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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

HOUSE AT No. 838

I was on vacation in New York
and strolling along Fifth Avenue
and on the way came to the house
,at No. 838. A chaste, slender, whit-
ish structure of pristine stone and
seven stories high. Nothing on the
door to tell me whose house this
was, but high above the door,
across the width of the stone
facade, stood a carved Command-
ment in foot-high letters: “THOU
SHALT LOVE THY NEIGH-
BORS AS THYSELF."

Though, in the course of writ-
ing this column I had often my-

self quoted this Commandment
out of Leviticus 19, I found my-

self arguing with it when it sud-
denly impinged upon my con-
sciousness, foot high, on stone on
Fifth Avenue. Before this I had
always read it in small characters
in books of Holy Writ.

Now I talked back at this house
of No. 838 as it recited this Com-
mandment to me off its wall . . .

, "After all" I said, "aren't you
asking too much of me to love all

my neighbors? Haven't I a good

moral right to despise a lot of
them? I just can't love that New
York guy who cheated me so
thoroughly this very morning.

The way he took advantage of
my provincial innocence by far
overcharging me for washing my

underwear which I had brought
to his laundry. There wasn't a lot

of money involved in it, but it
was the principle of the thing, as
they say. How can I love that
person? I call him neighbor only

because he is, anyway, of the
human race.

“And if you would care to know
the whole truth there are a lot
of other New Yorkers unworthy

to be loved by me as your Com-
mandment says. That laundry-

man was but a sample of other
New Yorkers it is hard to love.
For these the performance of
most ordinary courtesies is a
cause for holding their hands out

for cash' gratuities. When at ab-
sent-minded intervals I forget to

hand it out to them, they give me
looks of scorn that as plain as

words call me a cheapskate.
"Yes, it gets really impossible

to love everybody in New York
as this Commandment tells me to.

Perhaps this carving on your wall
had better be changed to read:
"Love thy neighbor as thyself

wherever possible."
Yet as a matter of common

courtesy becoming to a visitor, I
felt I should tell No. 838 that I

didn’t think all New Yorkers are
to be despised. Only the day be-

fore on 42nd Street I had dis-
covered three New Yorkers I

could love. They were a couple of
cops and a medical student kneel-
ing in the middle of the 42nd

street traffic beside the figure of

a woman who had fallen there in

a faint. One of the police had

taken of his coat to make a cush-

ion for her head; the three were

doing all they could for her until

the ambulance arrived.
(Continued on Page 8)

ARAB VILLAGE IN ISRAEL BENEFITS
FROM ISRAEL BOND WATER PROJECTS

Wash day is now a happy day for the housewives of Taibeh, since they no
longer- have to cart heavy barrels of water from the center of town to their
backyards. Their northern Israeli village, with a population of 2,000, is one
of the few Arab villages in the Middle East to have the convenience of a steady

flow of fresh water from deep-well and irrigation projects. Their new supply
of water was brought to them by the Mekorot Company, a national water-

works firm whose expanding operations are financed by investment capital
derived from the State of Israel Bond Issue. For the all-Arab villageof Taibeh,
the new deep-well project ends the community’s need to depend on an un-
certain and unsanitary centuries-old well, which previously was the only source
of water. In addition, the agricultural yields of the Arab farms are being
increased as a result of the steady flow of water of the new irrigation system-

Jews Present Protest to Austrian
Chancellor on Claims Deadlock

VIENNA. (JTA) A five-page letter outlining the stand of the

world Jewish organizations toward the Austrian Government's break-
ing off negotiations for payment of compensation for heirless prop-

erly of Jewish families annihilated by the Nazis in Austria, was pre-

sented to Chancellor Dr. Julius Raab last week-end by Fred Feder,

director of the Joint Distribution Committee in Austria.

The letter, which was signed

by Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chair-
man of the Joint Executive Board
for Jewish Claims on Austria,
practically accuses the Austrian
Government of breaking its prom-

ises and demands that a settle-
ment of Jewish claims should pre-

cede the enactment of measures
benefitting former Nazis. The let-
ter declares that the Austrian
Government’s announcement that
it was impossible to make a lump

sum settlement of heirless Jewish
property claims came as a “sur-
prise” and caused “consternation.”

The Austrian interpretation that
settlement depends on a case-by-
case study to be made six months
after ratification of an Austrian
state treaty is not shared by other
governments, Dr. Goldmann’s let-
ter states. It points out that the
Allied Council in Austria, inform-
ed of the progress of the Austro-
Jewish talks, had posed no objec-

tions. Dr. Goldmann also notes

that the Austrian treaty is not

yet completed and may never be
completed.

The Jewish groups, the letter
concludes, have reduced the
claims against Austria to the

“limit of our conscience.” But, it
says, the Jews are still prepared
to discuss methods of liquidating
any agreed amount in a manner
which would impose little bur-
den on the Austrian economy. Dr.
Goldmann writer of the Jewish
groups’ willingness to reopen dis-
cussions on both a legislative pro-
gram for surviving persedutees

and on settlement of the heirless
property problem.

Britain to Consider Jewish
Request for Intervention

With Austria
l

LONDON, (JTA) The British
Government will give sympathe-
tic consideration to a request of
a British Jewish delegation that
it intervene to help the Confer-
ence on Jewish Claims Against

Austria obtain a fair settlement
of Jewish demands, Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs Selwyn
Lloyd promised the Jewish dele-
gation. The deputation was. head-
ed by Barnett Janner, member of
the claims conference executive
and an MP.
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Israel Prods U. N. Secretary to
Arrange Direct Talks With Jordan

UNITED NATIONS. (JTA) lsrael has reminded the Secretary

General of the United Nations that he is obligated to convoke a

conference between Israel and Jordan under the terms of the general

armistice agreement, it was disclosed last week.
A communication from the Is-

rael Government to the Secretary

General said that the situation on
the Israel-Jordan frontier had
deteriorated further in recent

weeks and that a conference is
more urgent now than it was
when Israel invoked Article XII

of the armistice which makes a
meeting of both sides compulsory.

(In Amman, the Jordan capital.

Premier Fawzi el Mulki said to-
day that the Jordanian Govern-
ment was categorically opposed
to talks with Israel aimed at
modifying or suspending armis-
tice provisions to reach a peace
accord. He said the seven other
Arab Slates from which commu-
nications were received agree
with the Jordanian rejection of
such talks.)

Ambassador Abba Eban in a
press conference last week said
that a month had elapsed since
he had invoked Article XII and
that nothing had been heard of
any progress. “Our disquiet is
fully justified,” he declared. The
armistice agreement states that
the Secretary General shall con-
voke a conference and Mr. Eban
emphasized that this was a clear
obligation.

The Israeli representative said
that during the past month there
had been 15 attacks by marauders
from across the Jordan border.
Some of these incidents had re-

sulted in loss of life. The fre-
quency of these attacks had made
it clear that "decisive measures
are necessary to save the armis-
tice system from further deter-
ioration." Mr. Eban slated.

He indicated that this was not
only,a violation of the armistice
agreement and the Security Coun-

-450 Colleges and
Universities Eliminate
Bias From Application

NEW YORK, (JTA) Some
450 of a total of 518 non-sectarian
institutions of higher education
throughout the country have re-

vised their application forms to
eliminate direct or indirect ques-

tions of a discriminatory nature,
the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation
League announced here last week-
end. Two hundred and seventy-
two of the colleges, junior col-
leges and universities which
changed their forms were located
in New York State.

Henry Edward Schultz, nation-
al chairman of the ADL, revealed
that 92 percent of the institutions
surveyed had indicated that they

asked at least one question which
tended to be discriminatory—-

about religion, race, name of pa-

rents, language spoken at home,
etc. He added that most of the
colleges requested to make
changes in their application
blanks had done so.

cil resolution ordering Egypt to
stop the Suez Canal blockade but
an extension of these “piratical
acts” to food. He indicated Israel
might pursue the matter further
in the Security Council.

Talks on Formation of
New Israel Cabinet
Make No Progress

TEL AVIV, (JTA) Leaders of
the Mapai Party last week indi-
cated that if the General Zionists
continue to put obstacles in the
path of the formation of a new
Cabinet by Acting Premier Moshe
Sharett, the Mapai will approach
the smaller parties to form a
coalition government without the

General Zionists.
Should the latter move not

prove successful, the Mapai will
call for general elections, the
leaders of the party declared.
They expressed the hope that the
situation would not come to that
point and that the parties con-
cerned would not force the coun-
try into new parliamentary elec-
tions at the present time. It is
generally believed that an under-
standing will be reached by the
middle of this week. ,

Meanwhile, the smaller parties
have indicated a willingness to
enter a coalition with the Mapai
alone, but at a price. The Progres-

sives and the Labor Mizrachi
groups demand scrapping of the
proposed election law which
would restrict Parliamentary rep-

resentation to parties which re-
ceive at least 10 percent of the

total vote in a national election.
The Mizrachi and the Labor Miz-
rachi would demand prohibition
of the sale of pork in Israel, as
one of the conditions for entering

a coalition with the Mapai but
without the General Zionists.

• USSR Joins Foes of Big
Three Resolution in

Security Council

UNITED NATIONS, (JTA)

The Soviet Union allied itself in
the Security Council with Nation-
alist China, Pakistan and The
Lebanon in an effort to torpedo

an amended draft resolution in-
troduced by the United States,
Britain and France, seeking set-
tlement of the Israeli-Syrian dis-
pute over the Israeli hydroelectric
development at Bnot Yaakov in
the demilitarized zone.

The Soviet delegate, after vio-
lently criticizing the three-power
resolution as being “irrelevant to
the issue” and for introducing
broad new issues of economic
development, formally called for
indefinite postponement of a vote
on the resolution.


