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A NEW HISTORY FOR JEWS

wl.'.i ' m BBSM

Wo were very happy to learn of
the undertaking by Dr. Salo Baron
of writing a new history of Jews in
the United States. Judging from the
advance publicity the proposed ten-
volume work will include a compre-
hensive study of Jewish life in the
United States, and an analysis of the
forces evoked by the Jews and the
ensuing effect upon U. S. history,
and vice-versa.

We have long felt that the Jewish
tercentenary observation with all
the good public relations and educa-
tional work it has done has somehow
missed the mark. Many of the books

which have been published on this occasion have reminded us
of the now famous remark: “Oh, I just found out Charlie
Chaplin was a Jew, and to think for years I have not been
praising him enough!” Or the works and articles have set
down records appropo of nothing only that the leading char-
acter is Jewish. Oftimes the drama of the particular individual
and his absorption into the local scene, or the impact of his
Judaism on the society in which he finds himself is completely
ignored.

We also find that the social idea for which the Jews have
been responsible have as yet not found its way in full context
to the market, although, it seems to us, that the men who were
responsible for introducing Hebraic social concepts into Amer-
ican democracy should have been the first to be remembered.

This is the subject matter we feel Dr. Baron will introduce
into the volumes he is supervising. This and the impact of the
Eastern European and Russian Jew upon the personality of
Mr. and Mrs. America, which the turn of the century immi-
grants were able to influence through their prominence in
the entertainment and literary world.

Dr. Baron is now busy uncovering facts on this phase of
American life.

On the entire venture —good hunting, Dr. Baron.

Mr. Smith Should Not Go To Washington
The case of Wolf Ladej insky is closed. This Russian-born

Jewish-American agricultural expert who had served his
adopted country will as its Agricultural Attache in the Ameri-
can Embassy in Japan but who had nevertheless been after-
wards refused security clearance for a new post with the
Agriculture Department, will now be given a new post with
the Foreign Operations Administration in Viet Nam, where
he will do a land reform job for the FOA similar to the job

he did so excellently in Japan. Mr. Ladej insky personally has
been vindicated by the highest authorities in Washington who
have overruled the Agriculture Department's verdict that he
is a "security risk."

But this does not close the matter of Milan D. Smith,
Executive Assistant to Secretary of Agriculture Benson, ver-
sus Russian-born Jews in the United States. In trying to vin-
dicate the Agriculture Department’s position that Mr. Lade-
jinsky was a “security risk,” Mr. Smith had seen fit to make
public a letter he had received from a certain George M. Vitt,
which said among other things:

"Russian Jews, who came here running from the Czarist
regime, may have had reason to be revolutionaries, with Jew-
ish persecution then going on in Russia. However, Jews who
turned into Reds or fellow-travellers after 1919, were the
worst kind of traitors, not only to their new mother country

U. S. A. but to their own people, because Stalin's persecution

of Jews in Russia really was a persecution which the previous
Imperial-government never matched even to a small extent.

This dastardly anti-Semitic attack upon the loyalty of all

Russian Jews who came to this country after the Bolshevik
Revolution was used by Mr. Smith as justification for the re-

fusal by the Agriculture Department to hire Mr. Ladej insky.

Secretary Benson himself, to be sure, repudiated this letter,

while Mr. Smith himself sought to deny that he had endorsed

the anti-Semitic Vittletter which he had released to the press.

Nevertheless, we believe that Mr. Smith’s lack of judgment
* In this grave matter renders him unfit to hold public office

and that he should resign.

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

Our 31st Anniversary

On January 28th we are pub-
lishing a 48-page edition com-
memorating our 31st year of
service to our readers through-
out the Southeast, shall
again publish messages from
organizations and individuals
commenting on the various
phases of our work.

Please address all communi-
cations to us, c/o P. O. Box
5588, Jacksonville 7, Florida.

BY RABBI SAMUEL J. FOX
(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Is there such a cus-
tom among Jews as "selling" chil-
dren?

ANSWER: It is mentioned in
such sources as the “Sefer Chasi-
dim” (Book of the Pious) that the
father of a child who is danger-
ously ill would “sell" that child
to another man who would in turn
say to the father of the child: “Lo,
here is money for you, here is
bread and meat for you, and I
redeem your son who shall now
become my son.” This custom was
also practiced by parents in fami-
lies where the other children had
died and an effort was made to
save the remaining child. Some-
times, the child was sold to the
“Chevra Kadisha’’ who were en-
trusted with the care of the de-
ceased in a desperate attempt to
insure his life. The Rabbis are
careful to explain that the “sale”
does not involve the selling of the
body of the child.

*«* * »

QUESTION: What is the reason
and origin of this custom?

ANSWER: Some commentaries
like to trace it back to the story of
Ruth. The Bible writes that a son
was born to Ruth and yet this son

is called the son of Naomi. The
commentaries like to claim that it
was because the other children of
Boaz, the father of the child, had
died and an effort was made to
save the child from a similar fate.

The Rabbinic literature claims
that in cases where other children
had passed away it could be that
their demise was a punishment of
the parents, and “selling” the re-
maining child to another parent
might be the only means to save
his life. There is an old statement
in the Talmud that he who raises

a child is entitled to the name of
parent over the child. Thus, hav-
ing some other party interested in
the child might involve the merits
of the additional party in saving

that child from doom. This cus-
tom is still known to be practiced.

In general, it is a plea on the part
of the parents asking the Lord not
to punish the child for their sins.

•** * *

QUESTION: Whal does the
term "Berochoh" mean?

ANSWER: The term “Berochoh”
means a “blessing.” The deriva-
tion of this term is not too clear.
Some trace it to a Hebrew root
meaning to “kneel” and suggest

that for certain blessings we
“bend the knee,” or that a bless-
ing makes us feel humble and in-
clines us to bend the knee in
thanks. Some trace it to a Hebrew
root meaning to “select.” This
may allude to the idea that in
blessing the Lord we single him
out, or that in receiving his bless-
ing we are singled out.
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PLAIN TALK
(Continued from Page 1)

the schul’s constitution.
The congregation's rabbi, Fishel

Goldfeder, lined up with the hus-
bands who could see no religious
fault in gentlemsn letting their
wives sit in the same pews with
them. Old-timers deplored the
rabbi as one who was rising up
against Orthodoxy, and they ask-
ed, what kind of an Orthodox
rabbi is that? They preferred the
kind of rabbi who knew exactly
where women belong in schul and
who would never depart from the
old, ideal situation.

One Sabbath there was almost
a riotous uprising in the syna-
gogue when some of the younger
couples took the matter into their
own hands. On that Sabbath these
couples sat together byway of
making public demonstration of
the equality of women even in
schul.

At this, the very Orthodox
member who was leading in the
prayers stopped short in his
speech to God until the offending
husbands and wives had separated
and the women had gone back to
where a wife belongs in schul.

On account of that incident, the
whole matter finally was submit-
ted to an arbitration board of
which the non-Jewish probate
judge of our county was chair-
man. The arbitrators, basing their
judgment purely on legal grounds,

came to a decision by reason of
which from here on women will
be allowed to sit with their men
in the synagogue.

So that's the way it has gone in
recent weeks in the Louis Fein-
berg Synagogue. The pews are all
mixed now . . . men and women
sitting together . . . except here
and there where some few gentle-

men insist on silting apart from
their wives, as they learned from
their fathers', fathers' fathers to
do.

A few of the die-hards have
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gone over to other synagogues
where woman is kept in her tradi-
tional place behind the curtain. I
should add that in the present,
handsome Louis Feinberg Syna-
gogue it was an easier step to
bring women into equality than it
would have been had they still
been hidden, as in the earlier
synagogue. In the newer Feinberg
schul they are separated from
their men only the width of a

four-foot aisle. The revolution
enabled them to step safely over
the aisle.

I have been interviewing male
and female members of the syna-
gogue. A gentleman said: "A man
has his‘wife at his elbow all the
time at home; I guess I can take
It in schul, too."

A Lady: “Sometimes’ when I’m
mad at him, I’m not sure whether
I want to sit with my husband,
anyway.”

A Gentleman: "I don't like it.
Did I respect my mother any less
because she was put behind the
curtain in the old schul. She was
still my venerated mama."

A Lady: “As I said to my hus-
band in schul on last Sabbath,
now we are together again. And
what do you think he said? He
said, ‘Nu?’”

As for myself, I guess silting
with one's wife in a synagogue is
of no more annoyance to God than
sitting with her in the theater or
the dinner table or watching TV.
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