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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

"THE JEWISH VOTE"

I know I shall be gelling some
hell from misguided people on
account of this column. Il has lo
do with dragging the land of Is-
rael into American parly politics.
The question is this: Isn't Israel
a sacred trust of ours never to be
used for the promotion of the
selfish interests of politicians?

Yet in the recent political cam-
paigns it was used that way in
eur town for the benefit of a can-
didate for the U. S. Senate. As if
at the moment there were no
American national interests in-
volving this candidate—for or
against him. I blushed for us all.

It was all in a political adver-
tisement signed by a group of
Jews under the picture of this
candidate. The advertisement
read: "Israel needs senatorial
friends . . . The record (this can-
didate's record, that is) speaks for
itself."

They went on to recite what a
friendly guy this candidate had
been to Israel’s cause. Not a word
about him in relation to the USA
and his record in the matter of
America’s foreign policy, or his
ideas about ways to make the
economy and the American social
order better and better. Those
issues alone were involved in that
election and these Jews did a dis-
service to Israel to drag it in for
the good and welfare of a politi-
cian running for office.

For writing this I am sure to be
met with reproaches here and
there on our street... "Segal, you
call yourself a friend of Israel?' 7

or, "Segal, you shouldn't have
dragged that up in public print"
... I have the answer ready for
all such: "My friend, we do no
good to Israel when we lend Is-
rael's name for the exploitation
of the ambitions of politicians.

"What interest in Israel c&n be
theirs, except to gather Jewish
votes, as they are called? We
must serve Israel in our own
good way, not drag it into Ameri-
can politics. We Jews are old
enough—all the years we have

lived! ... and it’s about time that
we distinguished the real thing
from the phony, and we, as Jews,
shouldn’t lend ourselves to the
politicians who believe that votes
can be had by lubricating Jews
with schmalz. -

"Il all comas lo Ihe well-known
fact: There is no Jewish vote, de-
spite politicians who at election
time play Jews hopefully in the
same hopeful way that they play

horses at ihe Derby. Horses are
much safer bets, since most of us
vote by our consciences not by

flattery of politicians.
"It does occur that Jews of a

community may vote as majority
for a certain candidate or issue;
but they do not vote that way as
Jews, only as citizens brought to-
gether by principles. I am sure
that a lot of us Jews felt insulted
by the senatorial candidate who
appealed for their votes for Is-
rael’s sake. The guy was elected
anyway, but not by the votes of
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Thanksgiving
Telecast Set for

Thursday

A special Tercentenary telecast
of “The Ballad of Jacob Stein,” by
Norman Lessing, will highlight
the Thanksgiving Day presenta-
tion on the National Broadcast-
ing Company’s television network
on Thursday, November 25, from
5:00 to 5:30 P. M., Eastern Stand-
ard Time.

To be televised under the au-
spices of the National Tercen-
tenary Committee, “The Ballad of
Jacob Stein” will be a salute to
Jewish participation in American
life, from the arrival of the first
group of twenty-three Jews in
New Amsterdam in 1654, until
the present day.

Featured in the role of Jacob
Stein will be the noted stage,
screen, radio and television actor,
Walter Mathau, whose latest
movie, “The Kentuckian,” is sche-
duled for release shortly. The part
of the balladeer narrator will be
played by Bill Hayes, who was
baritone lead of the “Show of
Shows.”

i

JEWISH LIFE IN KENYA
NOT AFFECTED BY

EMERGENCY SITUATION

LONDON, (JTA) Jewish
communal life in Keyna has not
been affected by the state of
emergency proclaimed by the
British Colonial Government in
Kenya in its campaign against the
Mau Mau, the Board of Kenya

Jewry reported this week. The
foundation has been laid in Nai-
robi for a new synagogue.

$3.09 A YEAR

Warns that U. S. to Halt
Grant-Aid to Israel

Bruce McDaniel,
U. S. Administrator,

Interviewed by
Jewish Weekly

By Mrs. Isadore Moscovilz
JACKSONVILLE. FLA. ls '

an interview Thursday morning
here. Bruce McDaniel, retiring Di-
rector of the U. S. Foreign Opera-
tion Mission in Israel, said that
the next two years will prove to
be the most crucial period for the
Jewish Stale. McDaniel explained
that according to long-period gov-
ernment planning, the Grant and
Aid program willbe curtailed or
completely stopped all over the
world, and Israel along with other
nations will be forced to balance
their economy without U. S. fi-
nancial assistance.

McDaniel has just returned to
the United States after serving
two years and seven months in Is-
rael. While there he supervised
the expenditure of $190,000,000 of
American government funds, and
worked with Americans and Is-
raelis to strengthen the industrial
and agricultural fronts of the new
state.

"It is too bad that the Ameri-
can Jew has been reminded of so
many recurrent crises in Israel
before." McDaniel said, "for in my
estimation the coming two years,
when Grant and Aid to Israel will
cease, will be the most critical
period in her history. The perti-
nent economic fact to be remem-
bered is that while Grant and Aid
will be suspended, the U. S. gov-
ernment is prepared lo deal thru
export-import banks with those
countries with required hard cur-
rency." McDaniel explained that
Israel does not have the available
dollars to take advantage of this,

and that it must look to American
Jews for a substantial part of the
hard currency it will need to up-
hold its place in world markets,

and to avail itself of American
government assistance. The for-
mer Grant-Aid .Chief in Israel
will open the United Jewish Ap-
peal Dinner in New York on De-
cember 10th.

In answer to questions from the
Weekly reporter McDaniel ex-
pressed his admiration for the
Israel people. “They work won-
derfully under pressure. The prog- .

ress they have made in the past
three years is phenominal. They
are a people who had absolutely
no previous experience in gov-
ernment, and the way they have
conducted themselves is nothing

short of remarkable. At first we
had our problems in making them
understand what they must do in
industry and in agriculture, but
they have learned quickly, and
today Israel is on a wonderfully
solid foundation.

"With Grant-Aid money we
were successful in establishing six
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bruce McDaniel

Israel - Arab Problem May be Solved
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
**** *
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—WASHINGTON
The French premier whose gen-

ius for peacemaking amazed the
world arrived in Washington this
week with definite ideas on the„
Arab-Israel deadlock. Pierre Men-
des-France, the premier who suc-
ceeded where others failed, may
help solve this “insoluble” prob-

lem although his main mission
here does not pertain to the Near
East.

Is it unthinkable that the man who unified
Western Europe and brought peace to Indo-China
will find away to cope with the Arab League?
As Mendes-France turned his attention toward a
just solution of the dilemma his nation faces in
North Africa, the Arab world became alive with
apprehension. For weeks Arab propagandists have
sought to link Arab claims against Israel with
legitimate Moslem aspirations in North Africa.
Mendes-France has found himself allied with Is-
rael as the Jewish State looms larger as France’s
natural ally in the Eastern Mediterranean.

France and its premier have replaced Great
Britain and Sir Winston Churchill as the primary

targets of the hate campaign waged by the Egyp-
tian press and radio. British agreement to with-
draw from the Suez Canal Zone has removed the
principal cause for animosity toward London.
Meanwhile the Egyptians have espoused the cause
of Moroccan and Tunisian nationalists in their
struggle with France, and have accused France of

forming a common front with Israel against the
Arab League.

A bitter attack was opened by the semi-official
newspaper, “A1 Gorrihouria,” which alleged that
“a new plot against the Arabs is being woven in
Paris with Mendes-France, a Jew by descent and
a Zionist by creed, as the prime mover.” The news-
paper said that Gen. Mpshe Dayan, Israel Army
Chief of Staff, recently visited France to buy
munitions. It asserted that Israel Prime Minister
Moshe Sharett was invited to visit France “for
coordination of French-Israeli policy against the
Arabs.”

A front-page editorial in a subsequent edition
repeated accusations that Mendes-France was serv-
ing “reactionary imperialism” in North Africa. The
wording of this attack—describing the French
premier as “this little Zionist imperialist Jew”—

was considered a display of unusually violent ra-
cial overtones. Observers in Cairo reported that
most Egyptians previously expressed animosity to-

ward Israel as a political entity but seldom be-
trayed Nazi-like racial antipathies.

The editorial dealt sympathetically with the
Communist forces which overran the French gar-
rison at Dienbienphu in Indochina. It described
such Communists as the “fellow nationalists” of
those Moroccans and Tunisians who would soon be
storming French strongholds an their countries.

Gpe newspaper noted that the United States
has given Egypt a grant of $40,000,000 in financial
aid and is anxious to send free military assistance.
This, said the newspaper, would strengthen Arab
determination to “restore our Arab brethren in
their rightful homes in Palestine.”
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