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The Story
of Passover

By Joseph Sokol of
Charleston. S. C.

(Especially written for
The Southern Jewish Weakly)

Passover is the most beautiful
of Jewish holidays. It is the per-
sonification of freedom from
bondage, for it was on Passover
that the Jewish people became a
nation. Bacause of this holiday,
the Christians and the Moham-
medans have their religion, and
the whole western world, a civili-
sation. Had the Hebrews not been
freed on Passover, there would not

be the code of laws and ethics
used by the civilised world today.

Just think about the drama that
unveils when we read about Pass-
over. The greatest writer could not
eonceive of a story such as this.

Although we are all familiar
with the story of Passover, let us
briefly review it..

Jacob, the son of Isaac, dwelled
and prospered as a herder in the
land of Canaan. He had his flocks
of sheep and cattle, his twelve
sons and his daughters, and some
servants. His ten oldest sons were'
shepherds, who cared for their
father's flocks. Joseph, the eleven-
th son, was but seventeen. His
brother Benjamin, the youngest,
was yet a small bOy. Jacob, as is
sometimes the case, loved his two
youngest children more than he
did the others, and he had certain
reasons for this. They were the
two children of Rachel, his most
beloved wife, who had passed
away on the journey to his present
home. Now, they were motherless.

Jacob had a coatof many colors
made for Joseph. His brothers en-
vied him exceedingly for this, and
anger toward him burned in their
hearts. One day, when Joseph was
sent by Jacob to see how his
brothers flared, the latter held a
conference and decided to kill
him. But, Reuben, the oldest, ob-
jected. “He is of our flesh, and we
do not want our brother’s blood
on our consciences,” Rueben pro-
tested. “Let us put him in a pit,
and when a-caravan of merchants
passes by the way, we will sell
him for a slave to a foreign land.”

This they did; and when Judah
came later to the pit, Joseph was
gone. Midianite merchants had
found him and sold him to a
passing camel caravan.- Judah
was deeply grieved and rent his
clothes, mourning for his brother.

The jealous plotters had yet an-
other problem—what were they
to tell the old man, Jacob. There-
fore, they killed a goat and dipped
Joseph’s coat (which they had re-
moved from him) into the blood
of the goat; then, they took the
coat to Jacob and asked him to
identify it. Jacob identified it
positively as that of his son Jos-
eph and said that, no doubt, a wild
beast had devoured his son. He
rent his clothes and mourned after
his son for a long time; he would
not accept comfort from anyone.

Joseph, meanwhile, was brought
to Egypt and sold to the captain
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PASSOVER PACKAGES MADE
READY FOR SERVICEMEN
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Youngsters and adults join hands to help ready the annual Passover shipment
of 500 food packages for Jewish servicemen, prepared by the Armed Forces
Division of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America. The
packages, which have been forwarded to Korea, Germany, Alaska and other
overseas bases, contain such Passover staples as matzoth, meat, chicken, cheese,
gefilte fish, horse-radish, macaroons and candy. The Union’s Armed Forces
Division, in fostering maximum religious observance among orthodox Jewish
men and women serving our country, maintains an active registry that numbers
in excess of 1500 servicemen. Abraham H. Eisenman (pointing at right) is
director of the Armed Forces Division.
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Ebanto Highlight Southeast
Z.DA Meeting in Miami

Beach This Weekend
The weekend of April 2-4 will be the occasion of an outstanding

weekend in the calendar of the Southeast Region of the Zionist
Organization of America. The series of unusual events will be held
at the Hotel Fontainebleau in Miami Beach, Florida.

Highlight of opening event, at a

dinner, which takes place on Sat-
urday evening, April 2, will be the
presence of the Hon. Abba Eban,
Ambassador Extraordinary 'and
Plenipotentiary of Israel to the
United States, who makes his first
appearance at a function of the
Southeast Region of ZOA. This
dinner, where 600 guests are ex-
pected, will be the occasion for a
testimonial to Rabbi Irving Lehr-
man, the spiritual leader of Tem-
ple Emanuel of Miami Beach.

PASSOVER - THE FEAST OF FREEDOM - APRIL 7- 13, 1955
The story of the deliverance of the ancient Israelites from Egyptian bondage will be rehearsed

in Jewish homes and synagogues throughout the world as the holiday of Passover is ushered in at

sunset, Wednesday, April 6.
Jewish families will gather around festive boards qn Passover Eve for the holiday service and

meal, known as the Seder (SAY-der). Along with prayers and songs of thanksgiving, the head of the
household will re-tell how the Jews toiled for Pharaoh, how Moses grew up in the palace but could
not brook the serfdom of his people and how h 3 led the revolt against Egypt and ultimately liber-

ated his people. 1 .

-

In honor of history’s first mass protest against human slavery, Jews will repair to their sanctu-
aries and recite special supplications and take part in a special liturgy glorifying man’s right to be

free. This will be the subject of rabbinical discourses at synagogue services.
Associated with the celebration of Passover is the unleavened bread, or matso (MAHTZ-a), sym-

bolizing the “bread of affliction.” Eating it during Passover is supposed to remind the Jew of slav-

ery’s bitterness and his divine duties to aid in the uplift of human being.

Traditional Jews observe Passovef for eight days; liberal Jews, for seven.

H 1 I
;.:

v

Ambassador Abba Eban

Rabbi Lehrman has recently re-
turned from his second trip to Is-
rael.

General Chairman for the din-
ner is Mr. Leo R. Burson, Presi-
dent of the Southeast Region.
Greater Miami Chairman is Dr.
Morris Goodman.

Sunday morning, April 3 from
9:30-12:30 noon, a meeting of the
Regional Administrative Commit-
tee of the Southeast Region will
take place, followed by a Con-
ference on World Zionist Affairs.
The purpose of the conference is
to provide ZOA leadership with
a complete background on every

important issue pertaining to
world Zionism and the part the
ZOA has to play in these affairs.
Mr. Mortimer May, National
President of ZOA; Mr. Jacques
Torczyner, Vice President of ZOA
and Chairman, ZOA National
Committee on World Zionist Af-
fairs; Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg,
Vice Chairman, ZOA National
Program and Education Commit-
tee, and kb. Leon Ilutovich, As-
sistant Executive Director of ZOA,

will lead the discussion. Following

each of the briefings, will be an
open discussion from the dele-
gates.

On Sunday evening, the Ifaiion-
al Administrative Council of the
Zionist Organisation of America
will meet and re-convene at an
all-day session on Monday, April

4.
All sessions are to be held at

the Hotel Fontainebleau.

Representatives from the fol-
lowing Districts in the Southwest
Region, will be participating: Ala-
bama, Florida, Georgia. Mississip-
pi, North and South Carolina and
Tennessee. Special arrangements
have been made with the Hotel
Sovereign at 44th A Collins Ave-
nue, Miami Beach to house guests

not staying at the Hotel Fontaine-
bleau.

BY MILTON FRIEDMAN
(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

—WASHINGTON
| Questions about Yugoslav-Israel

relations and the situation of Jews
as a small religious minority in
Yugoslavia, the world’s only anti-
Soviet Communist state, have
been' raised on the arrival in
Washington of the president of the
Federation of Yugoslav Jewish
Communities.

Dr. Albert Vajs, Federation
1 President, arrived here with a
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handsomely printed 300-page almanac describing
Jewish life and history in Yugoslavia. The authen-
ticity of this book has been indicated by Israel
Government officials. Zvi Locker, an Israel diplo-
mat, is author of a portion. The book was printed
in Belgrade.

Marshal Tito’s assistance in the rehabilitation
of Jewish life in Yugoslavia has been lauded by
Dr. Vajs. The Jewish leader, who is a professor at
Belgrade University, told also of acts of friendship
by the Yugoslav Government toward Israel.

Yugoslav Jews who settled in Israel speak in
glowing terms of Tito’s anti-Nazi fight. Some tell
how their lives were saved by Tito-led Communist
partisans. But a number of these same people,
while free to leave for Israel (unlike the Jews
from other Communist countries) were neverthe-
less not permitted to sell immovable property be-
fore departure. British subjects were allowed to
remove assets under comparable circumstances.

Other facts about Yugoslavia stand in sharp

contrast to anti-Zionist developments in the states

Yugoslavia and Israel
of the Cominform. It is known that Jews escaped
from Rumanian and Hungarian Communist police
into Yugoslavia where Yugoslav police aided their
escapees on their way to Israel. Yugoslav authori-
ties cooperated in such instances with Dr. Vajs’

Jewish Federation in Belgrade.
While Cominform police arrested Jews charged

with working for the Joint Distribution Committee.
Tito pinned a high Yugoslav decoration on the
lapel of Frederick C. White, “Joint” representative
in Belgrade. Yugoslavia sold military equipment to

Israel after Czechoslovakia arbitrarily terminated
its agreement at a crucial point during Israel’s
war for independence.

Dr. Vajs has called attention to persons of Jew-
ish origin in important government posts. Moshe
Pijade, Tito’s chief theoreticiajj, is perhaps the best
known. Others are Col. Gen. Voja Todcrovic, a
military hero; Nissim Albahari, member of the
Bosnian Government, and Dr. Mirko Bruner, a
Foreign Ministry official' and former First .Secre-
tary of the Yugoslav Embassy in Washington.

In pre-war Yugoslavia there were 75,000 Jews.
Os these about 80 percent were killed by Nazis and
native Fascists like Andrija Artukovic, Croatian
collaborator now living in Los Angeles and. seeking

to avoid deportation. An estimated 13,500 Jews sur-
vived. Os this number 3,000 fought in Tito’s parti-

san forces.
It is generally acknowledged that the resistance

in Yugoslavia did more to achieve liberation than
did ants-Nazis in any other occupied country.

There were many instances of Jewish heroism. Os

the 3,000 Jewish partisans, 250 were declared “na-
tional heroes.” Twelve received Yugoslavia’s high-

est decoration, nine awards being posthumous.
(Continued on Pago 4)


