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A LETTER FROM ISRAEL

.*•*•¦*

Last week we printed a let-
ter from Congressman Charles
Bennett addressed to Secre-
tary of Stale Dulles, which
protested on behalf of Ben-
fiett's Jewish constituents the
arming of the Arabs. In this
week's mail we received a
beautiful letter from one of
Israel's famous poets and edi-
tors, who prefers to remain
anonymous. The letter deals
with the same subject as the
one printed last week, only
the appeal is made to the Jew-
ish people, "Israel's only de-

pendabie ally," rather than to a politician, whose ideals of jus-
tice are permeated with oil interests. We believe our readers
will find the following interesting and inspiring.

“We are isolated between the desert and the sea and
surrounded by blood-thirsty foes who seek to destroy us. The
shadow of our isolation has been thickening ever since United
States policy took a definite turn against us in its search for
the friendship of the Arab countries. The result has been not
only an adverse effect on our international position and our
security situation, but also a shock to our faith in America.

"So many of us naively believed that the aid and the
support given us so generously by the leaders of the Ameri-
can nation stemmed directly from the spirit of freedom and
democracy for which America is famous, from the heritage
of Jefferson and of Lincoln, of Emerson and of Whitman.
So many of us saw in the United States not just a great power
whose interests happened to coincide with ours, but a true
friend, whose friendship derives from her very essence, as a
nation deeply steeped in democratic tradition and in the
love of freedom.

“The disillusionment is deep and bitter; if such is the
case, what then is the difference—especially where we are
concerned—between totalitarian regime in the East,
whose needs justify every means no matter how terrible and
inhuman, and thp Western democracy led by America?

"It may be that the Jews of America have not quite
grasped the full significance of the New Look in their coun-
try's Middle E?st policy. But we here—even though we do
not often say it outright—have a very clear idea what it
means: it means if the policy is pursued the ultimate aban-
donment of the Stale of Israel, its sovereignty and the lives
of its citizens to Arab cutthroats, Arab princelings, Arab dic-
tators and Arab chieftains, who hope at the price of our blood
to insure the continuance of their backward and oppressive

rule. This policy is a deliberate, calculated cynical sell-out,

without compunction and without shame—for who is there
today to be ashamed of?

“We are now again, as we were a decade ago, isolated and
betrayed, placed under the siege of the nations of Arabia and
its assassins and in the terrifying shadow of the two huge

contending blocks in the world.

"Our only dependable ally, today, as always, is the Jew-
ish people." ‘ •
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Israel Echoes
Ths recent moves by the Israel

Treasury designed to discourage
the spending of hard currency
abroad have resulted in a de-
crease in the number of Israel
students in the United States . . .

Typical is the case of the Uni-
versity of California, in Los An-
geles, which last year, had 57 Is-
raeli students, now has only three
enrolled for the new academic
year

. . . The Israel Treasury al-
lows SIOO monthly for living ex-
penses, plus an allocation for
tuition fees . . . This sum is in-
sufficient in the large towns and
cities, although it is ample in the
rural districts . . . Israel students
however, concentrate in the large
cities and the more expensive
colleges

... Os the 1,200 Israel
students who are still in the Uni-
ted States, more than 300 depend
on partial or full support from
Israel . .

. The remainder make
ends meet by working during the
summer recess or evenings . . .

Many of them receive scholar-
ships, fellowships or teaching jobs
in the colleges where they study
. . . The McCarran Immigration
Act is favorable to foreign stu-
dents, permitting them to work
for a maximum of 18 months after
completing their studies . . . Thus,
about 100 Israeli graduates and
undergraduates who were expect-
ed to return to Israel this year,

have decided to stay in the U. S.
and profit by the opportunity ol
gaining practical experience in
their professions . . . The Israel
Government is interested in hav-
ing its students take advantage ol

the relaxation in the granting ol

work permits for foreign students,
which had previously been diffi-
cult to obtain ... As a result, the

Israeli consulates in the U. S. help

students find employment... The
American Friends of the Hebrew
University and of the Haifa Tech
nion are similarly aiding students
in this way . .

.

BORIS SMOLAR

Invisible Writing

Arthur KoestlCr, the noted
novelist who drifted into Com-
munism only to be disappointed
with the Soviet regime, is now
telling his life story in “The In-
visible Writing,” the second book
of his two-volume autobiography
.

. . The largest s6ction of this
book, published by MacMillan, is

devoted to experiences which the
author had in the Communist
underground in Germany and as
tool of the Comintern in Soviet
Russia and later in France . . .

However, Mr. Koestler also deals
with some of his experiences in

Palestine where he spent three
years as a young man working in

a Jewish collective settlement . . .

It is after becoming “disillusioned

with the limited horizon of Zion-

ist settlers” that he left Palestine

for Berlin and became a Commu-

nist . .
. Eight years later, on his

way out of the Communist Party :
he returned to Palestine, just

when the strife between the

Jews and the Arabs was at its

height ... He then published

articles in the London press urg-

ing the British Government to

partition Palestine into a Jewish

and Arab state .
. .
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C-Thru Awnings
America's Most Beautiful

Metal Awnings! 4

STEPHENS
Roofing &Sheet Metal Co.
(Rear) 336 E, Bth St. Since 1914

Phones: 4-6125 & 98-2138
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Between You and Me
BT BORIS SMOLAR (Copyright.

COMMUNITY TRENDS
The ambition of the National Jewish Wel-

fare Board, which provides a Jewish religious
program for the armed forces, is to have one
Jewish chaplain for each 1,000 Jews in the
service ... In World War I, there was one
Jewish chaplain for every 10,000 Jewish sol-
diers ... In World War 11, there was one
Jewish chaplain for every 2,000 Jewish sol-
diers . . . During World War 11, the average
of non-Jewish chaplains to non-Jewish men

was one chaplain for every 1,000 men ... This is the ratio
which the Jewish Welfare Board is seeking to achieve now
.

.
. There were good reasons why the Jewish percentage of

chaplains was smaller than the non-Jewish . .
.

Firstly, there
was a shortage of American-trained rabbis .

.
. Secondly,

Jewish service men were scattered in small groups over
large areas . . . And—now it can be told—some military com-
mands refused to have Jewish chaplains . . . Nevertheless, be-
fore the World War II was over, no less than 311 rabbis had
served in the chaplaincy ... It is estimated that at that time
more than 600,000 Jews were serving in the armed forces .

. .

The average strength of the armed forces during the period
1954-55 will be about 3,400,000, according to the JWB estimate

. .
. And today a force of more than 250 military and civilian

rabbis functions at every spot in the world where American
Jewish military personnel are stationed ... They include more
than 40 Jewish chaplains overseas, about 70 Jewish chap-
lains in this country, and nearly 140 civilian rabbis who serve
as officially recognized auxiliary chaplains at domestic mili-
tary installations .

. . Thus, the JWB is very optimistic about
achieving its goal of one chaplain for each 1,000 Jews in serv-
ice in a very short time .... It is interesting to note that in
proportion to their civilian numbers in the civilian popula-
tion, Jewish—as well as non-Jewish—servicemen attend re-
ligious services in larger numbers than their civilian counter-
parts ». . Increasingly, Jewish chaplains have been confronted
with the necessity of organizing religious classes for the chil-
dren of military personnel living at installations distant from
organized Jewish communities . . . The remarkable thing is
that many of the Jews in. the armed services who establish
contact with the chaplains have never been to a synagogue . .

My Best Wishes Always

JULIAN WARREN
Your County Commissioner

' Greetings and Best Wishes ' •

National Grocery & Tobacco Company
518 East Seventh Street Phone 4-5516

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
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Telephone Answering Sorvfce

718 PEARL STREET PHONC 4-4516
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL MY JEWISH FRIENDS

GENEVIEVE KING MEDLOCK
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

Greetings aird Best Wishes %

JULINGTON NURSERIES
Hours 8:00 to 5:00 —7 Days a Week

JACKSONVILLE '7, FLORIDA—HIGHWAY 13 HEAR MANDARIN

Phone Mandarin 9-2961 From Jgx 112-9 - 2961

Page Three


