public relations director
of the Jacksonville Zionist District, which together with the local
Hadassah groups are co-sponsoring the affair.

Anniversary of Passing
of Israel's Founder-President

To Be Observed

JERUSALEM, (ISI) Memor-
ial observances of the first an-
niversary of the passing of Is-
rael’s first President, Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, will take place in Is-
rael from October 29 to Novem-
ber 5.

The ceremonies will include
the formal opening of the “Yad
(Memorial) Chaim Weizmann” at
Rehovot, where the late President
lived and died, a pilgrimage to
the tomb of Israel’s Founder-Pres-
ident to be led by President Ben-
Zvi, and a torchlight procession
by the youth of Rehovpt.

Memorial services were held
on October 29 in all of the na-
tion’s synagogues. On October 30,
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion
will speak at the memorial as-
sembly in Rehovot.

Other features will include
memorial lectures to be delivered
in Jerusalem by Foreign Minister
Moshe Sharett and Dr. Nahum
Goldmann, Chairman of the Exe-
cutive of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine; the dedication of the
Isaac Wolfson Building for the
Department of Experimental Bio-
logy and the laying of the corner-
stone of the Physics Department
Building at the Weizmann Insti-
tute, Rehovot.

The topic of Kirshblum’s ad-
dress will be “Tension in the
Middle East.” The talk is expect-
ed to acquaint the people of this
community with the true situa-
tion with regard to the crisis in
Israel.
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Rabbi I. Usher Kirshblum

Kirshblum, a vice-president of

the Z.0.A., is national member-
ship chairman. He was recently

elected as one of 34 delegates to
the World Zionist Congress to be
held in Jerusalem. He studied at
Brooklyn College and was grad-

uated from the Jewish Institute
of Religion which was founded
by Dr. Stephen S. Wise. A former
member of the board of the Uni-
ted Palestine Appeal and of the
Jewish National Fund, he is at
present on the board of the Uni-
ted Synagogue of America.

The speaker is expected to dis-
cuss vital current matters which
have alarmed American Jewry

when the U. S. State Department
hastily attempted to picture Is-
rael as the sole culpable party in
the controversy with Arab lands.
Such action contrasts sharply

with the State Department’s fail-
ure to reveal similar indignation
during the past three years when
more than 400 Israelis were killed
by Arab marauders.

The meeting will be opened by

Cantor A. Marlon, president of
the local district. Marton will
give a brief report of the South-
eastern Region conclave held re-
cently in Memphis. The general

public is cordially invited to the
meeting. A reception in honor of
the speaker will be held after
adjournment.

WASHINGTON, D. C. Philip M. Klutznick,

President of B’nai B’rith, called on the State De-

partment to rescind its action against Israel in a

letter sent to Secretary of State John Foster

Dulles. Pointing out at the same time that anti-

Semites would be encouraged by the State De-

partment’s action, Mr. Klutznick said ini his

letter:
“We have been following with grave concern

the deplorable violence developing along the bor-

ders of Israel and the Arab states, and the position

taken by our Government to alleviate that criti-

cal situation. B’nai B’rith has always supported

with deep sympathy our Government’s desire to

be the medium through which peace and security

can be established in that area of mounting ten-

sion.
“It seems clear to us, however, that the cause

of peace in the Middle East has been severely re-

tarded by the abrupt actions of our State Depart-

ment this week. The unusual sharpness of the

charges it has leveled against Israel in the public

press at a time when the United Nations Security

State Department Is Asked To
Rescind Action Against Israel

Council is considering the dispute indicates that
it has prejudged the case against Israel.

“The situation that has developed between Is-
rael and the Arab states cannot be judged on the
basis of one incident of violence but must be con-

sidered in the context of the long series of border
raids and reprisals that have been taking place for
more than three years. In that time more than
420 Israelis—innocent men, women and children —

have been killed by Arabs, according to a list
issued by the Government of Israel. According to

information in our possession, the United States
Government was notified of these incidents, but
the record does not show any official reaction
comparable in severity to the punitive measures
that have just been taken against Israel. It is re-
grettable that in the present instance our Govern-

ment could not have shown the commendable
patience and understanding which it displayed on

previous occasions where Arab states were in-

volved.
(Continued on Pago S)


