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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

BOOK FOR PAUL, ELLEN, JAN
I have received the gift of a

book 'The New Jewish History"
by Mamie Gamoran which I am
giving to my 11-year-old grand-
son Paul, byway of answering

a question he asked long ago.

When Paul was about 5 my

father took him into his arms one
day . . .

“Paul,” be said, “I want
you to be a good Jew.”

"What's a Jew?" Paul asked.
He hadn't then as yet been
launched on his Jewish education.
My father informed him that
being a good Jew had to do with
being a good man.

That was about all that Paul,
at age 5, could understand about
the matter of being a good Jew
which some of our teachers like
to make so complicated. But,
strictly between you and me, Paul
had the complete answer to his
question when my father told him
that to be a good Jew meant to
be a good man. (Though my say-
ing so is sure to bring up an
argument from those people who
like to make the identity of being
a Jew as mixture of a lot of ele-
ments.)

It seems to me that Mamie
Gahtonan't book of Jewish his-
tory enlarges on my father's idea
In his reply to Paul. It tells Paul

-and all other Jewish kids that
they have a great inheritance of
history which is like a command-
ment to be a good man in the
pattern of his historic ancestors.
It is written beautifully for the
understanding of Paul and all the
others to understand.

Mrs. Gamoran’s book is going
into the curricula of Reform tem-
ple Sabbath schools, having been
published by the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations (Re-
form).

But Paul is an addict of comic
books and I guess I should tell
him. that the adventures of the
Jews, as related by Mrs. Gam-
oran, make a holler number than
Steve Canyon; it's the wonderful
story of a whole people who go

through thousands of years liv-
ing dangerously—much more so
than Steve ever does.

They have suffered man deaths
and lived through them all brave-
ly for their idea. I am not mean-
ing to tell Paul to break off with
Steve but he should know that
the heroes in Mrs.- Gamoran’s
book are his own great-great-
great-great-grandpas his own
people, that is.

I know Mamie Gamoran, the
author of this book. Sfhe is

*

a
housewife who has brought up

three fine children. She can cook
well, 100, and yet has found time
to do her part in her function as
a Jew, which she has done fine-,
ly. Her history of the Jews is one
of several works she has written
for the young. In this she has
worked with her husband. Dr.
Emanuel Gamoran who is director
of Jewish education for the Union
of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions. Currently, Dr. and Mamie
(Continued on Page 8)
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Dr. Goldmann Urges

Between Zionists,
Non-Zionists

NEW YORK, (JTA) A “clear
understanding” between Zionists
and non-Zionists whereby they
work together as a single body in
all areas of agreement but respect
each other’s work and opinion
in areas of dissent, was urged
here this week by Dr. Nahum
Goldmann, chairman of the Jew-
ish Agency executive. He spoke
at a “brunch” arranged in his
honor by the Manhattan Zionist
Region of the Zionist Organiza-
tion of America.

“In the common framework
Zionists are obligated to provide

the inspiration and leadership by
manifesting vigor and dynamism,
thus achieving respect,” Dr. Gold-
mann said. “Zionism is a world-
wide movement for the preserva-
tion of the Jews. It must guard
against any future alienation of
Israelis from Jews abroad and
alienation of Jews abroad from
Israel.”

Dr. Goldmann urged changing
the tenor of Jewish education, not
by making Hebrew the daily
language of Jews throughout the
world, but by making it the com-
mon language of communication
between Jews everywhere. “Zion-
ism does not mean that every
Zionist must go to Israel,” he said,
“but it means that Zionism must
provide Western aliyah. immigra-

tion, whose skills and cultural
traditions are essential to Israel’s
evolution.

“The Zionist parties in the dia-
spora are not essential because
there is so little difference of
opinion among them,” he said.

Calls For Peace in
Middle East

''

®

Sen. Guy M. Gillette

Washington, D. C. Calling
present Administration policy in
the Middle East “a retreat from
peace,” Sen. Guy M. Gillette, D.,
lowa, this week urged the Gov-
ernment to withhold arms from
Arab States hostile to Israel.

Sen. Gillette issued a solemn
warning against doing great harm
to the security of the United
States and the free world by
sending weapons “to friendly
countries which are in a state of
war with another country friend-
ly to the United States.”

He called for “an official, pub-
lic declaration by our Govern-
ment that it is our unaltered and
unalterable purpose to bring
about a permanent peace settle-
ment in place of the present arm-
istice agreements . . . The effect
of such a declaration would re-
move any doubt as to America's
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—UNITED NATIONS
For months now, the Security Council has con-

fined itself almost exclusively to various aspects
of the Palestine dispute. So much so that wiseacres
hare at world headquarters are saying that it has
become an extension of the Mixed Armistice Com-
mission.

About the only other issue to come up besides
the Israeli Arab troubles was the Trieste question
which was raised by the Soviets to embarrass the
Western Powers at a time when they were trying

rather desperately to end their involvement in this
matter and settle the problem once and for all.
After a desultory and somewhat one-sided debate,
most of the talking was done by Andrei Vishinsky,
the Trieste question was given an indefinite post-
ponement. That was sometime in November; be-
fore that, long before that, the Security Council
did meet in private to select the present Secretary
General, Dag Hammarskjold, and somewhere in
the dim distant past, it did discuss the Kashmir
dispute—but that is almost beyond the memory of
man.

Otherwise, it has been concerned with Pales-
tine. By now, the members must know almost
every step in the Holy Land, at least metaphori-
cally, for they have traversed much of its length
and breadth and even gone beyond to the Suez
Canal and the Red Sea. Os course, the Security
Council is. always “seized” with the Palestine dis-
pute; it has been since October that' it has had

Palestine Major Concern of
The Security Council

Jordan Hay Block U. N. Efforts
For Parley With Israel

JERUSALEM, (JTA) lsrael Government sources this week
expressed the belief that Jordah will agree to accept the invitation
of United Nations Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold to meet

representatives of Israel in Jerusalem, but may at the same time
attempt to stall the conference by blocking acceptance of a mutually

agreeable agenda.

FRANCE WILL INSIST THAT
EGYPT ABIDE BY

CONSTANTINOPLE PACT

PARIS, (JTA) France will
.nsist that Egypt abide by the
Constantinople Convention which
guarantees free passage of the
Suez Canal to ships of all nations,
a spokesman for the French For-
eign Office said this week.

Commenting on the Israeli com-
plaint to the United Nations
against the Egyptian blockade,

the French spokesman said “ifthe
Security Council deems that
Egypt has violated freedom of
ransit, France will support ener
jetically any resolution demand

ing that Egypt respect its inter-
national obligations.”

attitude in the face of any re
sumption of the Palestine war
So long as this doubt lingers

led from time to time by ill
considered moves in Washington

the enemies of peace will pursu

their agitation for a ‘seconc
round.’ ”

Sen. Gillette spoke at the fina'
neeting of a three-day nations'
onference of the Americar

Christian Palestine Committee
which was attended by 300 dele
rates from all parts of the coun

this concentrated course.
First there was the Kibiya incident. At the be-

hest of the Western Powers, the Security Council
censured Israel for this retaliatory raid on the
Jordan border village while refusing at the same
time to call for a peace settlement in Palestine;

such an action was meant to appease the Arabs
but it even failed to do this. About the only con-
structvie move was made by Ambassador Abba S.
Eban who, after warning the Council that, the
whole fabric of the armistice agreements was
breaking down, invoked Article 12 of the Israel-
Jordan armistice agreement making a conference
with Jordan mandatory. At such a conference, it is
hoped that some of the matters at issue will be
settled and the armistice agreements strengthened.

Next came the question of the Jordan River
hydroelectric scheme, or the Syrian complaint
about its construction. This debate ended incon-
clusively with a Soviet veto and the ominous
threat this veto represented of the Russians
muddying up the waters of Palestine for their
own benefit. However, it is taken for granted

here that the majority view will prevail and that
once Israel has satisfied General Vagn Bennike,
the U. N. truce supervisor, on the protection of
Arab land rights, then it will be entitled to pro-

ceed with the construction work.
Finally, Israel has brdught up Egypt’s blockade

again. If ever the Israelis had an open and shut
case, it is this one. Not only have the Egyptians
defied a Security Council order to desist, to stop
interfering with shipping bound for Israel in the

(Continued on Page 4)

The invitation to an Israel-Jor-
dan conference, which was ex-
tended by Mr. Hammarskjold to
Israel and Jordan during the
week-end, stipulated that the
agenda of the parley should be
decided on at the conference
itself. If it proved impossible to
agree on the agenda, the con-
ference obviously could not con-
tinue, Mr. Hammarskjold said.

Government circles here indi-
cated that Israel Premier Moshe
Sharett will ask Mr. Hammarsk-
jold to call the meeting between
Israel and Jordan, invoked by

Israel under the terms of the Is-
rael-Jordan armistice agreement,
as soon as possible. Mr. Hammar-
skjold, who offered to act as
chairman of the conference, urged

Israel and Jordan to suggest a
date for opening the talks and
said that they would be limited
to concrete issues arising from
implementation of the armistice
pact.

In his letter to both govern-
ments, the UN Secretary General
said that in his opinion the con-
ference should be restricted to
“concrete issues of limited scope
arising out of the implementation
of the Armistice Agreement.” Is-
rael, he went on, has accepted
that view. \

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, former
Acting Mediator in Palestine, who
helped negotiate the armistice
agreements, may be present at the
conference with Mr. Hammarsk-
jold, it was reported here. Dr.
Bundle's presence was seen as an
aid in the direction of lessening

Israel-Arab tensions.
It was also noted here that Is-

rael’s agreement to Mr. Hammar-
skjold’s phrasing of the confer-
ence call limiting its scope and
leaving its agenda open, has im-
proved Israel’s position since the
Secretary General is now in a
position to conduct the confer-
ence in such a manner as to force
Jordan to accept some sort of
agenda, even if it is “limited.”

Israel To Relax
Immigrants Policy

JERUSALEM (JTA) Policies
governing the selection of immi-
grants to Israel will be relaxed, it
was indicated here after a meet-
ing between representatives of
the Jewish Agency and the Israel
Government held in the Premier’s
office this week.

Among other matters, it was
decided that persons who left Is-
rael find now would like to return
willbe given another opportunity
to settle m Israel provided they
agree to live and work in an agri-
cultural settlement. The top age
limit for the acceptance of skilled
immigrants has been extended to
50, instead of the 45 which was
the top previously.


