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Politics and the Jewish Press
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Mr. Bernard Katzen, who Is a con-
sultant for the Republican National
Committee, has taken exception to
the manner in which The Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, with which
The Southern Jewish Weekly is asso-
ciated, handles their news releases
and general items about the Repub-
lican party and administration. We
feel the controversy is one which is
more than a local issue and believe
that our readers would be interested
in the issues involved. We are print-
ing both sides of the arguments. Ad-
dressing a letter to the J. T. A., Kat-

zen wrote as follows:
For a considerable time my friends and I have been

troubled by the obviously partisan nature of the reports dis-
seminated by your agency to the Jewish and Anglo-Jewish
press in this country, to the Hebrew press in Israel, and to
your general mailing list which is undoubtedly extensive.

I am, of course, aware of the duty of news agencies to
keep the public alert as to the doings of governments and men
in public life. However, when the picture is always one-sided
then it ceases to be faithful reporting and turns into partisan

and propaganda. 1 do not intend to cite a bill of
particulars illustrative of this point although I can readily
assure you of my ability to do so. Any unbiased reader of
thww reports is aware of it. Not only are the reports one-sided,

but very often distorted by half truths and editorialized with
uncalled for interpretations and comments.

I feel that such a partisan attitude is pot only incompati-
ble with the principles of a free press and American journal-
istic traditions but is also harmful to the interests of the
American-Jewish community and to the related purposes
which you claim to serve.

The fact that the Jewish Telegraphic Agency enioys the
financial support of a number of Jewish national organiza-
tions and fund-raising institutions including many local wel-
fare funds, I believe, places an additional responsibility on
this Agency lest its behavior be laid at the door of these
organizations.

I deem it my duty to call your attention to this situation
and ask you to consider this problem in all earnestness, and I
would appreciate your reaction.

Sincerely,
Bernard Katzen

Louis P. Rocker, President of the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, made the following comment on the charges by
{Cdtz6n'

Mr! Katzen's attack on the Jewish Telegraphic Agency is
a phoMHng assault on freedom of the press. As such, it will
be resisted to the limit by the JTA with, I am confident, the
full support of the American Jewish press and community.

Mr. Katzen’s implied threat that national and local
Jewish organizations will be held responsible for the activi-
ties of JTA is unprecedented in American political affairs.
It will not deter JTA from doing its job to the best of its
ability.
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New York 4. N. Y.
July 23, 1954

Mr. Isadore Moscovitz, Editor
The Southern Jewish Weekly
Jacksonville, Florida.
Dear Sir:

I was interested in Alfred
Segal’s column of the July 2nd
issue, because the subject of it is
more important than is generally
realized. I wrote a long letter to
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune on this
subject in 1948 which was widely
re-printed; copies of it were asked
for by numerous Gentiles, includ-
ing members of the Congress,-
ministers, and so forth. In addi-
tion, I know of several rabbis who
used the letter as the basis for a
sermon.

Briefly, this was the argument:
The essence of Zionism, the basic
reason for the building of the
Jewish State, was to solve the
Jewish Problem by removing the
confusion which had developed

because of the unnatural political
position of the Jew among the
other peoples of the world. In
America, for instance, there are
(I am speaking now in 1948)
American citizens of Irish stock of
Catholic religion; there are Amer-
ican citizens of Arab stock of
Mohammendan religion. We, how-
ever, who would likewise prefer

to be American citizens of Hebrew
stock of Jewish religion, find our-
selves in a confused situation.
Whereas the others are sometimes
referred to as ‘lrish-Americans,’
‘German-Americans’ and ‘Arab-
Americans,’ we are referred to as
‘American Jews,’ not as ‘Jewish-
Americans’ or as ‘Hebrew-Ameri-
cans.’ The difference is that all
others, if they are referred to by
this double term, may use a term
in which the second word, the
word of logical emphasis, is the
word ‘American’; in our case the
emphasis is on the word ‘Jew.’ It
indicates that in the public mind
our Jewishness is more important

than our Americanness. This may

be a trivial point; yet when it was
proposed casually by Fritz Kuhn
in 1933 that Americans of German
origin should refer to themselves
as ‘American-Germans,’ a terrific
protest was registered immediate-
ly by Judge Oberwager, president
of the largest organization of
Americans of German origin—see
the N. Y. Times and all other
principal newspapers of the day.
His point was that the moment he
became known as an ‘American-
German,’ he would become a sec-
ond-class citizen —a German with
American citizenship, rather than
an American of German stock. He
saw the point at once. Our Jews
did not see it for a century.

Why are, or were, we Jews in

this singular position? Because
(remember I am still in 1948 or
1947, I forget when the article
was written) the Irishman, the
German, the Arab, who was now
an American citizen could point
to Ireland, Germany or some Arab
country, and say, ‘Over there is
my racial homeland; I chose to
come to America, to drop my

Irish citizenship, to become an

American of Irish origin -of the
Catholic (or Protestant) religion.’

The Jew could not point to a
country and say, ‘over there is
my racial homeland, etc.’ There-
fore, says Zionism, there must be
a Hebrew State, in order that the
Jew of any country—in this case
the Jew living in USA—may be
able to say, ‘over there is the

(Continued on Page 6)
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Between You and Me
BY BORIS SMOLAR (Copyright. ÜBWewfab Telegraphic

THE DOMESTIC FRONT

A survey on anti-Semitic activity in the
United States conducted by the American
Jewish Committee establishes that organized
anti-Semitism reached its lowest ebb in 1947
and has never since gone up . . . This does
not mean that anti-Jewish rabble rousers
have gone out of business ... On the con-
trary, the AJC lists quite a number of them
by names and even gives thumbnail sketches

of some of them . .
. However, their activities today bear little

resemblance to the noisy methods they used several years ago
Rather than staging anti-Jewish meetings, picket lines,

rallies and other demonstrations, they now lay more emphasis
on disseminating anti-Jewish literature . .

. They have dis-

covered the usefulness of general mailing lists, instead of re-
lying on the private rosters of crackpot followings in years
gone by ... They are now polluting the American atmosphere
with bigotry through more subtle approaches to public opin-
ion by salting public debate on American national issues with
hate propaganda . . . The American Jewish Committee, the
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith and the organizations
affiliated with the National Community Relations Advisory

Council—all fighting anti-Semitism—seems to keep an eye on

the maneuvers of these hate-mongers . . . Thus far, the hate-
mongers have not been very successful, the AJC found . . .

However, the support and alliances they have gained by their
deceptive tactics nevertheless constitutes a potential danger
. . . And the AJC warns the public to study closely the new
methods of the professional anti-Semites, especially their in-
jection of racism and prejudice into discussions of legitimate
issues ...

THE CULTURAL FRONT: Although about 1,400 American
colleges and universities now grant admission credit for He-
brew studied in public high schools, there are only about 60
high schools in 12 American cities where Hebrew is taught
. .

. About a half of these schools are in New York .
. . The

expansion of Hebrew in the secondary schools encounters
obstacles created largely by high school principals who oppose
the introduction of Hebrew into their schools ... A number
of principals, confronted by parents who request the intro- *

duction of Hebrew, refuse to comply with the request ...

Regrettably, many of the obstructionist principals are Jewish
men and women . . . This has been established by Judah
Lapson, acting chairman of the Hebrew Culture Service Com-
mittee for American High Schools and Colleges .

. . He attri-
butes it to a fear of these principals to be identified with their
Jewish origin ... Themselves children of Jewish immigrants,
these principals associate Hebrew with the poverty and the
“foreignness” of their childhood homes . . . Others according
to Mr. Lapson, are motivated by the desire to be accepted as
“impartial American educators” and fear that the introduc-
tion of Hebrew into their schools will be taken to imply their
partiality . . . There are also those among the principals who
consider anything that smacks of Jewishness is either objec-
tionable or mediocre . .

. Nevertheless, we learn from'Mr.
Lapson that there are among Jewish principals some who
change their mind ... In one important high school in New
York City it took ten years to introduce Hebrew into the
curriculum ... Now, two years later, the school has a Hebrew
department with five classes . . . And the principal, who in
the past created many difficulties, now manifests pride in the
growth of the subject in his school . . . The growth of Hebrew
in the public high schools of different cities has been pro-
portionate to the amount of interest and initiative asserted by
the local Jewish communities .

. . Hebrew was first intro-
duced in two high schools in New York City 23 years ago on
an experimental basis ... It is estimated that 65,000 students
have since then studied Hebrew in high schools, colleges and
universities ...
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