
Love in Summer
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
"*** * *

Near where I presently sit, are two young people on a park

bench. They are engaged in the exercise of an ancient institution—-
love making.

Nothing has ever been said about love belter than was said
in the Bible:

"Many waters cannot quench love, neither can a flood drown it."
So strong is it that Jacob was

willing to toil twice seven years
for his beloved Rachel. It can in-
spire. David was led to valorous
feats by his love for Michale.

It can melt the strong pride of

racialism and outlast even death.
Ruth is bereaved of her husband
but the glow of his life remains
and she clings to Naomi. "Implore

me not to leave thee, whither
thou goest, I will go "

It can be mightier than cannons
or statesmanship in the saving of
a people. Ahasuerus determines
on the destruction of the Jews,
but Esther points her finger at

Haman. “He seeks to destroy my
people.” Just one sentence and the
sentence of doom against her peo-

ple is lifted!
Yes, love is stronger than death;

many waters cannot quench it;

neither can the floods drown it.
Yet how weak it is. Ammon de-

fies the most stringent code to get
Tamar, but no sooner does he get

her than his love is changed to

detestation. How often we see
this in life. Passion may evapo-
rate with the suddenness with
which it gathers and overpowers.

Love can ruin. Solomon, ac-
cording to the rabbis, was led
from the path ofrectitude by love.
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And he was the wisest of men.
Perhaps Solomon tried to spread
it out 100 thin. Love demands
concentration.

Love can degrade. It led King

David to so foul a deed as to di-
rect that the husband of Bathseba
be placed in the front line of bat-
tle that he might be killed. Its
ways are mysterious. It is the
servant who picks the bride for
Isaac and he gauges not by beauty

but by kindness. He will stand at

the well and beseech the young
women coming with their pitch-
ers for water.

Rebecca approaches. When he
asks her for water, she not only

gives him water but asks whe-
ther she may give water to his
animals.

Isaac and Rebecca were very
happy with one another. Perhaps
loving kindness is a better ce-
ment than sex appeal.

But there are no easy gauges.

God in Heaven, say the rabbis,

spends His lime making love
matches, but He finds that more
difficult than performing the mir-
acle of splitting the Red Sea.

Love’s greatest strength is evi-
denced by the fact that it can sur-
vive all the derogatory comments
made about it.

The wife of a famous rabbi once
complained that women were not
given their just rights. She said
it was noted in the Talmud that
it was because of the virtue of
the Jewish women that Israel was

redeemed out of Egyptian slavery.

“You haven’t the full story,”
said the rabbi. “The facts were
these, When the Jews prayed to
God, to redeem them out of Egypt,
He replied that according to sche-
dule they were required to suffer
two hundred more years of serf-
dom. The women thereupon
pleaded with God. ‘Lord,’ they
said, don’t worry about their suf-
fering two hundred more years.
We women will see to that.”

Maybe the rabbi was just josh-
ing.

Anyway, the couple on the park
bench seem not to be entertaining

any such thoughts.
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a member of a big Reform tem-

ple in a certain city. Yet Cohen
may not have been his name. I
have invented him as Cohen for
the sake of the story, which
seems true enough in its idea.

Mr. Cohen, a bachelor, had died
and the moment had come for him
to be buried Jewishly by the
rabbi. This rabbi, on account of
his being the minister of a con-
gregation so large, from time to
time had embarrassing trouble
knowing everybody in it.

When he walked down the main
street and was greeted by passers-
by, he found himself frequently
asking, who is that guy. He may

be a member of my congregation

but how am I to know everybody
in a population so large. Or that
lady who just passed; She seems
to know me but who can she be?
All I can do is to give her a re-
spectful nodL Maybe I should have
stopped and asked her how.are
the children? Yet maybe she
isn't married and has no children.

So this Mr. Cohen was lying
there in full dignity in the funeral
home. Never having known this
member, the rabbi was at a loss
what to say about him as the mo-
ment approached. When he arose
to make the appropriate remarks
he was quite confused, had for-
gotten just what Cohen’s name
was and he spoke of him as “our
brother Levi” to the assembled
mourners . . . “Our brother Levi
has gone to his reward” ... Some
of the assembly felt like getting
up and protesting . . . “This isn’t
Levi, this is Cohen.”

The rabbi continued with con-
solations for the dead man's fam-
ily . . . "Let his good wife and
children feel lifted up by the sac-
red memory of the good father
he was" . . . Some of the congre-
gation were at the point of pub-
licly setting the rabbi right . . .

"He was a bachelor, dear rabbi"
. . . But protest isn't polite eti-
quette at a funeral.

Well, so Cohen was buried as
Levi; he, the bachelor, was sent
on to the reward of paradise as a
good father.

I tell this story byway of sug-
gesting that in large congrega-

tions rabbis can't possibly know
all the members, and so a Cohen
may become a Levi at his funeral
and a bachelor turns out to be
the father of a large family.

I am telling people that to my
mind it’s all right tp have another
Reform congregation in our com-
munity; to the end that congre-
gations get smaller, so rabbis may
know all their people better.
After all,' the pastoral function of
a rabbi is more important than
brilliant sermons which are not
long remembered by the congre-
gations. Members expect the rab-
bi to be an intimate friend of
theirs who knows all their trou-
bles and can give helpful advice.

There's a sequel to the Cohen
story. When Cohen came to para-

dise he had trouble identifying
himself as Cohen, since the rabbi
had sent him up there as Levi'. .

"You are Levi, not Cohen," the
angels said. "The rabbi said so."

“ButI am Cohen,” he protested.
He remained in suspension be-
tween heaven and earth and, as
far as I know, is still in that*
uphappy situation.
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Before an arbor of fern and while carnations flanked with seven-
branched candelabra, Miss Eileen Zipser and Max Sulker exchanged
wedding vows recently in the Caribbean Room. Tampa Terrace Hotel.

Parents of the bride are Dr. and
Mrs. Arthur Zipser, 4009 San
Nicholas St. The bridegroom is
the son of Mrs. Jenny Sutker,
3915 San Rafael St., and the late
Mr. Sutker.

Rabbi David Zielonka perform-

ed the ceremony at 11:30 o’clock.
A program of wedding music was

presented by Jack Titole, pianist.
The bride’s father gave her in

marriage. Her gown of white
Chantilly lace over taffeta had a
portrait neckline outlined with
lace scallops, which also edged

the terrace length full skirt. The
matching lace jacket had long
pointed sleeves and a tiny stand-
up collar. A miniature princess
crown encrusted with jewels held
her fingertip veil of French silk
illusion.

A gown of heaven blue dotted
Swiss was worn by the matron of
honor, Mrs. Lester Zipser, sister-
in-law of the bride. The dress was
styled with scoop neckline, cap
sleeves and a full waltz length
skirt. She carried a colonial bou-
quet of white carnations.

Phillip Sutker, brother of the
bridegroom, was best man, and
Dr. Lester Zipser, brother of the

bride, served as usher.
A reception was held in the

Caribbean Room, where three-
branched. candelabra and nose-
gays of blue and white flowers
were used in the decorations. The
tiered wedding cake was encir-
cled by similar nosegays.

For a wedding trip to Nassau,
Mrs. Sutker wore a navy cotton
dress with full skirt and white
organdy collar, a white hat and
navy accessories. The couple will
reside in Tampa.

Out-of-town guests were Dr.
and Mrs. M. Sutker, Mr. and Mrs.
P. Sutker, Miss Sue Ross, Mrs. ,C.
Boblasky, Savannah, Ga.; L. Gold-
stein, Fernandina; Dr. A. Zipser,
Zanesville, Ohio; and Mrs. Beth
De Young, Miami Beach.
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