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Life in Mexico
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The American official circles,
in Mexico and in Washington, are
not so sure that they can depend
upon the present governments, as
Guatemala, for instance, to solve
the problems which demand a so-
called continental solidatary.
Many advisors in the highest gov-

ernment circles are ideological, in
so far as they are concerned with
those politicians who set the pol-

icy in the palace of the Guate-
malan president Arbenz.

Perhaps, this is the reason that
the general tasks standing before
the Mexican government are so
huge and are so demanding of
long and hard years, in order to
be solved. And, that is why there
is no governmental anti-Semit-
ism; because, there are more im-
portant problems which await
answering.

More than twenty thousand
Jews constitute not even one
per-cent of the general population

—although the economic and cul-
tural prestige reaches far above
the numerical percentage.

Even then, if one wishes to sing
praise to the institution of the
Mexican community—many of
them colorful exceptions, even in
comparison with the greatest and

richest Jewish communities in the
world, still, as the Jews do not
live in a vacuum, we must, there-
fore, bear in mind the general
situation in the country.

I don’t know why—and, per-
haps I do know—that instead of
rejoicing when I visit a beautiful
building of a Jewish center; or, a
palace of a Jewish man of wealth;
or, a happy occasion, with orches-
tra music, champagne, wine, and
luxurious clothing—then, a mys-

tic fear encompasses me, an in-
stinctive fear, especially when the
community center, or the palaces,

or the rejoicings occur in a coun-
try, where most of the native
population are dressed in rags and
have not the money to buy a poor
meal, and children are crying be-
cause there is no milk . . .

Can this be the picture of the
subconscious which brings to the
surface the price which we Jews
have paid in the span of centur-
ies; during the old Roman times
before they walled us in in ghet-
toes; in the blooming years of
Spain, which carried the seeds of
the later Inquisition; and in the
speculative years of Berlin thru
which Hitler emerged ...

Indeed, I am satisfied to see my
friend’s new palace-like home, his
wife in mink coats and in dia-
monds, and his son and daughter,
both with newly-acquired auto-
mobiles. They are indeed dear to
me—more success to them. But,
even several hundred such Jews
upon whom luck has smiled, con-
gregate in Brazil or Colombia, in
Chile or in Mexico; large lines of
new, imported American automo-
biles stretch out near the com-
munity center, or near the private

houses of the party host; and this
is repeated often, while wretched
and often hungry natives stand
around and gaze—oh, they have
ready eyes, and they see, watch,
and relate: “It seems that not
very long ago, they came here,
these foreigners; they looked so
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lonely and poor; they peddled,
they used a sign language, lived
in garrets or in tents. Now, look
at their attire, their jewelry, their
homes, and their automobiles” . j

Then I think: “Oh, this is the
way that poison gas came about.
Long years it assembled in dark
envy and hate pipes, until the
pipes burst. Periodically they
came, these catastrophies. Leaf
through the pages of our history,

and you will see that they have
always .

. . sometimes in a gen-

eration before, sometimes a gen-
eration later, but they never fail-
ed to take their toll upon the chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren—not for the sins of
their fathers, but, perhaps, for
their short-sightedness and for
their weakness in carrying out
their responsibilities.”

Truthfully speaking, what kind
of sin is it when one, due to his
own industriousness, intelligence,

and far-sightedness, rises from a

little house to a palace, or from
a small tailor shop to a large fac-
tory. Actually, that is the history

of progress in our economic sys-
tem, and the natural developing
process of each successful indi-
vidual.

But .
.

. here they come, the
unforseeable psychological factors
in political economy. The success-
ful one is a foreigner. His religion
is a different one; his tempera-
ment drives him to boast of his
successes. But, he is not alone;
all other foreigners rose above
their circumstances. One can .gee

their successes in massive form.
But, the native-born, the neigh-
bors, are still in need; they do not

have enough food and clothing.

Envy is the first natural reaction.
Hate is our instinctive sister.
Revenge—not the result of the
other sin, but of the unsuccessful-
ness, troubles and misfortune . . .

And, here it is, the ghost which
follows me when I wander thru
the blossoming Jewish communi-
ties and their institutions; thru
the rich, luxurious homes of my

numerous friends and acquaint-
ances; and when I am the guest
at social or joyous family events,
and music and laughter flows out
through the open windows into
the street filled with people in
rags.

Somewhat as if in a blooming
garden, I suddenly smell the wilt-
ed flowers, the informer of au-
tumn on a spring day.

What does all this have to do
with Mexico? Actually, the reader
should scold me, because I have
left the subject, and instead of
sharing with him my joyful hours
in this community so dear to me,
I suddenly begin to chant lamen-
tations.

And, perhaps, the reader will
begin to think, understand, and
forgive me my digression, simply
because my destined generation
has seen and suffered so much,
and has learned from some of it.
In any event, he has learned the
lesson of the brief recessive per-
iods of joy in comparison to the
gruesome sea of tears and misery
—at any rate, let us now go to see
the Mexican Jewish Athletic Cen-
ter. This is a creation, broadly and
deeply planned, which is actually
no more than a sport center,
where one swims, plays ball, runs,
and fences. But, this is not the
main point. The children—all
Jewish Mexican children—be-
cause of this Jewish center, they
have come back to their parents;
they have come back from the
various fun-seeking places, where
they spent their free days and

evenings. Now, they have their
own nicer, airier—l would even
say more fundamental place—-
than those of their neighbors.

And, on Sunday morning, the
fathers, the mothers, the grown
children, and even the little ones
gather here. Everyone has his own
pastime. No one is forced to come
here, but one is drawn to this
place as if by a magnet, and that
is why they are together. Each
epoch possesses its own attracting

places. And, here in Mexico, the
athletic center becomes the mis-
sionary for all Jews.

The following members of the
Board of directors of the center,
Max Ordinsky and Moshe Gittlin,
brought me here from my hotel,
and with youthful enthusiasm,
they displayed before me “their
ware.” They showed me the social
hall, almost completed, for two

thousand people, and below is
the theater arena. And, here, in
the walls, there will be books,

thousands of books, in Yiddish,

Hebrew, Spanish, and English.
Everything that has a connection
with Judaeaca, Judaeaism, and
Jewishness will be gathered here

in a folk library.
Everything is already set in

white stone and marble. From
broad terraces, there is an open-

ing on the whole complexity of
the swimming pool, the sports
places, and the huge stadium,

where international athletic tour-

nament competitions will be ar-
ranged.

Every Sunday morning, there is
much activity, in the young, the
middle aged, and the older people.

And, there is no lacking in
large lines of hundreds of private
automobiles, which witness the
fact, that more than a generation
has passed from the time when a
lot of them pushed wooden push
carts, and praise be to God, that
the push carts have been convert-
ed into glittering Cadillacs.

By this, I do not mean to say
that all Mexican Jews are .Cadil-
lac owners or millionaires. But,
the race for success has blinded a
lot of them, and they want, at
least, externally, to supercede

their neighbors.
About this, stern and foref-

boding articles have been pub-
lished by such recognized mem-
bers of the community, as A. Z.
Barbitzas and A. Golomb.

But, when one sees the result
?

of this concentrated love, devo-
tion, and financial support which
has been put into this modern
gathering place of athletics,
amusement, and culture, by all
Mexican Jewish leaders, one sees
that a note of thanks is really
and truly deserved.*This is sport,
with a far seeing idea for the fu-
ture, for gathering all as one.

(Translated from the "Day-Jewish
Journal," June 21, 1954.)

Labor Israel.
Their itinerary in Israel has

been planned by Histadrut, Is-
rael’s Federation of Labor, which
will also act as host to the party

during its tour of the country.'

The six men are Phil Hanna,

Secretary-Treasurer of the Ohio
State Federation of Labor irt Co-
lumbus, Ohio, who was Under-
secretary of Labor in the Truman
Cabinet; William M. Griffin,

Chairman of the National Miscel-
laneous Conference, Department

of International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, and Vice-President of
the A. F. L. Council in Seattle,
Wash.; Roy Siemiller, General
Vice-President of A. F. L.’s Inter-
national Association of Machinists
in Chicago; Albert Lunceford,
Secretary-Treasurer of C. I. O.’s
Greater Los Angeles Industrial
Union Council, of the Rubber
Workers Union; William Snoots,

of Dayton, 0., Vice-President of
C. I. O.’s International Union of
Electrical Workers and Director of
International Union of Electrical
Workers District 7; and Ray
Dryer, of Milwaukee, Wise., Dis-
trict Chairman of C. I. O’s Com-
munications Workers of America,
District 5.

The six union leaders will be
joined by a representative of the
Electrical Workers Union, Mr.
Harry Block, and his wife. Block
is Vice-President of C. I. O.’s In-
ternational Union of Electrical
Workers, Director of District
Council in Pennsylvania and C. I.
O. Secretary-Treasurer in that
state.

. Best Wishes Always
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U. S. Labor Leaders
to Visit Israel

Six top regional A. F. L. and C. I. O. officers are leaving for

Israel on August 15 for an 11-day tour sponsored by the Jbnerican

Christian Palestine Committee and the National Committee for

The party will visit all parts of
Israel, including the Negev desert
Which has been recently opened

up by Histadrut pioneers, border
settlements along Israel’s troubled
frontiers, and Christian Holy
Places. They will attend a special

session of the Histadrut Executive
and will be guests of honor at a
reception at Histadrut House.
They will confer with Israel Cab-
inet members and top Israel Gov-
ernment officials as well as Hista-
drut leaders.

The American union leaders
will examine Histadrut union
practices and Israel’s labor-man-
agement relations, and will issue
a report on their return to the
U. S.

The visitors will fly by Israel
National Airlines (El Al).

LEGAL. NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the un-

dersigned intend to register with the
Clerk of Circuit Court of Duval Coun-
ty, Florida, in accordance with the
Fictitious Name Statute of Florida, the
following fictitious name under which
their business is carried on, to-wit:

SOUTHERN STATES CONSTRUC-
TION COMPANY

Claude Reynolds
Arthur O. Silvers

GOLDSTEIN & GOLDSTEIN
Attorneys at Law
Jacksonville, Florida
July 16-23-30 August 6-1954.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the un-

dersigned intends to register with the
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Duval
County, Florida, in accordance with the
Fictitious Name Statute of Florida, the
following fictitious name under which
> js business is carried on, to-wit:

DAVIS AND COMPANY (not inc.)
Lewis Katz, owner

GOLDSTEIN & GOLDSTEIN
Attorneys at Law
Jacksonville, Florida
July 9-16-23-30-1954
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Our Kindest Regards
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Best Wishes Always
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Greetings and Best Wishes
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