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Last Friday night at services the
rabbi of our synagogue devoted much
of his sermon to Jewish Book Month,
which is sponsored by the Jewish
Book Council of America and the
Jewish Welfare Board. Observed this
year from November 19th to Decem-
ber 19th, the rabbi urged his congre-
gants to take a greater interest in
Jewish books and the printed word.
He suggested that since the celebra-
tion falls around Chanukah that we

1 Jews give books of Jewish interest for
holiday gifts. With this year being the 300th anniversary of
Jewish settlement in America, a number of timely historical
works have come off the press, and the Tercentenary will
have a more meaningful experience if we were to become
better acquainted with the books of scholars, historians and
novelists who depict Jewish life in America.

Allof us who identify ourselves with the Jewish commu-
nity have a stake in a sound Jewish life. We can preserve and
nurture that life by going to books on American Jewish his-
tory that cast light on the truly exciting story of Jewish life
in his country. In the Tercentenary we have indeed been given
a Heaven-sent opportunity to learn about the store-house of
Jewish creativity.

The fourth century of Jewish life will show an improve-
ment over the first three, provided the American Jew shows
that he is conscious of being a scion of the "People of the
Book."

The Southern Jewish Weekly, the living printed word in
die territory served by our newspaper, stands ready to record
and interpret the week-by-week history of our people. A
learned Jewish person keeps abreast of the times by reading
the Jewish press, and derives much satisfaction from the
gems of wisdom imparted to him through the printed word.

Juvenile Delinquency
Those who heard Judge Marion Gooding at the Jewish

Center Men's Club deliver a talk recently in which he stated
that he had only one Jewish delinquent in more than 500
cases were gratified when the Judge explained that this splen-
did record was indicative of the great amount of home care
and training by Jewish parents. This was reassuring news to
oar local people in the face of the rising delinquency pattern
throughout the land.

We wish the good Judge’s remarks were true for Jewry
throughout the nation, but a study of facts and figures in New
York City are a bit disturbing, for although Jews constitute
about 30 percent of the city’s population, and contribute less
than 5 per cent to the total teen-age troublemakers with the
law, still the record shows that since 1950 Jewish delinquents
have been appearing with greater frequency before the ju-
venile courts. The one Jewish delinquent appearing before
Judge Gooding was a young New Yorker who had run away
from home.
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GINZACH LA ZIONUT

HADATIT
Religious-Zionist Archives

P. O. B. 642
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Editor:
I am writing to you on behalf

of the Ginzach La Zionut Hadatit
—Religious-Zionist Archives in
Jerusalem. These archives were
established for the purpose of
preserving records and documents
significant to Jewish-Religious
and Zionist activities, The Gin-
zach already serves as a research-
center and source of material for
writers and historians; its impor-
tance will continue to grow.

One of the fundamental tasks of
our archives is to accumulate ma-
terial concerning the history and
activities of Jewish communities
all over the world.

We are confident that Jewish
communities everywhere/ will
welcome the initiative taken by
our archives in Jerusalem and
will extend their assistance and
cooperation by sending to us all
kinds of material, printed and
handwritten, books, pamphlets
etc. We are particularly interested
in photos covering communal and
synagogue activities.

Our request at this moment is,
to print this letter in your folds
and to send to us regularly your
worthy publication.

Thanking you in advance, we
remain,

Sincerely yours,
M. Sh. Geshuri,
Director

TV Play Slated
For Sunday

“Trapdoor,” a television play
written by Morton Wishengrad,
will be presented on Sunday, No-
vember 21, 1954, (1:30-2:00 P. M.
EST, NBC-TV Network), it has
been announced by the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America
under whose auspices the pro-
gram is conducted. This will be
the third of four telecasts devoted
to the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary Celebration, commemorat-
ing the 300th Anniversary of the
settlement of Jews in America
and presented as part of the re-
ligious series “Frontiers of Faith,”
a public service of the National
Broadcasting Company.

“Trapdoor,” is a challenging
interpretation of the story behind
the secret tunnel under the Touro
Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Is-
land. It tells how fear of persecu-
tion crippled a man’s life and pro-

vided tragic contrast with the
new freedom being won in a new
country.
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QUESTION: What is the origin of the word "temple"?
ANSWER: The word temple is of Greek origin coming from

the Greek word “temno” which means “to cut.” The ancient Roman
soothsayer would stretch out his hands and symbolically cut out a
portion of the sky, marking it as holy. This he called in Latin a
“templum” and he would gaze at it for omens and divine signs with
which to predict the future. In this same way he would often mark
off a piece of ground. This piece was also called “templum.” Hence
a building which was later constructed there would be so called.
From this we get our English word temple. It is obvious, of course,

that this word has no evident Hebrew origin and this is why so
many traditional Jews refuse to call their houses of worship by the
name “temple.”

**** *

QUESTION: When did the practice of capital punishment cease
under Jewish rule?

ANSWER: Many Talmudic authorities contend that the right to
decide cases involving capital punishment was taken away from the
Jewish courts by the Roman government 40 years before the Romans
destroyed the second Temple. Some claim it was taken away when
the second Temple was destroyed. It is interesting to note that the
present state of Israel has no provision for capital punishment except
for cases involving certain kinds of treason.

**** *

QUESTION: What is the official Jewish altitude towards the
practice of medicine?

ANSWER: The Rabbis long ago stated in the Rabbinic literature
that the Torah has given permission to physicians to heal. The
Responsa literature contains a number of questions and answers re-
lating to doctors. Among them are questions such as whether a doc-
tor may ride in a carriage or ferryboat to administer to a patient.

Some authorities decided these questions in the affirmative. The
Talmud literature has many references to medical science. Some of

the best known of the Rabbis in the Talmudic and post-Talmudic era

were known to have practiced some type of medicine such as the
Amora Samuel and the codifier Maimonodies. In some instances the
motives of doctors were questioned, much as the motives of many

scientific statements could have been questioned. In many cases the
authority of medical men is still accepted today as a basis foe a
Rabbinic ruling on certain Halachic questions. Extreme agnosticism

on the part of physicians was of course frowned upon.
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