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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

OF BEING BURIED
This I* about a vary solemn

matter, nothing less than the oc-
casion when we're going to be
buried, and who can escape it? So
we may as well talk about it
frankly, as man to man. .you
might say. as people who know
the facts of life.

It all comes up because of
something you probably read in
ypur home-town paper recently:
The Episcopalians of Oxford, O—-
some 50 miles from my own home
town—have resolved to be buried
modestly and less expensively
hereafter. They are against all
the frills of funerals, including
expensive caskets and the ava-
lanches of flowers that are so
costly to one’s friends.

When I read about this I spoke
. up rather proudly in my column

in the daily press, recalling as I
did, the traditional Jewish way of
burial, though, of course, the tra-
ditional way is not so generally
practiced among us any longer.

It was so properly humble, I
remember the funeral of the tra-
ditionalist who was my father; he
died a year ago. In accordance
with his Orthodox '.up-bringing,
he desired only a pine jcasket with
no frills on it at all. Over the
bare planks of the coffin, a black
covering was spread, like a shawl.
That way he went to his grave.

He was literally faithful to
what God told Adam (Genesis
3:19): "In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou re-
turn into the ground; for out of
it was! thou taken; for dust thou
art and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn."

Yes, my father wished to be re-
turned expeditiously to the dust,
in accordance with this ordina-
tion. No metallic casket, no con-
crete vault, just he and earth
coming together again, as soon as
possible, byway of the pine cof-
fin.

He desired no fancy apparel
upon his return to the ordained
dust, no neat, well-fittingsuit. He
wore a shroud which, as I heard,
was made and sold by a society
of Jewish ladies who make
shrouds in order to gather money
for their charitable purposes.

Yet, as I learned from reading
up on it, humble dying was not
exactly the fashion in one of the
periods of ancient times. The Tal-
mud reports it:

As belief in ultimate resurrec-
tion gained ground among Jews,

many of them felt they should be
well dressed when the moment
came for them to arise from their
graves. How would it look for one
to come up out of the earth in a
shabby suit? What would pqpple
say?

The Universal Jewish Ency-
clopedia in an essay by Abraham
Shinedling, says: “Many persons,
principally the well-to do, vied
with one another as regards to the
lavishness and costliness of the
burial garments. The corpse was
arrayed in many, expensive arti-
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Editor Greets President of Israel
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Isadore Moscovitz, Editor of The Southern Jewish Weekly, greets

Isaac Ben Zvi on his recent trip to Israel.

MALENKOV LINKED CHARGES AGAINST
JEWISH DOCTORS

NEW YORK, (JTA)—Moscow

has apparently confirmed foreign
suspicions that the false charges
against a group of doctors and
“international Jewish organiza-
tions” of a plot to kill Soviet lead-
ers were the work of Premier
Georgi M. Malenkov and his fac-
tion in t*k Coinmunb* high

command, the New York Times
reported this week.

The papir said that the Febru-
ary 16 issue of Izvestia, Soviet
Government newspaper had iden-
tified Semyon D. Ignatiev as the
first secretary of the Communist
party in the Bashkir Autonomous

Republic, a key oil-producing a-
rea of the Urals.

Mr. Ignatiev was removed from
his post last week as secretary of
the Communist party’s Central
Committee after Pravda had
charged him with “political
blindness.” He had served as
Minister vt Stale Sdtorny tyheti

the charges against the doctors
were originally published in Jan-
uary, 1953. Nothing had been
heard about Mr. Ignatiev’s fate
until the announcement of his
elevation to the provincial Com-

munist party post.

TO ISRAEL AND BACK
By Isadore Moscovitz, Editor, The Southern Jewish Weekly
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L a s t Wednesday
night I returned
home after a month
abroad, during
which time I set
foot on 10 foreign
countries. The two
and a half weeks
spent in Israel,
however, were by,
far the most inter-
esting and exhila-
rating and it will
take more than a
year of editorials to

pass on io our readers the various impres-
sions and opinions on the multitudinous prob-
lems envisaged by the young democracy. In-
stead of making a lengthy report on our day
by day observances, we prefer to segment
our experiences to tie in with enevitable news
events which are destined to happen as the
state ol Israel develops from its embryonic
stage to full-scale proportions. There ere
many who may say with enthusiasm that Is-
rael is already an established country, and
frankly, we are amazed at the sensational
progress to dale, but it would not be rational
for a mother to leave her six-vear-old off-
spring to shift for itself, and neither can the
Jews of the world sit back, albeit with pride,
and wait for the maturity of Ereiz without
extending a helping hand. There is a tremen-
dous amount of work at hand, and the Israelis
are busy with construction plans. A new Is-
rael Bond campaign will soon be promoted to
"mortga<re the future to take care of present."
needs. We are sure that world Jewry will

Study Arab Revolts For Threats
To Area's Peace Stability

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y.. (JTA) Developments in the Middle
East, convulsed last week by a palace revolt in Egypt, an army revo-
lution in Syria and a political crisis in Jordan, were being closely
followed here this week for indications of threats to the peace of
the area and their effect on the security of Israel.

Headquarters of the world
peace organization has a direct
interest in three specific issues:
Israel’s complaint against Egypt
over the latter’s blockade of Is-
rael-bound shipping; Syria’s com-
plaint against Israel over the Jor-
dan River hydroelectric develop-
ment project at Bnot Yaakov and
the Jordan-Israel meeting to re-
view the armistice, convened by
the Secretary-General after Israel
had formally invoked Article 12
of the armistice agreement.

The summary ouster of Gen.
Mohammed Naguib. Egyptian
president and premier, and as-
sumption of authority by CoL
Gamal Abdel Nasser was not ex-
pected to have any immediate ef-
fect on the Security Council de-
bate over Israel's complaint
against Egypt. In the long run,

however, it may result in a stif-
fening of the backbone of the
three major Wester.P Powers. .Col-
Nasser advocates a more aggres-

sive policy than Naguib and has
threatened to use force against
the British in the Suez Canal
Zone.

The Western Powers had been
reluctant to take a firm stand
towards the “moderate Naguib

regime and although London and
Washington spoke hopefully of
possibilities of cooperation with
Col. Nasser, there was consider-
able doubt that the extremist
leader would be cooperative. Is-
raelis certainly saw no hopes of
improved relations with Egypt
emerging from the coup.

Syrian Dictator Was
Implacable Foe of Israel

The overthrow in Syria of Col.
Adib Shishekly, eliminated from
the immediate picture one of the
most violent anti-Israeli fire-
brands and persistent sabre-rat-
tlers in the Middle East. Founder
of the so-called Arab Liberation
Movement Shishekly had banned
all political parties in Syria ex-
cept his movement and had es-
tablished a tight personal dicta-
torship through repression and
incarceration of thousands of the
opposition.. -

.

His was one of the most belli-
cose voices raised in Arab League
councils against Israel and his re-
gime was punctated by a series of
threats against the Jewish State.

At the United Nations, observ-
ers expressed the view that truce
chief Gen. Vagn Bennike may
find it easier to reach some agree-
ment with the new Syrian regime
over the Bnot Yaakov develop-
ment dispute than would have
been possible under the Shish-
ekly regime.

U. S. ASKS IRAQ TO RELEASE
THREE ISRAELIS ARRESTED

IN BAGDAD

WASHINGTON, (JTA) The
United States Government has
taken steps to help free three Is-
raeli citizens who have been kept
in a Bagdad jailfor several weeks
after a British plane in which
they were flying to Iran was
forced down in Iraq.

Through Ambassador Burton
Berry, American envoy to Iraq,
our “good offices are being
brought into play,” a State De-
partment official told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency this week. In
addition, he said, the Internation-
al Red Cross is trying to persuade
the Iraqi Government to release
the prisoners, an elderly couple
and the wife of an Israeli bank
manager. The U. S. position now
is one of waiting for results of
its effort, it was stated.

respond as it has in the past, and we have
not the slightest doubt of Israel's future in
the family of nations.
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For many years before the establishment
of the Jewish state, our thoughts about Israel
were wrapped up in ancient history with a
tiny bright light penetrating in the far dis-
tant future. We were among millions who
hoped and dreamed for the creation of Israel,
but who never really expected to see it dur-
ing our lifetime.

Now that we have seen it we have found
the Jewish state to be neither of the two
extremes prophesized for her. Israel is
neither a. perfect state composed of perfect
people, nor is it a country whose economic
instability, and insurmountable problems
willcrush it to disaster. I am conscious of the
fact that the second statement negates the
first. Traveling through the country, and see-
ing the problems (military and economic)

with which the baby state must deal, it be-
came apparent that only a superior people
could overcome these factors. Yet, close
examination of the many stratum of human
life which have been poured into this tiny
land exposes many sociological problems.
There is no longer a majority of the pioneer
super idealists who thrive on overcoming in-
surmountable obstacles. These have been
regulated to a minority by the onrush of im-
migrants who have come to Israel through
necessity rather than through urgent desire.
If the people themselves are a problem, what
is it that makes Israel tick?

(Continued on Page 3)

FLASH
The U. §. State Department

and the International Red
Cross have made protest to the
government of Iraq over the
detention by that state of three
Israel civilian travelers. Reply
from Iraq is being awaited.


