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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

BIGGER THAN WORDS
This was written in Brother*

hood Week (late in February) dur-
ing which I have been listening to
a lot of speeches on brotherhood;

and. to tell the truth, I mysalf
have given out plenty of words on
that subject in my column in the
daily newspaper with which I am
associated. (Yes, words, words,
words.)

Indeed, such is the value that is
put on words that I have received
an award from the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews for
all the words I had written for
brotherhood in the past year. At
first, at the formal presentation, I
felt quite swelled up; later I was
reduced to a bit of humility. Yes,
I thought, this award is just for
words on brotherhood. Words,
words, words!

Isn't it true that brotherhood
has bean mostly of words? But
maybe some day a word or two of
mine may catch up with a convert
to brotherhood. So I guess I shall
keep on writing for brotherhood.

In the meantime all the hate
peddlers will be staying diligently
on their errands and the whisper-
ers will be spewing their poison
on groups, races, religions they
don’t like; and the nations will be
making bigger and better H
bombs against each other. But
once a year Brotherhood Weak
will be observed with more and
more speeches, and in his columns
this Segal will hopefully keep up

his wordy propaganda toward the
idea of bringing the brothers to-
gether at last, maybe.

Maybe when I finally get to

those Gates, they may ask me,

"Well, Segal, what makes you
think you're entitled to a place in
heaven?"

Os course, I shall try to put a

good face on myself . . . “Well, I
wrote a lot of words for the idea
of brotherhood in my time, and
indeed, once I was given an award
for it.”

But. they tell me; "Wordsl
Wordsl You can't get in here just
by words."

I come • to these melancholy
meditations an account of some
information that suggests the
actual practice of brotherhood-
may really be possible, and, in-
deed, is in effect in a part of the
world. '

The information comes in a let-
ter from Dr. Leonard S. Smith of
Denver. He is public relations di-
rector for the National Jewish
Hospital at Denver. He was telling

me all about that hospital, of its
brotherly life, its deeds and needs.

Mr. Smith was saying: “Truly,
Al, this hospital is brotherhood in
action. Its patients are as non-
sectarian as tuberculosis germs.
They come from all parts of the
country, live together,

„
get well

together and, I hope, learn some-
thing about the great Jewish tra-
dition of helping mankind.

"The hospital's support comes
almost exclusively from the
American Jewish community and
I think it is no exaggeration to

say that it is the outstanding con-
(Continued on Pago 11)
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY TO CONSTRUCT
NEW DORMITORY AT MAIN CENTER

Construction of a new 300-bed, seven-story dormitory for u
f
n<Jergraduates

will be started this spring with the aid of a Federal loan of $1,225,000 at

Yeshiva University** Main Academic Center, Amsterdam Avenue and loOU)

Street, New York City. , . , ..

The residence hall, which will occupy a square blo- k river-front site,

will contain lounges, a study hall, dining room and other social and recrea.

The University’s present two dormitories house 450 out-of-town residents
from 24 states and 17 foreign countries.

. . ...

Yeshiva University, the first American university under Jewish auspices,

contains 12 schools and divisions and four auxiliary community 8e^ v,c **

publishes four noted sch’-’y journals. It is now completing the Albert

Einstein College of Me ’ the first Je*.Ji sponsored medical school in

this country, L the first ~..t of a $25,000,000 Medical-Teaching Center.

$3.00 A YEAR

Abba Eban To Speak AlSoutheastern
Zionist Confab In Miami Beach

Abba Eban

Abba Eban, Israel's ambassador to the United
Nations for the past five years, will be the principal
speaker at the Southeastern Regional meeting of
the Zionist Organization of America, to be held at
the Hotel Fontainebleau in Miami Beach on Satur-
day evening. April 2nd.

Eban’s connection with political work in Israel
began 14 years ago whan he went to Jerusalem as
Liaison Officer of Allied Headquarters with the
Jewish population.

Later, he became Chief Instructor at the Middle
East Arab Center in Jerusalem. While continuing

lo raside in Jerusalem after the
end of the Second World War.
Eban entered the service of the
Jewish Agency in 1946.

He was appointed in June 1947
as Liaison Officer with the Uni-
ted Nations Special Commission
on Palestine. On May 18, he was
appointed by the Provisional Gov-
ernment of Israel as its repre-
sentative in the United Nations.

In the Spring of 1949, Eban ap-
peared before the Political Com-
mittee of tha General Assembly to
plead the case for Israel's admis-
sion to the United Nations. On
Israel's admission on May 11. 1949,

he became the Permanent Repre-

sentative of Israel to tha United
Nations with Ministerial rank.

In the Spring of 1950, Eban rep-
resented Israel at the meetings of
the Trusteeship Council in Geneva
and Lake Success. On the appoint-
ment of Ambassador Elath to be
Israel’s envoy to London, Eban
was appointed to succeed him at
Wasl *ngton.

It has been his task as a servant
of the Government of Israel to se-
cure United States cooperation
with Israel in Near Eastern mat-
ters before the United Nations as
well, as in the complex issue of
German compensation.

Ambassador Eban’s appearance
marks the occasion of this dinner
as a testimonial to the widely
known and much loved Rabbi Ir-
ving Lehrman of Temple Eman-
uel of Miami Beach, who recently
returned with his wife from his
second trip to Israel.

General Chairman for the din-
ner is Leo R. Burson, President of
the Southeast Region of the Zion-
ist Organization o f America.
Greater Miami Chairman is Dr.
Morris R. Goodman. Admission to
the dinner is SIOO.OO per plate. All
proceeds going to the American
Zionist Fund of the Zionist Organ-
ization of America.

CBS - TV Passover
Program Set for

April 3rd
The Columbia Broadcasting

System has scheduled its full TV
network on Sunday, April 3rd,
2-2:30 p. m., EST, for the dra-
matization of Passover observance
in New Amsterdam in April 1655.
Sponsored by the American Jew-
ish Committee, the program will
commemorate the Tercentenary
Celebration of Jewish Settlement
in America which is being mark-
ed this year.

Milton Krents, TV-Radio Con-
sultant to the AJC, will produce
the show from a script by Irving

Tunick.

PREMIER OF TUNISIA
STRESSES AMITY BETWEEN

.

MOSLEMS AND JEWS

TUNIS, (JTA) Tahar Am-
mar, Premier of Tunisia, declared
last week that Moslems and Jews
have the same rights and privi-
leges in Tunisia.

Speaking during a visit to
Gabes, in southern Tunisia, the
Premier declared: “We do not
have either Moslems or Jews, only
Tunisians having the same rights
and privileges. Between these twe
sections amity and confidence will
always reign.”

ANITA LIBMAN LEBESON

(Editor's Note: Mrs. Lebeson. American Jewish
historian, recently visited several cities in the
South.)

January 28, 1955, was a special day in Colum-
bus, Georgia. It was a day of remembering. For the
Jews of Columhus were recalling a moment in his-
tory one hundred jlears ago when a little band of
Jews, many of them recent immigrants, met to
form tha congregation now known as Temple Is-
rael. For days the papers had carried pictures and
news items dealing with the approaching celebra-
tion. For days many Jewish women had been
baking cakes and cookies for the reception which
would follow services at the Harmony Club. A
communal holiday was in the making.

For days I had wandered about the city. I had
been separated from this community both in space

and in time. I had never been in that part of the
country before. The earliest annals of Georgia were
better known to me than its current people, than its
present-day cultural landscape. The superficial

facts were readily available. The latest American
Jewish Year Book estimated the Jews of Columbus
as numbering 600. The Jewish Tourist's Guide to
the U. S. gave the addresses of the two congrega-
tions, called attention to its Esqualine Hill Ceme-
tery located near Fort Benning and established in
1849 as a private burial ground of the Moses family

with whose early history I was quite familiar. I
belonged more to the known past than to the un-
known present.

The history of Georgia from its earliest days is
continuously interwoven with its Jewish pioneers.

It begins as a dream with utopian overtones. A
Scotch entrepreneur had dreamed of establishing

a Jewish province in the land of the Cherokees to

accommodate some 300,000 Jewish families. This
grandiose scheme was to lead to salvation as well
as empire, for the Jews and native Indians were to

be converted to Christianity—and every one was to

live happily ever after!
But the utopian dreams of the London Sep-

hardim were more practical. Like James Ogle-
thorpe apd his friends they wanted to find a home
for the poor Jews who were ever with them. If

Centennial in Columbus, Georgia
Christians could dream of a haven for debtors and
poverty-stricken, why not Jews? On the ninth day

of Nisan in 1732, “the Mahamad and Adjuntos” of
Bevis Matks Synagogue of London met and ap-
pointed a committee to look into the matter. “The
three Jewish commissioners succeeded in raising a
relatively considerable amount, but instead of
handing it over to the trustees they spent it in
sending about forty poor Ashkenazi families, whom
they themselves selected, to the settlement of Sa-
vannah which was being prepared for the new-
comers. These Jewish immigrants arrived almost
simultaneously with some thirty-five families of
authorized non-Jewish immigrants whom the trus-
tees had sent.” The Jewish immigrants arrived in
July of 1733.

The early Jewish settlers of Georgia were
divided into two distinct camps. There were Portu-
guese Jewish refugees and Ashkenazim. The former
were the “elite” and the social distance between
them and their poorer coreligionists was consider-
able. By December of 1733, it is estimated that
some fourteen percent of the settlers in Savannah
were Jews. Their skills were vital to the develop-

ment of the new colony. The medical services of
Dr. Nunez were invaluable. Oglethorpe praised him
in a report which he sent to England. The trustees
of the colony replied that Oglethorpe was to pay

Dr. Nunez for his services but under no circum-
stances was he or any other Jew to be given land
in the new colony. This item of instruction was
happily ignored by Oglethorpe. Land was issued
to Jewish colonists. Their knowledge of wine-pro-

ducing was considered invaluable. They were ex-
pert in silk-raising. Some of their terms were
known as showplaces and were exhibited to visitors
with great pride. There are many honored names.
The Sheftall and Minis families led all the rest. The
first male child of European stock born in the
colony of Georgia was Philip Minis, son of Abra-
ham.

Jews of Georgia fought in all its wars. In the
Revolutionary War, in the Indian uprisings, in the
War of 1812 and in the Civil War there were Jew-
ish officers and men. Their record has been told
again and again. It is a fascinating story.

(Continued on Page 4)


