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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

COHEN BECOMES LEVI
Maybe you're rather tired of

reading my pieces about our
town. Indeed, I have in hand a
letter that asks me, "Is there no
town but yours? ... And pray tell
me. which is your town? Please
identify it so that we may all

know a town that is as important
as you pretend yours is."

I am introducing this column
in this way because I am about
again to write about our town and
about something that has just

occurred in it. Since the gentle-
man in the letter asks, I should
tell him: Our town is Cincinnati
where I have lived my life.

If you don't know Cincinnati as
well as you should. I'll tell you:
Cincinnati is a seal of Judaism
in America. It is the cradle of Re-
form Judaism founded here, in its
American style, by Rabbi Isaac M.
Wise. The people here keep on
revering his name though he has
been in his grave more than 50
years. Here stands the Hebrew
Union College which Wise cre-
ated and out of which Reform
rabbis are produced. Here, too,
stood the Wise-founded Union of
American Hebrew Congregations
until a few years ago when it
sought the prestige of residing in
New York, mistakenly, I think.

We have a dozen or more
Orthodox synagogues and a dozen
or more Jewish cemeteries, each
representing one of the varieties
of Jewish life.

Here we have a couple of Re-
form temples, each more than 100
years old, each with a large con-
gregation of a thousand families
or so. And that's what this par-
ticular column is all about.

Yes, the Jewish community of
our town lately has felt startled
deep down to its historic depths.
The two Reform temples of its
long history shortly are to be
three. That is to say, the co-rabbi
of one of the temples was resign-
ing from there to organize a third
Reform congregation.

The talk is this way and that.
Some ask. Do we really need an-
other Reform congregation? Don't
we find God enough in the old
temples? Shouldn't we keep
standing by old local religious
history? Won't a third congrega-
tion cause the memberships of
the two old temples to be broken
up? There may be a lot of people
going from the old temples to the
new one which will be closer to
the new Jewish neighborhood.

I have a ready answer for peo-
ple who speak that way. I say:
Maybe, it’s really a good thing to
break up congregations that get
too big, with smaller ones. Then
I tell them a story on the dis-
advantage of congregations get-
ting too big, maybe.

It's an old story of mine which
was printed in this column some
20 years ago, and you may be
young enough never to have
heard it and if you are elderly
you've probably forgotten it. So
it's safe to tell it all over again.
It concerns a Mr. Cohen who was
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Jacksonville to be Host to Southeast Zionist Meetinq

Southeast Zionist Youth Commission
To Meet in Jacksonville Sept. 6
The Southern Zionist Youth Commission, joint education youth

agency of the Southeastern Zionist Organization of America and the
Florida, Southern and Southeastern Hadassah Regions, will convene
at its annual fall meeting, Monday, September 6, in the Colonial
Room of the Hotel Roosevelt, Jacksonville. Florida, according to an
announcement made by Mrs. Ben Alpert, Savannah, Chairman and
Mr. Maurice Pilsk, Nashville. Co-chairman.

The Commission will make
plans for the 1954-55 year includ-
ing the appointment of a director
and shaliach (messenger from Is-
rael), a report of Camp Judaea,

and the formation of policy and
program.

Those expected for the deliber-
ations in addition to a representa-
tive of the American Zionist
Youth Commission include: Mrs.
Irwin Weinstein, Miami Beach,
President, Florida Hadassah; Mrs.
Ralph Abelman, Chattanooga,
President, Southern Hadassah;

Mrs. Morris Frank, Atlanta, Pres-
ident Southeastern Hadassah; and
Mr. Leo Burson, President, South-
eastern Z. O. A.

Presidents of the youth groups

who will make their annual re-
port to the sponsoring body in-
clude: Bob Clein, Atlanta, South-
ern. Judaea; Roni Hyman, Miami
Beach, Southern Leaders’ Coun-
cil and Stanley Saal, Miami, I. Z.-

F. A.

Mortimer May, National President,
To be Guest Speaker Labor

Day Week-end
Cantor Abraham A. Marion, President of Jacksonville, Florida

District of the Zionist Organization of America, has announced that
this city willbe this year's host to the Southeastern Region of ZOA
for its 17th Annual Convention. September 3rd to 6ih.
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MORTIMER MAY

The convention will open with
a Registration on Friday, Septem-

ber 3rd from 5:00 to 6:00 p. m. at

the Hotel Roosevelt; a Friday

evening Kosher dinner will be
held for delegates and Jackson-
ville Jewry in the Jacksonville

All local Youth Commission
chairmen have been extended an

invitation to attend the annual
event. •
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U. S. CHARGED IN SENATE

WITH FAVORING ARABS

AT ISRAEL'S EXPENSE

WASHINGTON, (JTA) Sen.
Wayne Morse, Oregon Independ-
ent, took the Senate floor last
week to criticize administration
policies in the Near East and
charge that some U. S. officials
apparently are willing to “trade
the freedom of the people of Is-
rael for Arabian oil.”

Sen. Morse told the Senate that,

since Secretary of State Dulles’
visit to the Near East, the ad-
ministration has been “trying to

win the friendship of the Arab
states at the expense of Israel.”

Jewish Center at 6:00 p. m., at

which time the Young Judaeans
of Jacksonville will present a pro-
gram. Services in the main Syna-
gogue will follow the dinner at
which time, the Jacksonville
Choral Society, (under the direc-
tion of Cantor Marton) will sing

and the Hadassah Chapter of
Jacksonville will tender a recep-

tion—Kabbalath Shabbat to dele-
gates and friends, following Fri-
day evening services.

On Saturday morning, regular

services will take place in the
Jacksonville Jewish Center, fol-
lowed by a special luncheon held
for delegates of the Southeastern
ZOA Region in the Center. At
3:00 p. m. the Jacksonville Jewish
Community and the ZOA dele-
gates willbe invited to participate

in an Oneg Shabbat at the Cen-
ter, which will this year lake the
form of an Education Seminar.

Saturday night at 8:00 p. m.
marks the formal opening of the
Convention at which time, Mr.
Leo R. Burson, President of the
Southeastern Region will make
his annual report. This session
will take place at the Hotel
Roosevelt, in Jacksonville where
all delegates will be housed. The
Director of the Region, Miss Helen
E. Schneider will also submit her
summary of her first year’s af-
filiation with the Southeastern
Region.

Sunday's session of the Conven-
tion will be devoted to the busi-
ness at hand and election of of-
ficers. Many new plans for the
ensuing year will be projected,
resulting from the sessions and
plans made at this year's annual
National Convention of ZOA that
took place in New York City at
the end of June.

Sunday evening will be high-
lighted by a gala banquet at 8:00
p. m. at which time Mortimer
May, prominent national figure,
will address the audience. This
banquet is scheduled to take place

in the spacious, air-conditioned
auditorium of the Jacksonville
Jewish Center. The meal as all
others will be kosher. The ban-
quet will be followed by a dance.

Monday has been devoted to
the Annual Southern Zionist
Youth Commission meeting at the
Hotel Roosevelt from 10:00 a, m.
to 4:00 p. m. Representatives of

Hadassah and ZOA will meet to

discuss the many aspects of the
program that the Commission
projects for the young people of
the Southeast Jewish Community.

Dulles Approves Germany’s
Pre-War Cartels

BY MILTON FRIEDMAN
(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

*****

—WASHINGTON

which told of recartelization, and warned of con-
sequences of resurgent German power.

The Wall Street Journal said the German trade
and industry “are returning to their traditional
pre-war patterns of cartels and trusts.” German
heavy industry is in the forefront of the movement
to revive the pre-war steel and coal cartels of Eur-
ope. By dominating these cartels prior to World
War 11, the Germans were able to exert decisive
influence on the economies of her future victims.

The Germans regard themselves as “being dom-
inant among the partners in industrial power, but

as having only a limited ability to influence the
group’s (Schumann Plan Organization) policies,”
according to the New York Herald-Tribune. The
U. S. Ne.ws and World Report also says that the
German cartelists resent the Schumann Plan as a

roadblock to their ambitions.

In 1945, the Allies adopted policies designed to

break up the cartels and giant monopolies. But
effective implementation was not achieved in
many important cases. Now the responsibility has
been turned over to the Germans. They are in the
process of passing phony legislation on the subject.

The authoritarian and aggressive spirit is on the
march again. Postwar moods of defeatism and in-
gratiation, often misinterpreted as signs of prog-
ress toward democracy, have been replaced by

bluster and arrogrance. Vital sections of the Ger-
man press reflect this trend.

Frequent warnings have been sounded by Ger-
man newspapers that, unless the Bonn Govern-
ment has its way, it will not cooperate with the
West.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Research staff members of the

Ozalid division of the General
Aniline and Film Corporation

have revealed that the Justice De-
partment has strongly opposed a

move urged by Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles to return Ani-
line units to their former Nazi
owners.

The Ozalid staff said that Wil-
liam P. Rogers, Deputy U. S. Attorney General,

made known the Justice Department’s views in a

letter. Under the Dirksen bill now before Congress,

properties seized by the United States during

World War II from Nazis plotting against this
country would be returned to their foreign owners.
The Deputy Attorney General contended that such
action would be a “windfall” for Nazis who at-

tempted to destroy the United States. He said the
Justice Department “is opposed, and continues to

be opposed, to the proposed legislation.”
Aniline, part of the I. G. Farben chemical trust,

was among the properties taken over. It was es-
tablished during the war crimes trials that Farben
interests exploited slave labor, including Jews.

Secretary Dulles, in congressional hearings,

testified that the return of General Aniline and
similar properties to ex-Nazi industrialists would
improve American relations with Germany.

These Washington developments transpired
against a background of reports from Germany,


