
Whal Is The Truth About The
Jews In Russia?

Charging ihal "A Pictorial History of the Jewish People" by
Nathan Ausubel Crown Publishers Inc.) presents a distorted view of
Jews and Judaism in Soviet Russia and satellite countries The Jew-
ish Information Bureau, 103 Park Avenue. New York, has just issued
a bulletin devoted to a thorough study of the book. The bulletin,
called "Current Jewish Thought," is usually devoted, to a digest of
leading articles and periodicals. However, as Mr. Bernard G. Rich-
ards, the Director of the Bureau, explains, this departure was occa-
sioned by the special character of the book which ordinarily would
appeal to Jeupsh organizations, congregations, Hebrew schools, edu-
cational institutions and youth groups. The Bureau, therefore,
decided it would be rendering a useful service to the community by
depicting the publication in its true colors.

An analysis of the. volume by
Reuben Fink, Jewish scholar and
journalist, indicates that it is
written from a decidedly one-
sided and partisan point of view.
Mr. Fink, who is Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Directors of The
Jewish Information Bureau, sum-
marizes his conclusions in part as
follows:

“It is incorrect to assert that
most of the Jews ‘looked with
hope to the future’ under Bolshe-
vism. Quite the contrary. The
nationalization and socialization
process, from the very start, put
two-thirds of the Jewish popula-
tion into utter penury and sen-
tenced them to starvation. The
various confiscations and forced
contributions affected primarily
the urban populations, i. e., the
Jews. The Bolsheviks who stood
up against the pogroms were wel-
comed but when they started to
carry out their economic program
they were despised no less than
the pogromists.”

Mr. Fink disputes Mr. Ausu-
bel’s claims regarding the success
of the Birobidjan colonization
plan and shows by figures that
the whole autonomous Jewish
settlement has now, after the
loud acclaim, been reduced to a
negligible' population of some 16,-
000, with not a single Jewish so-
ciety, library, school or Yiddish
newspaper in existence. Mr.
Fink’s review says further:

“The matter of religious per-
secution is treaded on quite gen-
tly and softly. Mr. Ausubel does'
not seem to know of the arrest
and exile to Siberia of hundreds
of rabbis and other religious func-
tionaries such as shochtim, mohe-
lim, chazonim and just plain ob-
servant Jews. In general the au-
thor ignores altogether the miser-
able role of the Jewish commu-
nists (Yevseks) who, out of their
own fanaticism and to curry
favor with the authorities, must
bear the primary responsibility
for having instigated these re-
pressions. 'lt was they who
brought about the persecution

BEST WISHES ALWAYS

Starling Plumbing
Company
'

DIAL 8-4328
2943 W. BEAVER

• . •. v '

COOLING SYSTEMS
FLOOR FANS

Mitchell Air Conditioners
, Schwitser-Cummins Attic Fan*

and Window Fans

George W. Greek Co*
DIAL 8-634)2

BTOEdgewoodAyeiatColleje^
‘ f

Dura I i t e
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE

Pd into
CAPITOtV

- Paint Store
1803 Main St. Phone 4-3427

and harassments of the rabbis,
cantors and the others. They even
insisted that the Hebrew theatre,
Habima, be prohibited and they
succeeded after four years of
pressure. They set the Soviet
Government against the Zionists,
resulting in the arrest and ban-
ishment of hundreds of Zionists
to Siberia, where many of them
perished. They prescribed the He-
brew language and persecuted the
Hebrew writers who languished
and died in the prisons of Siberia.
The author remains silent about
these cruel actions of the Jewish
communists.”

The reviewer of the book goes
on to .say:

“Ausubel’s treatment of Yid-
dish culture in the Soviet Union is
simply incredible. The last sent-
ence of this chapter gives the
author’s conception. ‘lt is precise-
ly this process of cultural assimi-
lation and biological amalgama-
tion which largely accounts for
the steady disintegration of the
Jewish group life, culture and
identity in the U.S.S.R.’ Not a
word of the Government’s liquid-
ation of the Yiddish schools,
newspapers, books, libraries, etc.,
and the sudden disappearance of
outstanding Yiddish and Hebrew
writers. What about Israel. Zin-
berg, the great historian of Jew-
ish literature, who for no ascer-
tainable reason was thrown into
prison where. he died in * 1938?
What has become of all the Yid-
dish literacy lights David Ber-
gelson, Nistor, David Hofstein,
Arke Kushnirov, Peretz Mawkish
and Itzek Feffer? It is just ten
years since Mikhaels and Feffer
visited America and other lands
in the name of the Jewish Anti-
Fascist Committee to unite the
Yiddish literary fraternity. That
Committee has been liquidated. It
is just five years since this ruth-
less liquidation of the entire Yid-
dish culture and its writers in
Soviet Russia. And the inquiries,
appeals, cries, pleas and protests
from Jews and others all over the
world have been in vain: The pro-
test against this liquidation has
been persisting since 1948, but
Mr. Ausubel apparently has not

heard of it.”
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Brotherhood Over
"Filter" Fish

In Sports

BY BILL WOLF
(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)
*****
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With Brotherhood Week com-
ing up, it is appropriate to quote
a brief section from a delightful

novel on baseball entitled "The
Southpaw" and published by
Bobbs-Merrill.

The novel, written by Mark
Harris, deals with the career of
Henry Wiggen, who gels into the
major leagues and becomes a star
pitcher. It is written in the first
person, with Wiggen telling the
story in his own jargon.

In one chapter, Wiggen, who is
a Gentile from Perkinsville, N. Y„

visits Sid Goldman, a Jewish
teammate on their champion club,

the New York Monmouth. Wig-
gen's colorful description of the
Friday night dinner at Sid's house
is an example of how brother-
hood works in practice among

some ball players. The following
brief exerpt from the book is
straight from the mouth of Henry
Wiggens:

“That night I went up with Sid
for dinner at his mother’s on
Riverside Drive. I was glad to
have the invite'. . . Friday night
is a special time at Sid’s. He’s
got one brother and two sisters,
and they come and bring their
family, 5 kids all told, and Sid j
sometimes brings one ballplayer j
up ... He said he would bring]
Perry Simpson, but he did not |
think it would sit well with his
mother. He said it took him a
long enough time to whip her irt
line and let him bring Christians,
much less a Negro.)

“I told his mother I might as
well be a Jew for ali I was ever
anything else, and she got a big

boot out of that. I told her that
many of my’best friends,in Pef-
.kinsville were boys I played with
on the YMHA basketball club. I
did not tell her who they were.
They were two Irishmen, two

Italians, four Jews and Cal Rob-
ertson but I don’t know what Cal
was . . .

“There was a maid that nearly ’
run her legs off back and forth
betwixt the dinning room and the
kitchen. I felt sorry for her. Her
name was Mary, and after dinner
I snuck back in the kitchen for j
some hiilk, for it was against the'
regulations to have it with the
dinner, and she asked me was I
not the boy who roomed with j
Perry Simpson. I said I was. She
gave'me two glasses of milk. I
must say that you have got to
admire anybody'like Sid that is
willing to give up his milk for his
religion.

“We begun with a prayer said
in Hebrew by Sid’s olde* brother.
Everybody bowed at the neck,

the men and boys covering up

their head with a napkin. Then
we sat down and began to stow

t

it away. There was filter fish with
horse radish, and soup with a
couple of doughty balls floating
around, and there was a roasted
duck and cold slaw with a slice
of ice on tosp and bread without
no butter and finally cake and „

tea. I drank about an inch of red (
wine, although it was against the
rules to drink but *Sid said itl
would never hurt me ...”
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WASHINGTON, (JTA) Con-
gress was told last week that be-
cause of “many obstacles,” it was
impossible to foretell how many
refugees could be admitted into
this country under the Adminis-
tration’s program to aid refugees
and meet the European over-pop-
ulation problem.

This warning was contained in
a report by R. W. Scott McLeod,
Administrator of the Bureau of
Security and Consular Affairs of
the State Department, who has
responsibility for the refugee pro-
gram. His report, dated January
30, was made public by the House
Judiciary Committee.

The McLeod report gave no
figures on the number of refugees
admitted to date under the Refu-
gee Relief Act of 1953, which,
President Eisenhower signed into
law last August. A State Depart-
ment spokesman said the records
have notr yet been pulled together
Ivy any central agency.

President Asked. To Spur
' State Dept.

The Washington Post called on
President Eisenhower last week
to expedite administration of the
Refugee Relief Act of 1953 by
“giving a sharp prod to the State
Department’s administrator of thg
Bureau of Security and Consular
Affairs.”

In an editorial entitled, “Immi-
gration Hoax,” the paper charged

that the refugee relief measure
was a “dismal failure” and the
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Congress Told "Obstacles" Dog
Eisenhower Refugee Relief Act

fact that only persons had been
admitted under its provision in
six months was a “shocking dis-
appointment.”

Attributing the breakdown to
“needlessly formidable” security
guaranties, the paper advised the
President that “the best of laws
can accomplish little when there
is no will to make* it wbrk; when
the administrators are determined
to use it for obstructionist pur-
poses, it can serve no end save
mischief.”
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