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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

CQLUMNIST CONFESSES

I come to a penitent moment:
Roth Hashonah and Yom Kippur,
too, are at hand and what did I
do with the rear just passed? I
say to myself. You, Segal, were
privileged to live another year of
your rather long life, and what's
to show for. it? Maybe you have a
few more gray hairs and there are
a few dollars you may have put
aside. You'll be in schul on these
holy days and in the silent medi-
tations of your heart what are you
going to say to God about your-

self. That is, what willyou say to

Him besides the words you read
out of the prayer book, by rote.

The question falls rather heavy
on the conscience. It’s easy
enough ,to read to God out of the
book; and how many billions of
times has He heard that same
recitation? As the bookkeeper of
my own life what accounting can
I make for myself? What sins
have I to count up? What, if any,
good has there been in me? Rosh
Hashonah is a day that puts a
man on the spot, as the saying is.

Thai's one of the fads of Jew-
ish life that makes it so hard to

be a Jew. When people celebrate
the new year of the common cal-
endar they have a good time at
it; they sit around the hotels and
drink it up toward happy forget-

fulness of the past year. But a
Jew. on his own special new year,
is expected to look deep into him-
self and discover every fault and
feel sorry and resolve to do better
next time.

So, as I seat myself before my
typewriter to write a Rosh H»sh-
onah column, I get admonitions
that tell me this is the best chance
to speak up publicly on all my
faults and good works of the past
year. This is rgther hard on a col-
umnist; the faults he has found
always have been on other people.
His public .gets the impression
that the columnist himself is
without sin and, therefore, most
qualified to point scornfully at
others. <

To help me along in the ac-
counting of myself, my conscience
hands me a questioryiaire. you
might say, by which, sin by sin,
virtue by virtue, I -can add it all
up.

“1. Os first importance in a
man’s way is how he gets along

with the kinsmen in his own
house? Were you gentle with your
wife? Did you permit small causes
to drag you into big fights with
her.

"2. And how did you behave
toward others of your fellowmen?
Did you spread second-hand gos-
sip? Did you condemn people on
hearsay? Were you just in judg-
ment? Did you try to make a fast
/dollar with, a hand that was
quicker than the other man's
eye?"

At this I interrupt my con-
science ... “What’s the idea? You
aren’t asking me anything about
being Jewish; such as how much
money I give to Jewish agencies,

(Continued on Page 3)
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Dinur, Israel’s Minister of Education,
Arrives to Attend Hebrew 1). Conference
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New York —Dr. Benzion Dinur, Israel’s Minister of Education and Culture,
is shown being greeted upon his arrival in the United States last week by Joseph
M. Mazer, Associate Chairman of the Board of the American Friends of the
Hebrew University.

Dr. Dinur, who is Emeritus Professor of Modem Jewish History at the
Hebrew University, will join Professor Albert Einstein at a conference in
Princeton, September 19, to discuss with Jewish leaders American Jewry’s
contribution toward replacing the blockaded plant of Israel’s only university on
Mt. Scopus, with a new one in a Jewish section of Jerusalem. At present the
University is operating in 46 temporary buildings.

The conference, sponsored by the American Friends of the Hebrew University,
will be attended by approximately 200 Jewish leaders and scholars, among them
Dr. George S. Wise, president of the American Friends; Samuel Katzin of
Chicago; James Marshall of New York; Professor Michael Evenari, vice president
of the Hebrew University; and Dr. Benjamin Akzin, dean of the University’s
Law School.
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11. S. State Dept.
Cloaks Iraq's

Persecution of Israel
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
**** *

—WASHINGTON
The Slate Department is attempting to cloak

Iraq's persecution of Jews, and that country's

hostility toward Israel, in defense of its selection
of Iraq as the first Arab League nation to receive
a free U. S. munitions grant.

Thruston B. Morton, Assistant Secretary of
State for Congressional Affairs, in a letter dated
August 10, took Iraq’s side, when asked by a Sena-
tor about a column by this reporter. The column
told how Iraq menaces Jews, and listed facts ob-
tained at the Library of Congress.
Morton defended Iraq on behalf
of the State Department. He said
Iraq “is keenly aware of the Com-
munist danger” and that it was
incorrect to state that Iraqis
want U. S. arms to kill Israelis.

Morion went on to characterize
Iraq as a vital anli-Communisl
outpost linked with the United
Stales. This was done despite the
April 25 Iraqi official communi-
que staling that "the Iraqi Gov-
ernment is pleased to announce
that the U. S. Government has
recently agreed to supply the
Iraqi army with military aid un-
conditionally, devoid of political
obligations or alliances."

Last January, Israeli Foreign
Minister Fadhil A1 Jamali told
the Iraqi parliament: “Whoever
called for peace with Israel would
be guilty of high treason, and
should be hanged.” In February,

he said: “The destruction of Israel
will be achieved only by a
strengthening of the Arab states.”
Zionists noted that these warlike
statements were made by a leader
of a government granted free
arms by the State Department as
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a “bastion of democracy.”

Protesting the arms decision,

Louis Lipsky, chairman of the
American Zionist Committee for

Public Affairs, spoke for most
American Jews. Lipsky said:
"Iraq has been the most belliger-

ent member of the Arab League
in the continuing war against Is-

rael. It has refused even to enter
into an armistice agreement with

Israel. To arm Iraq at a time
when Arab-Israel tension has

been mounting, and without a
firm commitment to make peace
with Israel, is to fortify and em-

bolden Arab intransigence and
risk a renewal of open hostilities."

A defense of Iraq was also made
in connection with facts regarding
Iraqi persecution of Jews. Mor-
ton said: “As far as it is possible
to know, there are no Jews in
concentration camps in Iraq.”
Frequent mention has been made
in the Iraqi press and radio of
the sentencing of Jews to prisons
and concentration camps. The
newspaper “A1 Shaab,” for in-
stance, told of how long sentences

were imposed on Jews for “cor-
responding with relatives in Pal-
estine and sympathizing with
Zionism.” A few months ago,
Iraqi police actually seized Jew-
ish passengers off a British pas-
senger plane which made a forced
landing in Baghdad.

Jewish organizations have fur-
nished the State Department with
lengthy documented reports on
Nazi-like activities in Iraq. Copies

are oil file in the Near Eastern
Division which could have pro-

vided with ample documentation
for anyone really interested in
the truth about Iraq. The materi-
al was submitted by the American
Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith,

American Jewish Congress. Amer-
ican Zionist Council, Jewish
Labor Committee, Jewish War
Veterans, and the Synagogue
Council of America. But the State
Department chose to accept the
Iraqi Embassy version.

A world Jewish Congress sum-
mary of the Iraq situation shock-
ed many decent-minded persons.
“A Jew was sentenced to five
years at hard labor and another to

three years . . . because a scrap of
paper with a Hebrew inscription
from the Old Testament was
found in their home. It was
charged that the paper was of
Zionist origin

.
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The United States and the Middle East
BY RABBI IRVING MILLER

Chairman, American Zionist Council

ing from the mistakes of others. We are in a trance
of self-deception.

The recent accord between Britain and Egypt,
providing for the evacuation of the Suez Canal
Zone, could have provided the basis for the begin-
ning of a peaceful settlement of all standing issues
in the area. Instead, the precarious balance of
power in the Middle East has been profoundly
shaken by our Government’s offer of military
supplies to Egypt, which continues to threaten a
renewal of war against Israel. The Egyptian Gov-
ernment pays lip service to its Western bene-
factors but still refuses to consider adherence to
any alliance against Communist aggression, which
is the United States’ primary aim in the Middle
East. Instead it gives clear warning that it intends
to prosecute a Jihad (Holy War) for Islam against

its sister religion, Christianity, in Africa. What
manner of allies are these?

Without an affirmative guaranty of pacific in-
tentions, by Egypt, which the United States as the
successful mediator between Britain and Egypt

had every right to require, there is the gravest

danger that the Suez Canal base soon to revert to

Egyptian hands with its vast military installations,
may become a springboard for fresh Egyptian
adventures against Israel and the general security

of the Middle East.

Surely it must be clear to our policy makers

(Continued on Page 5)
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RABBI IRVING MILLER

I have recent-
ly returned
from, confer-
ences in Jeru-

salem, where I
had the oppor-

tunity of meet-
ing Israel’s
leaders face to
face and learn-
ing from them
their deep con-
cern at the cur-
rent trend of
American pol-
icy in the Mid-
dle East. Frank-
ly, I share this
concern. As an
American, I am

deeply disturbed by our Administration’s failure
to seize its opportunity to restore peace and order
to the Middle East. The responsibility is ours. We
are the major power today in the Middle East.
We cannot continue to blame the British for. their
mistakes, if we continue to build our policy on
the ruins of theirs. We seem to have learned noth-


