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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

FIRST JEWISH PRESIDENT
OF U.S.A.

Several weeks ago I promised
lo answer the question: In what
year will the first Jew be elected
President of the United Stales?
It had been propounded in the
magazine "American Judaism" by
iis editor. Rabbi Samuel M. Sil-
ver. "American Judaism" is pub-
lished by the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations (Reform).

The question was one of 20
Rabbi Silver had sent to 400 Jews,
including many rabbis. His ques-
tions had to do with Jewish life
as it will be lived in America the
next 300 years. (The first 300’ are
just over.)

Well. yes. I am answering that
question: The first Jewish Presi-
dent of the U. S. was a man
earned Malcolm Cohen. (For liter-
ary convenience I am writing of
the matter in past tense.) Though
his first name was Malcolm there
was really nothing Scotch in his
national origin. The first of his
American ancestors had come
here out of Lithuania—a Litvak.
as they say.

This ancestor had the name
Moses Cohen, but long later the
Cohens began giving their first-
born boy the name of Malcolm in
deference to American nomencla-
ture. Names like Moses had be-
come out of date in the Americas.
So in this Cohen family the name
Malcolm had been handed down
from generation to generation
until it came to this Malcolm
Cohen who was elected President
•f the U.S.A.

Before Malcolm Cohen was
nominated for the presidency the
party leaders felt troubled: Could
a Jew be elected? There were still
vestiges of old religious and racial
prejudices hanging on. To nomi-
nate Malcolm Cohen for the presi-
dency might be a challenge to
prejudicial tradition out of an-
cient times.

It was recalled then that in the
year 1928 A1 Smith, an able man,

was defeated for the presidency
by masses of people who didn’t
like Catholicism. Would the simi-
lar prejudice operate against the
candidacy of Malcolm Cohen?

The more enlightened party

leaders argued that, after all the
years since A1 Smith's time, pub-
lic opinion had come generally to

accept the Constitutional principle
(in the Bill of Rights) that in
America there could be no dis-
crimination against any man by

reason of his religion. Anyway,

they said, it was really worth try-

ing to determine whether the pre-
judice that had helped to defeat
A1 Smith way back there still pre-
vailed in America.

Besides all, Malcolm Cohen was
an excellent, able citizen —a grad-

uate out of Harvard cum laude,

an exemplary American in the
civic endeavors of his own com-
munity; he had cared much about
the troubled problems of all kinds
of people.

In the Jewish Sabbath school
which he had attended he had
bepn taught that no man was an
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JEWISH MUSEUM IN NEW YORK
OPENS TERCENTENARY EXHIBIT

Dr. Stephen S. Kayser, Curator of the Jewish Museum, Fifth
Avenue at 92nd St., New York, established and conducted under the
auspices of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, opens the

exhibit of historical pictures and documents presented at the museum
in conjunction with the observance of the Jewish Tercentenary, and
pauses in front of the UNITED HIAS SERVICE presentation to ex-
plain to two young observers the recent historical significance of the
merger of two great Jewish migration agencies (HIAS and USNA)

and the migration services of a third (JDC), into one unified global
organization. The exhibition at the museum, which is to run through

the first week of April, 1955, was joined in by a group of Jewish
agencies and organizations who contributed material illustrating the
history, progress and activities of Jews in America.
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SYRIAN PREMIER URGES
USE OF AMERICAN ARMS

FOR WAR ON ISRAEL
*

LONDON, (JTA) The Arab states should take American arms

and use them against Israel, Syrian Premier Farris el Khoury advo-

cvated in an interview with the Cairo weekly "El Musawwar," which

has just arrived here.

The Syrian Premier said that

the Arab states should not “hesi-
tate” to accept the American offer
of arms, since the only condition
on acceptance is that they will not
be used for “aggression.” “Let us
take these weapons and use them
in self-defense against the Jews,”
el Khoury insisted. “Israel gives
us an opportunity for self-defense
and an occasion for war each
day,” he added, asserting that Is-
rael has attacked Syrian villages,
rustled Arab cattle and diverted
the Jordan River.

"Let us lake American arms
and attack Israel while we can,"

he continued. "I guarantee to
justify our position before the
United Nations and- the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, loo" the
Syrian Premier told the corre-
spondent for "El Musawwar."
"The important thing." he lec-
tured, "is to possess the means of
attack."

As for his opinion on how to
“settle the Palestine problem,” el
Khoury declared: “The Palestine

ACLU MAKES MOWN ITS VIEWS
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1954, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

—WASHINGTON
I Many liberals have hailed the

objectives of the probe of right-

wing extremism by the House
Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities, but some have questioned
the tactics used by the committee
against subversives of the right.

The American Civil Liberties
Union, which includes prominent
attorneys and leaders of all faiths,

made known its view that extrem-
ists of the right as well as left should be given their
day in court. According to the ACLU, Communists

or Nazis are entitled to the same right to a fair
hearing before official judgment is passed. The

ACLU holds this view despite the fact that neither
Communists nor Fascists would ever dream of
extending any such right to others.

Essentially, the ACLU criticized the House

Committee for its failure to grant a hearing to

the “National Renaissance Party” and “Common

Sense.” In a report released to the press, the com-

mittee characterized these two organizations as

components of “subversion from the extreme

right.”
The ACLU, which describes itself as a private,

non-partisan organization dedicated to the promo-

tion of the Bill of Rights, also deplored investiga-

tion of “any area of public opinion, no matter how

repugnant are the views expressed by these

groups.”
But the ACLU was in a minority. Two leading

Jewish groups praised the Committee report. Presi-
dent Irving M. Engel of the American Jewish

Committee said the investigation was an “instruc-

tive warning of the dangers presented by the

groups of the .extreme right.” He said the AJC

“fully approves” the Committee’s findings that

such groups are “unscrupulously exploiting the

menace of Communism to promote other activities

equally subversive.”

Henry E. Schultz, national chairman of the
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, said the
House Committee should be congratulated, but
urged an inquiry into “the more widespread and
dangerous hate mongering activities of the Gerald
L. K. Smiths, the Joseph P. Kamps, the reborn
Ku Klux Klan movements ...”

“The financial resources of the men (Smith and
Kamp) and their organizations are far greater than
those whom the Committee has already begun to
investigate,” Schultz said.

Herman Edelsberg, Washington representative
of the ADL, gave his version of the inside story of
the Committee in a recent issue of the “ADLBul-
letin.” He said “the 83rd Congress has been de-
scribed as one in which legislation was frequently
subordinated to investigations. But when, in
March, 1953, chairman Harold Velde announced
that the House Committee on Un-American Activi-
ties might investigate Communist penetration of

the clergy, the widespread public criticism made
him quit the idea. However, the Committee made
public the testimony given in executive session by
Benjamin Gitlow, one-time secretary of the Com-
munist Party, charging a group of clergymen, in-
cluding the Reverend John Haynes Holmes and the
late Rabbis Stephen S. Wise and Judah L. Magnes,

had carried out the instructions of the Communist
party or had collaborated with it.”

Edelsberg recalled that the “ADL and several
other groups promptly pointed out that Gitlow
furnished no evidence in support of his assertions
and that there was nothing in the record to indi-
cate that he was testifying from his own personal
knowledge or whether his testimony was simply
hearsay. The Committee’s action in releasing Git-
low’s unverified testimony was condemned as a
‘reckless attack’ on the reputation of three great
religious leaders. Although Velde has never an-
swered these complaints directly, he arranged a
meeting last January with leaders of the three
faiths and asked the group to advise his committee
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problem will not be solved unless
Israel returns to the border which
is both just and legal. But Israel
will not. This means that Israel
ought to be made to carry out

United Nations decisions, either
by the United Nations and that’s
impossible because Israel was
created by the United Nations; or
it should be compelled to do so by
force, and that’s up to the Arab
armies.”

Rabbi Ohrenstein's Prison
Sentence Confirmed;

Fine Lifted

MUNICH, (JTA) Suspended
Chief Rabbi of Bavaria Dr. Aron
Ohrenstein was again sentenced to
a one-year prison term at the con-

clusion of his second trial here on
charges of fraud in connection
with certification of claims of vic-
tims of Nazism. It is expected that
Dr. Ohrenstein, who was granted
a second trial after he appealed

his first conviction, will file a new
appeal.

On his original appeal, the Ger-
man Supreme Court at Karlsruhe .
upheld his first conviction, in
1952, but ordered a new trial be-
cause it did not agree with the
sentence meted out to him. That
sentence was one year in prison
and a fine. The court changed the
earlier sentence only to the extent

of omitting the fine.
The court also refused to in-

clude Dr. Ohrenstein in the gen-
eral amnesty in effect in Germany

since early this year, asserting
that the refusal was based on his

“abuse of the rabbinical office.”
A number of other charges still
hang over Dr. Ohrenstein.

Dr. Ohrenstein, a 45-year-old
native of Poland, lived in Berlin
before and during the early years

of the Nazi regime. He Has long

been active in Jewish affairs. He
has strenuously and thus far suc-
cessfully, fought off efforts by

some communal quarters to sepa-
rate him from his rabbinical post.

Jewish State Theatre
In Rumania Celebrates

Fifth Anniversary

PARIS, (JTA) The Jewish
State Theatre at Jassy, Rumania,
has just celebrated its fifth anni-
versary by presenting its I,oooth
performance, the Rumanian Lega-
tion here announced. That an-
nouncement declared that during
the five years the troupe present-
ed 26 different Yiddish plays, five
of which were from the classical
Yiddish repertoire.


