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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

THE PERFECT FUNERAL
SERMON

Excuse me, please, for bringing
the mailer up, bul I've jusl been
reading a certain funeral sermon
and ihal's what started me on this.
In. the course of my rather long
life I've had to listen to a lot of
funeral sermons by rabbis and by
Christian ministers.

Hearing these has brought me
around to recommend the Episco-
palian way of burying the dead,
without praises. The Episcopal
dead man is sent on his way only
with prayers to God in his behalf.

At times,* listening to a funeral
oration, I scarcely recognize the
guy for whom it is intended. I
knew him belter than the rabbi
or the Christian pastor could.
The preacher—Jew or Christian—-
cause him to look like a faultless
fellow; though, in fact, the offici-.
ating clergyman scarcely knew
him.

Sure enough, this dead man had
his merits which I respected, but
he had his sins, as well; the
preacher, like his undertaker, was
trying to make him look batter
dead even than he did when he
was living.

I recall one funeral in particu-
lar. The rabbi who never even
heard of the man he was burying
had cpme to me: 'Tell me, Segal,
what you know of him. What can
I say about him?"

I replied, Why not try saying
nothing for once.

The rabbi protested, "But the
man's family expects me to say
something beyond the usual pray-
ers."

So I said, Well rabbi, there was
good as well as bad in this man’s
life. But if you paint him all good,
as preachers charitably like to,
some of the people at the funeral
will start thinking of all the bad
they knew about him . . . “Yeah,”
they will be thinking, “you’d
think he was a great, good man,
the way the rabbi talks. Did he
ever give a nickel for charity?
And that sort of secret thinking
isn’t of any good to the dead
man’s memory and he lying there
helpless. Rabbi, better say noth-
ing.”

So the rabbi was content to de-
rive his funerary eloquence out of
Scripture—the Biblical verses that
tell what life's all about and the
Kaddish.

Well, all that brings me back to
the funeral sermon that prompted

these meditations; I’ve the sermon
of Rabbi Julius Mark of New

York’s Emanu-El at the recent

funeral of the late and unlament-
ed Serge Rubinstein; I found it in
the New York Times. • /

I have been meeting a lot of
Jews who feel distressed on ac-
count of Rubinstein getting all
that prominence because of the

mystery qf his death and the no-

good way of his life. They

worried about the foul thinking

of those people who like to pin

the sins of a worthless Jew on all
of us.

What I liked in Rabbi Mark’s
sermon is that he gave the whole
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ADL Watches Arab Anti-Semitism
The Anti-Defamation League of

B’nai B’rith this week charged

that the new Arab Information
Center in New York, operating
with semi-diplomatic status, has

been consulting with “professional
anti-Semites” to develop an Arab
propaganda campaign in the Uni-
ted States.

The center, financed by the
Arab Lteague, was opened in re-

cent weeks as an informational
and cultural exchange. But, ADL
declared, in its program to win
sympathy for the Arab League

states and discredit Israel, the

center has, through Arab League
intermediaries, conferred with
anti-Semitic leaders about meth-

ods of arousing public feeling
against Jews in this country.

The ADL charges were made in

a published report prepared by

Arnold Forster, its chief counsel
and civil rights director.

The new Arab Information Cen-

ter is located at 445 Park Avenue.
This is also the address of the
United Nations delegations of the
League of Arab States and the
Kingdom of Yemen. «

Chief of the center is Kamel
Abdul Rahim, one-time Egyptian
ambassador to the United States.
Rahim arrived here in November
as UN representative from Yemen,
with rank of ambassador. This
grants him diplomatic immunity.

The information center, however,
is to be registered with the U. S.
Justice Department as “a foreign
agent.”

Mr. Forster said this week that

the Anti-Defamation League’s as-
sessment of the Arab center as
“the mass coordinating point for

nationwide dissemination of pro-
Arab, anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic
propaganda” is documented by

statements and reports attributed
; to Rahim and other Arab League

I officials. '
•
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T 7 By Ethel "Teddy" Moscovitz

for this statement.
Please advise also whether you

plan to publish this letter.
Sincerely yours,
Gerald Blank
Publicity Director

Dear Mr. Blank,
Although this statement was

prompted by outside reading, I do
not at this time choose to quote
my source ... I make this choice
simply because I deem it unneces-
sary .

. .

It seems to me that the activi-
ties of the American Council for
Judaism, Inc., speaks for itself . . .•

Certainly Arab propagandists in

this country have no better back-
ers in this country than the or-
ganization which you represent . .

In explaining my stand may I
say first:

Your “

#Council” has every right

to which free people are entitled
to disagree with the American
Zionists, Jewish and. non-Jewish
... It is also my opinion that you
have the moral right to organize
yourselves as you have done in

your own type of religious organi-

zation. While there is argument
in many quarters that what you

are preaching is not Judaism, and
there is great resentment that that

name is Used to designate your
religious order, my own opinion is
that as much as many Jews would
like to disown the American
Council of Judaism, Inc. we can-

not dismember a part of the body

no matter 7 how obnoxious that

The American Council for Judaism
201 E. 57th Street

New York 22. New York
February 28, 1955

Mrs. Ethel “Teddy Moscovitz
Southern Jewish Weekly
Jacksonville, Fla.

In your column of February 18, 1955,
you declare:

“

.
. . Arab propagandists in this coun-

try are backed, not only by such ingrown

individuals as are part of the American

Council for Judaism, Inc ”

Please advise what your authority is

organ might be to us .

.
.

If your group disagrees with the

Zionist platform that also is your
prerogative .

.
. However, my ob-

jection is based on. the fact that
the American Council for Juda-
ism, Inc. has ignored every good
thing which has come out of Is-
rael, and has attempted to injure

those elements in this country
which are trying to help Israel . .

.

Disagree if you must . . . but why

injure and try to kill . . .
?

If the “Council” sees so‘much
goodness in the feudalism of the
Arab states that is the “Council’s”
business, but in its efforts to ap-
praise *our government of the
benefits which our state can ob-

tain by supporting the kings and
the princes who have in the past
shown no sympathy with our own

international* position it should
also not ignore the wonderful
process which is now taking part
in Israel ....

I feel in writing to you, a'nd
your organization, that you have

not the slightest idea of the think-
ing that goes into this kind of
argument .' . . Your platform
speaks of the “universal tradition”
of Judaism, yet you have chosen
in all iitttances to disassociate
your selves from this tradition-. .

.

In my previous mention of the
“Council” I - stated that your

membership was “ingrown” .
. .

Perhaps the word I should have

used was “warped” ... to the
(Continued on Pagp 4)
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DR. JOSEPH SCHWARTZ NAMED
HEAD OF NEW ISRAEL
BOND ORGANIZATION

. NEW YORK. (JTA) A new sales organization for Israel bonds,

under the direction of Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz, executive vice-chair-
man of the United Jewish Appeal, is now in the process of formation
in this country, it was revealed here this week by Israel's Finance

Minister Levi Eshkol, prior to his return to Israel.
Mr. Eshkol said that the under-

writing agreement between the
State of Israel and the American
Financial and Development Cor-
poration for Israel—of which
Henry Montor was executive head
—would be terminated by mutual
agreement because of what he
termed “honest differences” over
sales policies. He paid tribute to

Mr. Montor and emphasized that
there would be “complete continu-
ity”of bond sales during the tran-
sition period.

Israel Minister Thanks Leaders
of Bond Organization

“On behalf of the State of Israel,
I want to express my deepest ap-
preciation to the officers and di-
rectors of the American Financial
and Development Corporation for
Israel for the extraordinary serv-
ice they have rendered to the
State of Israel during the past
four years, in initiating and sue- ,

cessfully conducting the sale of
Israel Bonds, first, in the United
States and now also in 28 other
countries. I want particularly to
record the gratitude which the
State owes to Rudolf G. Sonne-
born, president of the Corporation,
Julian B. Venezky, chairman of
the executive committee, Samuel
Rothberg, national chairman of
the Bond Organization in the Uni-
ted States, and Henry Montor.
chief executive officer of the Cor-
poration.

"Iwant especially to pay tribute
to Henry Montor whom we in -

Israel regard as one of those who
distinguished himself in mobil-
izing the material and moral re-
sources that made possible the es-
tablishment of the Slate and who,

since the State of Israel was es-
tablished, has been in the fore-
front of Ihofte who have stood by
our side with ingenuity, skill and
devotion to provide vast sums,

first as director of the United
Jewish Appeal for 13 years, and
now during the past four years,
as chief executive officer of the
Israel Bond Organization. He was
the directing head of the United
Jewish Appeal in the critical years
following World War II when
American Jewry rose to the great-
est heights in financing the reha-
bilitation of the Jewish refugees
and the rise of the State of Israel.
During the past four years, the
American Financial and Develop-
ment Corporation for Israel has
sold $185,000,000 of State of Is-
rael Bonds.

•

“It is also imperative that I
make clear that the State of Israel
has the deepest sense of obligation
to the thousands of leaders
throughout the United States and
elsewhere who gave of their time,
energy and resources to create
this vital instrument of economic
survival for the State. I want to
assure the 700,000 bond purchasers

that they have rendered help of
inestimable value to the State
and to reassure them that their
investments* already at work and

producing dividends in Israel, will

be repaid, in full, interest and
principal.

Southern Zionist Meet
Set for April 3

On April 3, 1955, the Southeast
Region of the Zionist Organization
of America willbe holding a Con-
ference on World Zionist Affairs
and the Shekel.

Beginning at 12:15 p. m. with a
luncheon session and ending by
5:00 p. m., the conference will be
held at the Hotel Fontainebleau in
Miami Beach, Florida.

This is one in a series of brief-
ing conferences for ZOA key Re-
gional and District leaders
throughout this year. Recent con-

ferences held in other areas of the
United States were, Boston., Mass.,
New York City and New Jersey.

Participating in this conference
on April 3, are the following seven
states of the Southeast Region:
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North
and South Carolina, Mississippi
and Tennessee.

The purpose of the conference is
to provide ZOA leadership with a
complete background on every
important issue pertaining to
World Zionism and the part the
ZOA has to play in these affairs.

The discussion during the con-
ference will be with an eye to
formftlating the ZOA position at
the forthcoming 24th World Zion-

ist Congress. Serving as Confer-
ence chairman willbe Leo R. Bur-
son, President of the Southeast
Region.

There will be an off-the-record
briefing session on WORLD
ZIONIST ISSUES BEFORE THE

24th ZIONIST CONGRESS and
GENERAL ZIONISM IN ISRAEL
AND THE DIASPORA. Mr. Mor-

timer May, National President of
ZOA, Mr. Jacques Torczyner, Vice

President of ZOA and Chairman,
ZOA National Committee on

World Zionist Affairs, Rabbi. A-
rthur Hertzberg, Vice Chairman,
ZOA National Program and Edu-

cation Committee and Mr. Leon
Ilutovich, Assistant Executive Di-

rector of ZOA, will lead the dis-

cussion.. Following each of the
briefings, willbe a full-dress dis-
cussion by those present.

This conference will take place
the day following the Southeast
Region ZOA dinner at the Hotel
Fontainebleau, at which time

Abba Eban, Israel’s Ambassador
to the United States, will be the
principal speaker. •


