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To Israel and Back
(Continued from Page 1)

When the ancients could not logically explain a pheno-
mena of nature they termed it a miracle. It would be the easy |
way out to call the new Jewish state a miracle. In clear logic
there is nothing to explain.it. Economists deplore the off
balance of capital and Ichor. Sociologists expound the futility
of the experiment in Israel of the split-second pressure in
assimilating the varied peoples who have come from all over
the world to compose Israel's population. In Meir Shefah, the
children's village, we saw £>o Jewish children, many with
darker skins than that of the American Negro. There are also
the new blond babies of Israel itself. There are continental
Jews and American Jews with their distinct attitudes. There
are the Yemenites, Morrocans, etc. The story has been told
many times before.

The language barrier will be overcome, but different
social habits, and mores offer a more stubborn question. It
becomes apparent that Israel has a population problem which
cannot be solved immediately, plus an economic problem
which experts claim is impossible. But, still Israel progresses.

Here I am reminded that there is a hitch to this miracle
premise. It was believed that in order to receive a miracle a
people had to be worthy of it.

There has been a great deal talked around of the un-
worthiness of the Israel government. After the establishment
of the State, the black market operations, the need of “pro-
tectia” (government favors) to operate in business, the unsav-
ory hostilities between the political factions were all decried
by the Jews of the diaspora. But I have been there, and I
have seen that these things (although they do exist) are not
the determining factors in the formation of the State of Israel.

I approached with apprehension the whole organization
of the Histadruth, with its magnificent building, the finest in
all Israel, and which the people facetiously refer to as the
"Kremlin." I did not like the idea of a dominating union
which is also the majority party in the parliament. All the
way across the seas here in America I had heard the plaint
of Israeli merchant seamen that when management and labor
Is combined in one organization as it is in Histadruth it does
not go well for the worker, and when there is only one labor
nnlon there is a possible dictatorship on the horizon.

These possibilities cannot be ignored, but in the very
bosom of this potential organizational threat to Israel’s poli-
tical future and economic structure, I was able .to find the
core of the miracle.

It is in the tenants of Hisiadruth's politics and philos-
ophy where are found the basic Jewish concepts. In the
Socialist ideology there is found an echo of solid Jewish
values. While I consider myself one completely dedicated to
a controlled capitalistic state, I find that these things must
be acknowledged, for in Israel they have demonstrated their
power over the lives of men.

What Histadruth does not control, it profoundly influ-
ences. Its basic philosophy that there is dignity in labor, and
therefore labor must be permitted to live in dignity is felt
throughout the country, and since Israel is a country whose
greatest commodity is labor the Histadruth concept is* the
predominant one. And if the Israeli is interrogated and
answers honestly, he does not want the balance from labor
to capital to be shifted too quickly. Although capital is the
country’s foremost need, the balance of morals would be
a difficult one to regain.

It was very clearly Impressed fen us during our visit to
the Weizmann Institute when I asked a faculty leader what
would happen if oil were found in the Negev.

“Itwould be the worst thing that could happen to Israel,”
he answerd, and then explained that the prosperous era which
might follow would be very bad for the morals and morale
of the people.
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It is true that this miracle is
being built on the morals of the
people. It is the spirlS which
moves the entire country, and it
is this attitude which catches hold
of the visitor and exhilarates him.

Although the government tour
which was arranged for us, rush-
ed us from one type of institu-
tion to the other, I was able to
look into the daily lives of the
people through my visits with my
mother’s family which migrated
to Israel three years ago from
Rumania.

I met aged Pinchas Zosim and
his wife who lived in a one-room
shack in Affula. Pinchas makes a
.iving by selling sweetmeats from
a liny table on the streets of the
community. I met his son who
lived on a Mushav, and wanted
me to help him trade his mule for
a tractor. (He has the money, but
can't get around the red tape re-
quired for such a purchase.) I
met the well-to-do Jews, and saw
their luxurious apartments. I met
the poor people who could not
afford to buy meal, and rich
ones who had everything they
desired. While there is mis try
and injustices there is also opti-
mism that things will work out
for the best, so that even when

I you see these things you can be
thrilled, because you know that
the basic idea of the country is as
sound as it is inspiring.

You know it because when you
go, to the factories in the Negev,
you find that they are as intent
on turning out modern citizens as
they are in manufacturing the
giant pipes which will bring Is-
rael its water.

You know it because of the
beautiful and modern Malben
village you saw which is taking
care of the aged and infirm.

You know it because you have
visited the hospitals operated by
the government and Hadassah and
the children’s villages and the
kindergartens.

You know it because man is
taken care of for his needs and

I not for his greeds.

| The guide who shows you the

factory is a worker, teacher and
newspaper editor.

Mordehai Namir, who is head
of the Histadruth, received a sal-
ary which is commensurate with
his position in life. I asked our
guide what was the salary of the
John L. Lewis of Israel. "You see
that wash woman at the foot of
the stairs." he replied. "She
makes more than he does. She
has six children, and he has none.
She has to have more than he
does."

You know it because here the
individual is supreme.

You know it because in this
land which seems to fight a cold
war against organized religion,
Jewish religious concepts are the
basis of man's relationship with
man.

It has been written that Israel
is a bastion of democracy in the
Middle East. That is an under-
statement! Israel is a testing tube
for all of Western Civilization
that is based upon Judaic percep-
tion. Traveling the Dan to Beer-
sheba as we did, I became in-
creasingly aware that Israel is
building for me as well as for
herself, and that her success as a
going concern rested as much
upon me and my government as it
does upon the Israeli and Israel’s
statesman.

ALONSO'S
Spaghetti House

FOR THE BEST ITALIAN FOOD
AND PIZZA

5944 New Beach IM.
at. Leveg rove Rood

PHONE 9-9233
SPECIAL ORDERS TAKEN

6chaTeu (jMy

ONE BAR MITZVAH TO ANOTHER:

And you know, \ankei, .here's not a fountain pen in the loti

The Jewish
Quiz Box
BY RABBI SAMUEL J. FOX

(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Why is this Sabbath called "Parshah Shekolim?"

ANSWER: This Sabbath falls on the first day of the month of
the Second Adar, which is the last month before the Passover
month of Nisan. In such a case, or in the event the first of
the month falls on,a week day the same applies to the Sabbath
before the first of the month, a special portion of the Torah
is read in addition to the regular portion of the week. This
portion (Exodus S0:ll;16) describes the collection procedure of
the half-shekel tax from the people of Israel. Also a special
reading from the prophets is substituted for the regularly
assigned reading for that week. This reading (II Kings, XI)
speaks of the repairs made in the Temple. Because the read-
ings concern themselves with the taxes of “shekolim,” the
Sabbath is known by the name of “Parshas Shekolim.”

. *****

QUESTION: Why is this particular Sabbath so designated? Os
what significance are the "shekolim?"

ANSWER: According to the Talmud (Tractate Megillah)' it
was at this time of the year that an announcement would go
forth asking the people of Israel to bring in their shekolim
on the first day of Adar. The shekalim were used to finance
the daily public offerings in the Temple. Thev were also used
for the upkeep and repair of the Temple. The idea was to
make the Temple the common property of the people so
that all would be equal in: the eyes of the Lord in that respect.

There are sources which claim that the shekolim were
collected on the first day of Adar since that was the month
during which Purim fell and it was that month in which
Haman paid contribution into the treasury of King Ahaseuras
in order to get permission to exterminate the Jews. The Jews
thus precede this anniversary with their contribution to the
King of Kings in Heaven, the Lord Almighty, to indicate
the spirit of loyalty and unity that exists amongst them in
asking for the Lord’s Blessing. These shekels still given
today in the form of offerings before the Megillah reading
on Purim.
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