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Southern Zionist youths through-
out this territory have just com-
pleted an interesting conclave at
Daytona Beach. Most of the young-
sters were of high school age. When
they reach college, what will be
their future in Zionism? An inter-
esting talk along these lines was
made recently by the national direc-
tor of B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation,

Arthur J. Lelyveld, who says as fol-
lows:

Organized Zionism is not having a
happy time on the university cam-
pus. This is not an isolated phenom-

enon. The response of university students today to move-
ments and causes, however worthy has been blocked by the
triple barrier of casualism, caution and conformity. Young
people today, reflecting the mood of our society, are not
easily fired by conviction. Lacking commitments which make
demands upon them, they are not enlisting in great numbers
in causes.

#

The mood of Jewish youth was different before 1948,
when, with hundreds of thousands of our people homeless
and denied entrance to their land, the patent injustice and
brutality of the mandatory power and the evident need to
wrest a state from a reluctant world created a situation that
made demands upon the conscience of students. The impera-
tive and dramatic quality of those demands has disappeared.
Stating the evident truths that the Zionist aim of revival of
the Jewish people is as yet incompletely fulfilled and that the
State of Israel is as yet not wholly secure, will not change the
psychological pattern. These facts may elicit assent and sym-
pathy, but not the impulse to enlist.

A second factor accounting for the low ebb of organized
Zionism on the college campus is the fact that youth adjusts
more rapidly to changed conditions than do their elders. A
complete transition-generation on the college campus is but
four years. In the adult community, both traditionally and
actually, a societal change cannot be brought about in less
than forty years. While the adult community’s transition-
generation is struggling to redefine the meaning of Zionism,
the young people have in practice already done so.

(Continued on Page 6).
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The
Jewish
Quiz
Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
\

QUESTION: What is a "Bobe
Maase?"

ANSWER: A “Bobe Maase’’ is
a general term usually given to
any tale of fantasy. The expres-
sion is a Jewish one and is made
up of what is believed to be words
“Bobe” meaning a grandmother
and “Masse” meaning a “tale.”
The combination would be an ex-
pression for a tale to children by
a grandmother.

* * * ***

QUESTION: What is the deri-
vation of this term?

ANSWER: It is commonly held
that this term originated in the
domestic custom where the grand-
mother of the family used to tell
the children fantastic tales that
would captivate their imagination.
Thus any tale of fantasy came to
be called “a Bobe Maase.”

Historians and literary critics
consider this derivation an erron-
eous one. Their explanation of the
term has a more definite histori-
cal connotation. It seems that an
Italian romance was translated
into Judaeo-German in the 16th
century by the Jewish grammar-
ian Elijah Bahur.

This book was called the Bova
Buch and the story is the story
of Bova or “Bova-Masse” as it
might be called in Yiddish. The
name Bova was originally Beau-
vais, the French name of the hero
of the story. Since Bahur trans-
lated it from the Italian it was
translated as Bova. The story
itself describes the adventures of
this Beauvais and the beautiful
princess Drusina. This story be-
came so popular that any fan-
tastic tale came to be known as a
“Bova Maase,” later corrupted
into the form of “Bobe Maase.”

*****

QUESTION: What is meant by
the term "Maase?"

ANSWER: The simple term
“Maase” means either a “deed” or
a “tale.” It seems that the origi-
nal term came from the Hebrew
root “to do.” Later on, particular-
ly in Yiddish usage, the term took
on the meaning of a ‘tale’ or
‘story.’ There are, however, vari-
ous stories in the form of Mid-
rashim called “Massiyot,” the
plural of the Hebrew term
“Maase.” Since a tale usually re-
lates something that has been
“done,” it is easy to see how the
term for a “deed came to be used
for denoting a “story.”
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Between You and Me..
BT BORIS SMOLAIt (Copyright, 1953, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

THE NEW YEAR
As the Jewish communities throughout the

country begin their planning for 1954 cam-
paigns, they are taking stock of last year’s
experience to solve the problems they may
face this year . . . Since the heart of every
campaign is the “big gifts” category, the
major problem posed for the communities
now is; What can be done to reverse the de-
clining trends in this group? ... To help solve

this problem, the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare
Funds circulated a questionnaire among 40 communities
which in 1953 succeeded in showing equal or even better
results in their fund-raising than in the previous year . . .

The purpose of the questionnaire was to learn what these
communities consider the most important factors contributing
to their records ... Almost uniformly, the communities which
responded to the questionnaire listed the following points as
having tipped the scales in their favor . . . First, a top-notch
campaign chairman and top echelon leaders are of crucial
importance . . . Secondly, early selection of leadership and
early campaign planning laid the foundations for good cam-
paigns ... With regard to top gifts, most of these communities
reported that their campaigns were successful because they
were sparked by the pace-setting gifts of the top leadership
. .

. Coupled with this was the willingness of top givers to
work with enthusiasm ... A major factor in the reports of
the communities was the strong emphasis put upon adequate
training of local workers engaged in conducting the campaign
. . . Business conditions in these communities were not con-
sidered a major campaign factor in 1953, it was established . .

.

With the exception of specific communities which depended
upon specific industries, economic conditions were relatively
stable and campaign responsibilities were met fully . . .
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