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Book Review: THE JEW IN AMERICAN SPORTS, by Harold
¦J. Ribalow (revised edition), Bloch, $3.50.

Ever since the book was first published in 1948, it has been a
¦avorite of those interested in the role that Jews have played in our
Country's sports. It has been a particular favorite among the youth,
¦l is also valuable for source material on many athletes, and this
Ipolumnisl has quoted from the book on many occasions.
f Now Harold Ribalow has re-

vised and enlarged his original
Bvork to fill the gap in years and
fcring the material up to date. He
Bias added information on athletes
¦whose names have been in the
¦leadlines during the past years.

There seems little doubt that
fthe book will continue to be a
popular one in the field, and that
¦the new edition will add to this
popularity.

However, there is one point in
[the book on which this columnist
Imust take issue with Harold
[Ribalow. Normally, it is not worth
[singling out a particular point
[when there is no quarrel with the
[book as a whole. However, this
[columnist believes the point to be
a vital one.

The author has seen fit to omit
irom this edition the section deal*
ing with the famed basketball
coach, Nat Holman. He explains
his decision as follows:

“Nat Holman, an interview with
whom had appeared in the earlier
book, has been omitted because
of the tragically unsavory conclu-
sion of his glorious coaching ca-
reer. No stigma attached to Hol-
man personally, but it became
impossible to judge fairly the.
teams under his command when a
basketball betting scandal broke
and revealed that some of his
finest players succumbed to the
gamblers.”

In making this decision, the
.author has omitted an important
chunk of history. The issue is not
whether or not Holman was justly
or unjustly attacked, although the
recent legal order for Holman's
reinstatement makes the omission
of Holman appear rather hasty.

The principal issue concerns the
fapt that Nat Holman, whatever
a dozen inquiries might show,
ranked as one of the great Jewish
sports figures in the United States
of the first half of the century.

One may. be critical of Holman.
One may say that, even though he
was unjustly made a scapegoat,

he may-have known of some of
the goings on among his players.
However, the historical fact is
that Holman earned a reputation
as Mr. Basketball. There can cer- j
tainly be an evaluation of his
career on this score. But even if
the author felt compelled to con-
clude that a complete, fair evalu-
ation would have to await legal

proceedings and other develop-
ments, there should certainly be
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a description of his basketball
achievements.

Omitting Holman from the book
is tantamount to saying .that a
Jewish public figure is worthy of
mention only if he is above and
beyond reproach. However, the
minute a Jewish figure does
something, or is accused of doing
something that might be con-
demned, he is to be dropped like
a hoi potato.

This is no way to look at either
history or contemporary events.
This columnist hopes that, in the
next revised edition of the Jew
in American Sports, the author
will put back the material on Mr.
Holman, regardless of what he
chooses to say about Mr. Basket-
ball.

Chief Justice Warren
To Address B. B.

Group, Nov. 7

Earl Warren, Chief. Justice of
the United States, will be the
principal speaker at a banquet to
celebrate the ground-breaking for
B’nai B’rith’s new headquarters
building in. Washington, D. C.
This announcement was by
Philip M. Klutznick, President of
B’nai B’rith, the world’s largest
and oldest Jewish service organi-
zation. ~~

The new building will contain
the national offices of B’nai
B’rith, the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Foui- Freedoms Library, and an
exhibit of historical and artistic
works displaying the contribu-
tions to American democracy of
the Jewish people. It will be eight
stories in height and cost approx-
imately a million dollars.

The banquet will be held in the
grand ballroom of the Mayflower
Hotel in Washington, D. C., on
November 7. Members of Con-
gress, representatives of foreign
nations, cabinet members, asso-
ciate justices of the Supreme
Court and a host of other leading
citizens from all walks of life are
expected to attend.

It is believed that Chief Justice
Warren, in handing down the un-
animous decision of the Supreme

Court outlawing racial segrega-
tion in the public school system,

has thereby moved into the his-
tory books beside such famous
Chief Justices as John Marshall,
Roger B. Taney,f and Charles
Evans Hughes. The decision is one
of the six most important ever
rendered by the Supreme Court,

and the most important in the
field of race relations since Jus-
tice Taney’s Dred Scott decision.

El Al Receives
$2 Vz MillionLoan

Negotiations for a loan of $2,-
500,000 were concluded success-
fully with Chase National Bank
to finance the recent purchase of
a fourth Constellation aircraft
and to consolidate the company’s
dollar position.
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5714-1954

Selichoth Sept. 19
Erev Rosh Hashonah Sept. 27

1954-5715
Ist Day, Rosh Hashonah Sept. 28
2nd Day, Rosh Hashonah Sept. 29
Fast of Gedaliah Sept. 30
Shabbas Shubah Oct. 2
Erev Yom Kippur—Kol Nidrei

Oct. 6
Yom Kippur—Day of Atonement

Oct. 7
Succoth, Ist Day Oct. 12
Succoth, 2nd Day Oct. 13
Hoshana Rabba Oct. 18
Shemini Atzereth , Oct. 19
Simchat Torah Oct. 20
*Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan Oct. 28
Rosh Chodesh Kislev Nov. 26
Chanukah—First Candle Dec. 19
Chanukah, Ist Day Dec. 20
?Rosh Chodesh Tebeth Dec. 26
Chanukah, last Day Dec. 27

- 5715-1955

Fast of Tebeth Jan. 4
Rosh Chodesh Shebat Jan. 24
Chamisha Osor B’Shvat Feb. 7
?Rosh Chodesh Adar Feb. 23
Fast of Esther , Mar. 7
Purim Mar. 8
Shushan Purim Mar. 9
Rosh Chodesh Nisan Mar. 24
Passover, First Seder Apr. 6
Passover, Ist Day Apr. 7
Passover, 2nd Day Apr. 8
Passover, 7th Day Apr. 13
Passover, Bth Day Apr. 14
*Rosh Chodesh Iyar Apr. 23
33rd Day of the Omer May 10
Rosh Chodesh Sivan May 22
Shevuoth, Ist Day May 27
Shevuoth, 2nd Day May 28
?Rosh Chodesh Tammuz June 21
Fast of Tammuz July 7
Rosh Chodesh Ab July 20
Tisha B’Ab July 28
?Rosh Chodesh Ellul Aug. 19
Erev Rosh Hashonah 5716

Sept. 16
* Also observed previous day.

• Jewish Broadcast
Slated for Sunday

“Valley Forge,” written by
Morton Wishengrad, will be pre-
sented on the Eternal Light radio
program on Sunday, September
19, 1954, (12:30-1:00 P. M, EST,
NBC Network), as the second
program in its special ¦ series de-
voted to the American Jewish
Tercentenary, celebrating the
300th anniversary of the settle-
ment of Jews in the United States,
it has been announced by the
Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, under whose auspices
the program is conducted. The
Eternal Light, a coast-to-coast
radio program, is presented as a
public service by the National
Broadcasting Company.

“Valley Forge,” is a drama of
the ordeal of cold, hunger and
dogged perseverance endured by
the American army. It tells the
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story of a soldier named Berger
who went to find food for a sick
companion and received 20 lashes
for a charge of desertion. In spite

of the cruelty of his punishment,
Berger remains loyal to Washing-
ton’s Army and persuades his
fsdlow-soldiers to do likewise.
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