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New House From Israel
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Os interest to Southerners Is the
announcement by the publicity de-
partment pf the Institute of Tech-
nology in Haifa of a new type of
house, designed by professors of the
Technion, for greater living comfort
for those whose homes are in the
warmer climates. The house which
has a double wall, the insulated one
to be shed at night to let in the cool
breezes, is part of a series of studies
conducted by the Technion's Station
for Technical Climatology to ad-
vance man's control of the weather
by construction methods rather than

by artificial or mechanical air-conditioning.
Who knows but that out of the necessities of a pioneering

country might come a new era in construction, and a new
mode of living for all of us.

The Role of The Security Council
In his weekly U. N. Newsletter Arthur Lewis reveals

that for the last few months the Security Council has done
nothing but talk around the Palestine issue. He also reports
that with this issue, as with the one or two other problems
.which the Council deli, it was (and is) a matter of. shelving
vital decisions.

There may be some observers who feel that the United
Nations has proven itself ineffectual because of this inability
to treat regional problems. While this may be so, it is also
true that for the first time the people of the world have
been permitted a window through which they can watch
international dealings. From knowledge comes insight. Al-
though education is a slow process, we believe that this
beginning in drawing world politics into the focus of the
man in the street will result in stronger movements for
world peace.

In the discussions, actions and inactions of the Security
Council and the U. N. there lies a powerful instrument with
which to start man thinking. There has never been a world
shakinq event which was not started by talking. Hitler was
the master talker of the last upheaval. It is probable that the
force which masters the loudest voice willelect the channels
for the troubled waters of present events. It is important
that those who are interested in the currents which carry

with it peace and justice call out to the free people of the
world in the voices of the United Nations.

What the Voice of America is to the men and women
behind the Iron Curtain so can the Voice of the U. N. be
to the citizens of those who are still privileged to decide an
issue for themselves.
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By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox

QUESTION: Why is a song

about Elijah the Prophet usually

sung on Saturday night?.

ANSWER: Elijah the Prophet
is traditionally considered the one

who will appear to bring tidings
of the coming of the Messiah.
This is generally based upon the
passage at the end of the book of
Malachai where the prophet pro-
phesies that the Lord will send
Elijah the Prophet. The
Talmud (Babli, Erubin 43b) pre-
dicts that Elijah will not come on
the eve of the Sabbath because
the people are busy preparing for
the Sabbath. Therefore the end
of the Sabbath presents the first
chance for Elijah to appear. Since
a Jew must be prepared to accept
him at any time, it therefore is
customary to begin singing about
him at the exit of the Sabbath in
traditional expectation of his
coming.

Another explanation offered for
this custom is a Tanaatic source
which claims that every Saturday
evening, Elijah sits under the
Tree of Life in the Garden of
Eden and records the virtues of
those who keep the Sabbath.
Those who keep the Sabbath
know that their credit is being

recorded by Elijah and they

therefore sing his praises.

Other sources relate that Elijah

posts himself at the Gates of Ge-
henna on Saturday night and at-
tempts to prevent the Gehenna
from taking back some of the
prisoners it has released for the
Sabbath; especially those who are
circumcized. Since Elijah tries to

save victims from returning to
Hell on Saturday night his praises
are sung aloud as a sign of our
faith in him.

•*** *

QUESTION: What is a "Bat-
Ian?"

ANSWER: A “Batlan” is cur-
rently used as a colloquial ex-
pression to denote a person who
is either unemployed or not
handy for employment. The term

comes from a root meaning “to
void” or
an evelated importance, because
there was a time when ten peo-
ple were selected who would not
accept employment and devoted
their full time to synagogue and
community affairs. These were
the basis of the required quorum

of ten males who made up the
Minyan. So important were they
at one time that it became a cus-
tom to establish the number ten

as the minimum number of verses
read from the Torah on weekdays

in honor of these ten men who
gave up their means of employ-
ment to serve the needs of the
community.
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Hostages For Peace or War?
This week the news brings further reports that Israel is

demanding the release of three of its citizens who were taken
off of a British plane when it was forced to land in Iraq.
The three are listed among a growing number of Israel pris-
oners held under similar circumstances since the Arab-Israel
war. This time the victims are three harmless individuals.
On other occasions it has been peaceful sailors or travelers,
and has involved other Arab states.

On this tercentary observance of Jewish history in the
United States, the above incident reminds one of the events
which led up to the War of 1812 when the life of American
seaman and travelers on the high seas were constantly in
danger of enemy raiders from unfriendly countries, and from
lawless pirates. Goods were taken off American ships very
much in the same fashion as they are being confiscated from
Israel by Egypt in the Suez today.

While the situation of the twelfth century democracy of
Israel is similar to that of the nineteenth century democracy
it is hoped that another war in the Middle East will not be
necessary to teach the Arab states to respect their new
neighbor. It might be well to recall at this time that it was
an American Jew who helped bring dignity to the new
U. S. A., and keep it out of trouble.

It might be well that American Jews show their govern-
ment once again that man’s intercourse with man, and a
country’s connection with a neighbor, must be negotiated
with righteousness if the relationship is to be continued on
a standard of human dignity.

Appeasement of the Arab countries is not dignified and
honest action. By standing upon moral ground in the inter-
national arena the government of the U. S. can bring glory
upon itself as well as peace to a struggling democracy. The
imprisonment of travelers is not to be tolerated in this cen-
tury—no more than in the last.
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