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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

LADY AND CHICKEN

Yes, it could have been a big
job for the lady to have to pick
every feather on the street, from
the rabbi's house on even unto
her own house, a distance of a
mile, maybe. But there wasn't a
feather to be found, and that fact
doesn't have as happy a meaning
as it sounds. It might have been
movably better had the lady been
able to pick up all the feathers
and burn them in a heap. But no!

First, though, I should be tell-
ing you how this story about Lady
and Chicken began. I found lady
and chicken in a sermon title
printed in the bulletin of the Re-
form temple at Vicksburg. There
my friend, the Rabbi Leonard
Rothstein, officiates and preaches.

Now I have little or no use for
chicken for dinner, a distaste my
wife regards as a reproach to her
cooking; but, then, chicken mixed
somehow with a lady, in one dish,

you might say, was something else
again, and I was interested.

So I wrote to Rabbi Rothstein:
How come? Lady and chicken all
in one ... in a sermon?

The rabbi replied: "it's a story
and it's rabbinic." Then he went
on to tell the story: First, that
lady! Maybe sne wasn't sufch a
special lady; there may be other
ladies like her, and gentlemen,
too, for that matter.

Ladies—and—gentlemen, too—

who take stray bits of gossip to
their tongues, chew them-with
relish and pass them around for
others to chew on as well; each
one flavoring the stuff to his own
taste. Until what started out as
just a piece of fabrication turns
into a big lie.

WelL She lady who is She sub-
jecS of Shis piece, had picked up
a piece of gossip reflecting on a
neighbor and had gone about to
spread it among all She other
neighbors ... "Did you hear? ...

Oh, it's rich! . . . But don't let it
go any farther! This is it."

The one to whom she told it
shortly went to the next door
neighbor

.
. . “Did you hear? . . .

It’s simply awful! .. . I’lltell you
if you promise to tell nobody

else.” . . . The story grew as it
went from neighbor to neighbor.

But the lady who started itwas.
after all, a decent soul—a verita-
ble lady. When, finally, she hears
fltat it wasn't true at all. she is
deeply repentant and her heart
hurts with unbearable pain. What
can she do to make amends to the
one she had horribly injured?
What to do to restore her victim's
good name? She went to the rabbi
to ask him, and what finer could
a real lady do?"

The rabbi listened and when he
had heard her' weeping story
through, he said: “Go home, my
daughter. On the way home buy
a chicken and have it properly
killed. Then come back to me

with the chicken.
"And listen, my daughter, care-

fully: You should pluck the chick-
en's feathers along the way to
my house, feather by feather,

(Continued on Page 8)

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1954

CONVENTION LEADER
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WALTER S. HILBORN, promi-
nent Los Angeles civic leader, will
serve as local chairman for the
43rd General Assembly of the
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations which will take nlace
in Los Angeles, February 13-16.
The convention will be the first
gathering of the Union, compris-
ing the nation’s Reform temples,
ever to take place in Los Angeles,
and the first in California since a
1929 meeting in San Francisco.
Mr. Hilborn willmobilize the con-
gregations of Los Angeles, which
have witnessed great growth in
the lalt two decades, to offer'hos-
pitality to delegates coming for
the Union Convention and for the
National Federation of Temple
Sisterhoods biennial, which will
occur simultaneously. A member
of the Leo Baeck Temple, Mr.
Hilborn has occupied high office
on many national organizations
and serves on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Hebrew Union Col-
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion.

di, well-known Egyptian lawyer

and former Minister of Justice in
the postwar Aly Maher Pasha
Cabinet, has agreed to defend
the Egyptian Jaws arrested on
charges of “espionage” for Israel,

it was reported here. The report

added that no date had yet been
set for the trial of the Jews.

Southern Judaeans
Will Meet in

Daytona Beach

The Southern Region Senior
Judaea will meet for their Annual
Winter Conclave, December 26-30,
1954, in Daytona Beach, Florida,

according to an announcement by
Bob Clein, President. Conclave
headquarters will be the Princess
Issena Hotel.

“If You Will It - It Is No
Dream,” the conclave theme, will
be highlighted by discussion
groups, Judaean workshops, Folk
song and dance competition, ex-
temporaneous speaking contest,
basketball, shuffleboard and ping
pong tournaments, Banquet and
Dance to the music of the George
Myers Orchestra.

A staff of mature and capable
leaders will include: Yosef Peri,
Shaliach; Anita Schwarlzman, Or-
ganisational Secretary; Saul
Krukofsky, Field Director; Erica
Greenbaum and Mrs. I. Brukner,

City Directors; Herman Popkin,
Former Director; Roni Hyman,
Chairman Regional Leaders
Council; Mrs. L. Rafael, Memphis
and Jackie Pressner, New Or-
leans.

Special guests expected for the
1 day event will be the National
President of Senior Judaea, Shel-
by Lyman, and Mr. & Mrs. Chaim
Adler, representing the Atlanta
Zionist Youth Commission.

Southern Senior Judaea is spon-

sored by the Southern Zionist
Youth Commission, joint educa-
tional youth agency of Hadassah
and Z. O. A.

For additional information and
application blanks, write to: Sou-
thern Senior Judaea, Suite 601,
One Peachtree Building, Atlanta,
Georgia.
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NOTED EGYPTIAN LAWYER
TO DEFEND EGYPTIAN JEWS

IN "SPY CASE"

PARIS, (JTA) Ahmed Rush-

BY MILTON FRIEDMAN
(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

*****

—WASHINGTON
Election results provided im-

portant indications that political
anti-Semitism has been repudi-
ated by voters to the extent that
it may have backfired against

tl\ose whom anti-Semites sought

to aid.
The Oregon election is one ex-

ample. During the election, Sena-
tor-elect Richard L. Neuberger,

Democrat, was attacked by a Republican news-
paper. It said “Neuberger had been wise enough

to remain primarily a writer and to dabble in
politics as a recreation to provide grist for his
writing mill. The well-known wisdom of his rare
in financial matters has been uppermost in this
policy.” 'An Anti-Defamation League report
charged that “there is no question but that the
pointing of the item was intended to use Mr. Neu-
berger’s Jewish origin as a smear and it was sent
with the intention that it be reprinted in other
papers . . .

” •

Neuberger’s opponent, Republican Sen. Guy

Cordon, sought to disavow personal responsibility
for the incitement to prejudice. Newspapers

Election Results Satisfactory
throughout Oregon were aroused and editorial
after editorial deplored the use of anti-Semitism.
The Registar-Guard, of Eugene, Ore., said: “There
are many reasons for voting against Dick Neu-
berger, if you want to find them. But his religion

is not one of these issues.” Another newspaper
denounced the attack on. Neuberger and expressed
the “hope that voters realize that race and religion
have nothing to do with political ability.”

Informed political quarters reported that tradi-
tionally liberal Oregonians were so shocked by the
methods used to attack Neuberger that some voters
who had previously been undecided cast their
ballots for him. Sympathy for an “underdog” un-
fairly attacked is not a new development on the
American scene.

A similar development occurred in New Jersey.
Clifford P. Case, Republican candidate for Senate,
gained a sympathy vote because he was subjected
to vicious treatment by the extreme right-wing of
his own party.

The Oregon results are noteworthy in that a
Jew was elected in a state with a very small Jew-
ish population. Once before, in 1897, Oregon sent a
Jew, Joseph Simon, to the Senate. The slim mar-
gin of votes which elected Neuberger may cause
second thoughts among politicians who might be
tempted to employ bias against ooponents.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Israel Stronger Than Any
Arab State, Eden Says

LONDON, (JTA) lsrael was io seek further clarification this
week of Foreign Secretary Sir Anthony Eden's statement that the
terms of the Tripartite Declaration of 1950 obligate its signatories,
including Britain, to come to Israel's aid in the event it is attacked
by the Arab states.

Sir Anthony’s statement, wind-
ing up debate in the House of
Commons on Britain’s Middle
East policy, went much farther
than anything the British Govern-
ment had ever said regarding sup-
port of Israel in the event it is a
victim of aggression. It is the
strongest interpretation of the
declaration yet made by any re-
sponsible minister of the govern-
ments of any of the signatory
powers, the United States and
France, as well as Britain.

Addressing himself to Labor
critics. Sir Anthony insisted that
the Tripartite Declaration had
been under-estimated and was in
fact "extremely far-reaching" in
its guarantees. He asserted that
the terms of the recent Anglo-
Egyplian agreement on the Suez
Canal which guaranteed British
military aid to Egypt in the event
of aggression from the outside
"excluded" any possibility of
British aid to Egypt against Is-
rael.

Observers here commented that
the expressions of friendship for
Israel which were so evident in
the statements of the Foreign
Secretary and Minister of State
Anthony Nutting, who opened the
debate for the government, were
forthcoming .because of the evi-
dent sympathy for Israel in the
ranks of the government support-
ers, as well as among the Labor-
ites and Liberals. They noted that
the government’s identification
with the general pro-Israel senti-
ment in the House was at one and
the same time an invitation to

Israel to seek elaboration of Sir
Anthony’s views and a warning
to the Arabs.

The Foreign Secretary was pes-
simistic of the possibilities of set-
tling the Arab refugee problem
until some steps could be taken
toward a general political discus-
sion between Israel and the Arabs.
Once again he maintained that
there was no hope of bringing the
Israel-Arab conflict to a peaceful
settlement unless the Anglo-Egyp-
tian agreement, on which he
slaked the hopes of a general Mid-
dle East improvement, proved
successful.

Referring to Israel apprehen-
sions over military arms ship-
ments to the Arab states, Sir
Anthony said the House should
not underestimate “Israel’s very
real military strength,” which he
assessed as “greater than any
other single Arab state.” The last
thing the British Government
wants is to precipitate an arms
race in the Middle East, he con-
tinued, conceding that it would
be “quite disastrous in the present
much inflamed atmosphere.”

He expressed disagreement with
the Egyptian argument that in
closing the Suez Canal to Israel
.raffic it was exercising legitmale
belligerent rights. He said he had
been unable to discover any evi-
dence of the persecution of Jews
in Egypt.

The debate was opened by Mr.
Nutting who announced that the
British Government is prepared
to support a plan in the United
Nations to extend for a further
five years the activities of the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for the Palestine refugees

in an effort to solve the Arab
refugee problem, which Britain
considers one of the most impor-

tant aspects of the Arab-Israel
dispute.

Mr. Nutting expressed no hope

of an early settlement of the
Arab-Israel situation, although he
assured his listeners that he was
"far from despairing."

“It will reauire time and pa-
tience and above all restoration of
peaceful conditions upon the
Arab-Israeli frontier so that co-
existence may grow into tolera-
tion and toleration into good
neighborliness,” he stressed. Re-
porting an ‘improvement on the
Israel-Jordan frontier and Israel’s
return to the Mixed Armistice
Commission, Mr. Nutting wel-
comed “this progress towards
more settled conditions.”

Ha reiterated the British Gov-
ernment's offer of its good offices
to the Arab states and Israel and
said that Britain had already
made some moves in that direc-
tion. but had not publicised them
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