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PLAIN TALE
BY ALFRED SEGAL

OUR DRINKING HABITS

I have just been reading up on
the matter of alcoholic drinking
among the Jews. Until now all I
knew on that subject was myself
who am most moderate. I can
take it or leave it alone, as they
say; though, for the sake of uplift

for the laggard mind I do have a
couple of sherrys at the Wheel
Case in our town every day.
Sherry is quite helpful.

The case of alcoholic usage
among the Jews came to me in a
United Press dispatch brought to
me by my newspaper colleague,
Joe Aston.

"Here," said Joe, "is news that
should be quite flattering to your
Jewishness."

The dispatch from Cambridge,
Mass., said: "Neurotics and others
with psychological difficulties do
not have to take a drink, as wit-
ness the Jewish people who are
noted for their sobriety and for
a high incidence of neurosis and
psychological problems, Charles
R. Snyder of the Yale University
Center of Alcoholic Studies told
the Harvard Department of
Health.

"Jewish people rarely become
alcoholic because drinking is,port
of their religious ritual and be-
cause die pressure operating on
them as a minority make for
sobriety."

What this seems to mean is that
we manage to stay pretty much
on the wagon, as th6 saying is,
though we are a tense, nervous
people for many reasons we all
understand. Even through the
Hitler time we stayed sober,
though an occasional binge might

have helped Jews to forget it all
for a few hours, anyway.

We lake our cocktails in mod-
eration and I can't remember a

Jew I ever saw really drunk; just

exhilarated.,
The other Sunday I attended

a bar mitzvah party where there
was a bar with plenty. Nobody
grew tight; just a lot of fellows
to whom this awful world looked
a bit better, on account of an old-
fashioned or maybe a couple.

I raised my glass of old-fashion-
ed to my friend Mr. Klein: "Here's

to the hope of a good, new world,

Mr. Klein. Drinking among Jews
- is frequently with such salutation;

it's seldom rude swearing.

A gentleman who is one of my
sons, no less, recently told me of
a problem that arose when he was
planning a cocktail party in his
house: Whether to buy a whole
or half case for that event. He
took the counsel of an expert who
said: “If it’s to be an all-Jewish
party get a half case; for a mixed
party, a whole case.”

The matter of alcoholic drink-
ing among Jews brought me to

Torah. I found there enough to
tell me that Torah was frowning
upon too mtich drinking long be-
fore our prohibitionists started on
their crusade to have it cut out
altogether.

(Continued on Page 8)
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ISRAEL'S ONLY UNIVERSITY

He&jN if m

SURVEYING ISRAEL'S FUTURE is the task of these construc-

tion workers who are preparing the site of the new campus of the

Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The new buildings are intended
both to replace the Mount Scopus home of the University, isolated
by Arab troops since 1948, and to provide facilities for the greatly

enlarged student enrollment, which now exceeds 3,100. As Israel's

only university, the Hebrew University is responsible for furnishing

the Jewish State with its reservoir of vital skills in science, agricul-

ture, liberal arts, education, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, law and

administration.

Austrian Parliament Votes
to Restore "Arynized"

Property to Nazis

VIENNA, (JTA) The entire
Austrian Parliament, with the
exception of four Communist dep-
uties, today voted for two bills
providing for the possible restitu-
tion of confiscated property of
minor Nazi offenders and for the
resumption of pension payments

to former Nazis.
The bill restores to former Na-

zis the property seized from them
by the courts after their convic-
tion. Much of this property was
“Aryanized” under the Nazis and
originally belonged to the Jews.

Meanwhile, the Association of
Jewish Merchants, at a meeting

here, charged the government

with making virtually no effort to

indemnify Jewish victims of Na-
zi persecution.

Jewish Broadcast
Set For Sunday
“Court Without a Gavel,” writ-

ten by Marc Siegel, with Supreme

Court Justice William O. Douglas

as guest speaker, will be present-
ed on the Eternal Light radio pro-
gram on Sunday, June 20, 1954
(12:30-1:00 P. M., EDST, NBC
Network).

“Court Without a Gavel,” pre-

sents the story of a unique court
that meets on New York’s lower
East Side to settle civil disputes

of many varied types. Known as
the Jewish Conciliation Board,

this panel of judges attempts to
administer the highest quality of
justice by persuading the dispu-
tants themselves to reach com-
mon consent on a solution.

Christians Burn Rabbi’s Image Because
flfHis English Translatinn of the Bible

By Menasha Unger

Translated from Yiddish by Joseph Sokol of
Charleston, S. C. and especially written for The
Southern Jewish Weekly.

Some Christians of the Southern state:* of
America made a stuffed figure of the learned
rabbi, Harry M. Orlinsky, and burned it publicly,

because Rabbi Orlinsky was the only Jew on

the Committee of Scientists which published the

new Protestant translation of the Bible. And, to-

gether with the stuffed man-likened figure, they

also publicly burned this Bible.
Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky also received different

kinds of insulting letters, criticizing him as a
Talmud Jew. x

All this because of his great crime
—that of deciding to participate in the new trans-

lation of the Bible. He told me about these things

in an interview which I had with him a few days

ago. “What was actually your contribution to this
committee?” I wanted to know.

His reply was, “When I received in 1945, the

Eisenhower Condemns Hass Arrests
of Jewish Leaders in Rumania

NEW YORK. (JTA) President Eisenhower condemned the

Rumanian Government last week for the mass trial of Jewish lead-

ers in Bucharest. He declared that the United States is "concerned"
over Rumania's violation of basic human rights.

The President made his views
known in a message to a public
meeting held here to protest the
secret trial and imprisonment of
150 Jewish leaders in Rumania.
The meeting was arranged by the
American Jewish Congress, in
cooperation with the United Ru-
manian Jews of America and the
Farband-Labor Zionist Order of
America.

"The free world," President
Eisenhower said in his message,

"is profoundly aware of the suf-
ferings of Jewish leaders in Ru-
mania—many arrested several
years. ago, some recently sent-
enced to long prison terms. Their
ordeal is the proper concern of all
free men who strive to create a
world of equal justice and equal
freedom of all mankind.

“The American people have
frequently protested violations by
the Rumanian Government of the
basic human rights and freedoms
of the Rumanian people. We are
concerned with these violations
not only on moral grounds, but on
legal grounds as well, for in Feb-
ruary 1947 the Rumanian Govern-
ment signed with this country a
Treaty of Peace wherein it
pledged itself among other things

to secure to all persons under
Rumanian jurisdiction, without
distinction as to race, sex lan-
guage or religion, the enjoyment
of human rights and of the funda-
mental freedoms.

Rumanian Jews Persecuted
Because of Religion,

Eisenhower Says

“In this most recent wave of
persecution, Jewish leaders have
been imprisoned not because they

have violated any law, but simply
because of their religion.” Presi-
dent Eisenhower declared. “The
sentence of these leaders of a
defenseless minority is a warning

invitation from the greatest Bible research men,
to become a member of their committee in order
to translate the Bible, I at first declined. And, I

told them that I had a Jewish concept of the Bible
translation, and that I would have to use the Jew-
ish commentators’ opinion of the Bible, such as

Rashi, Eben Ezra, Radak, and others. The dean of
Yale University answered by protests, and told
me, that this translation would not be a theologi-

cal one, but a pure scientific translation, and that
it would not only be my right to use Jewish
commentaries, but also my duty as a Jew, to
accept this invitation, and to indicate the views
of Jewish commentators, which are probably for-
eign to Christian learned ones.”

This is the way Dr. Orlinsky became a member
of the committee. This is the first incident in Jew-
ish history, in which a Jewish learned man has
participated in a Bible translation published by

non-Jews.
(Continued on Page 4)

to others that in Rumania today
no man is free to worship accord-
ing to his conscience.

"The Government of Rumania
already stands accused before the
tribunal of world opinion for its
violation of human rights. By

these new acts it has proved again
how justly its despotic rule de-

serves the condemnation of all
who love freedom and justice."

Principal speakers at the pro-

test meeting included Rep. Ken-
neth B. Keating, Rep. Emanuel
Celler, Dr. Israel Goldstein, presi-
dent of the American Jewish Con-
gress, and Louis Segal, general
secretary of the Labor Zionist
Order of America.

Rep. Celler reported that he had
introduced a resolution in the
House calling upon the U. S. Con-
gress to “express its condemna-
tion of the Communist Govern-
ment of Rumania for its persecu-
tion of the Jews of Rumania and
express its abhorrence and revul-
tion of the criminal treatment of
the minority people.”
American Federation of Labor

Condemns Arrests
WASHINGTON, (JTA) The

American Federation of Labor
issued a statement here last week
condemning the mass arrests of
Jewish leaders in Rumania and
calling upon the entire civilized
world to protest against “these
outrages.”

"We know from bitter exper-

ience that such outrages are to be
expected from any totalitarian
regime," the statement said. "A
few years ago, the leaders of the
Kremlin launched a so-called
'cultural' pogrom... Thousands of
Jews in Russia were ousted from
their jobs, ostracized, jailed and
exiled for the alleged crime of
'Zionism.' The same pattern was
followed in other curtain coun-
tries, including Rumania.

“The civilized world must unite
in condemning these outrages.
The wholesale imprisonment of
the leaders of the Rumanian Jew-
ish community on trumped up
charges proves the bankruptcy of
Communist justice. This terrorism
must be exposed to pitiless public-
ity. The entire world must know
that Communist Rumania rules
by oppression. Universal con-
demnation of such racial crimes
is the only means we have to
force the Communist rulers of
Rumania to release the innocent
victims of this official pogrom.”

First Synagogue in Korea
Militaryauthorities at Bth Army

Headquarters in Seoul, Korea,
have made available a 50-foot
area in a quonset hut for a special
Jewish chapel, “the first syna-
gogue in Korean history.” This is
revealed in a report just received
by the Commission on Jewish
Chaplaincy of the National Jew-
ish Welfare Board.


