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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

GIRL ON MY SHOULDER
The girl's letter seemed wet

with her tears. This Segal must
confess that he doesn't mind at all
a pretty girl—he's sure this one is
pretty—crying her love on his
shoulder.

Quite a few other kinds of peo-
ple come to cry on Segal’s should-
ers in his columnar function in the
secular 1 and Jewish press. Only
recently a lady on the East coast
almost was melting his poor
heart with her tears: She wept
over a SISOO debt she owed, and
thought maybe Segal’s column
could help her raise the money.

Then—of all people! ... a
young chazan in Israel asked
Segal maybe he could help him
find a chazan's job in America
rather? And Segal told him by let-
ter that the Psalmist David used
to sing in the Holy Land, and did
famously there, as everybody
knows. So why should an Israeli
chazan want to run away from
there? Let him sing there with
David.

But this pretty girl crying on
Segal’s shoulder was something

else again. He couldn’t brush her
off as he had done to the chazan.
She was suggesting that maybe if
he wrote a column about her case,
her parents would read it and
maybe could be brought around
to understand her great love . . .

“Please speak to my parents
through your column. They have
great admiration for your wis-
dom.”

She went on: "I am a Jewish
girl, but to hear what my parents
have been saying about me, you

might get the idea that I am out-
cast from the Jewish fold. Believe
me, I truly want to keep -on being
Jewish, as my parents taught me
to be. At home I was given a fair
Jewish education and in college I
was a faithful attendant at the
Hillel Foundation.

“What, then, you may ask me, is
my offense? Well, there’s a young
man I met in college. A fine boy,

one of whom any parent could be
as proud as I truly am. He made
Phi Beta Kapp, has been study-

ing medicine, and now is well on
the way of being a doctor. He is
everything to be expected of a

fine young man; except that, in
the prejudice of my parents, he

isn’t worthy enough because he
isn’t Jewish. He is of the Metho-

dists. Well, he and I became en-
gaged to be married.

"I kept the news of that from
my parents quite a long lime—-
maybe, too long a time—but one
day I came to a resolve: I must
tell them. Breaking the news to

them was a great travail,foi me.
Many sleepless nights—haw to tell

them? They are Orthodox.
“Finally, one evening at dinner

I spoke to them . . . “Papa and

mama,” I said, “Ifeel I should tell

you something you ought to know

... I am engaged to be married.”
" *Who?' mama exclaimed.
“

‘Who?’ papa added.
I said maybe they wouldn't like

it when I told them who ... *His

name is Jim."
(Continued on Page S)
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By Ethel "Teddy" Moscovitz
IHUJiHfJ ...

I niff'

Judaism can produce a Kallen and
continue to thrive on the self
examination of one of its sons, it
is healthy . . . And it must be ad-
mitted that Dr. Kallen is con-
tinually called upon for analysis.

With such esteem and admira-
tion for the gentleman I looked
forward with great anticipation to
meeting Dr. Kallen personally at
the seminar arranged by the
Southeastern District of the
Z. O. A. in Osceola Lake Inn in
Hendersonville this past week-end
.

. . Somehow I had envisioned a
man in his middle years with a
shock of raving black hair who
smoked black cigars and laughed
heartily ... I bowed instead to
the dignity of a white-haired
scholar of 72 with a shock of
white hair who leans heavily on a
cane . . .

“Dr. Kallen,” I said, “Iexpected
to meet a much younger man . .

.

You are such a rebel and rebellion
is so completely associated with
capricious youth ...”

“Mrs. Moscovitz,” said Dr. Kal-
len, “sometimes rebellion becomes
a habit ...”

But, you know. Dr. Horace Kal-
len has eyes that twinkle con-
stantly, not only with humor, but
also with little fires that are evi-
dence of a mind that sparkles
with fireworks of the intellect,

For many years the name of Horace
Kallen has been a magic one for me . .

.

His utterances which have peppered
American Jewish expression for the de-
cades of my generation have always been
a source of delight

.
. . What a rebel this

man is—a rebel against conformity .
.

.

And what daring! .... a devil who con-
tinues to upset the smugness of the
powers . . .

He has always been worth a chuckle,
many hours of stimulating thinking, and
the renewal of faith in the stability of
American Jewish life ... If American

and habit has no place in such
thinking ...

He played with us for a week-
end . .

. Fencing with his thoughts
to bring us on for the thrust . . .

He is the rarity in public life
being completely the observer,
and yet managing to serve with-
out destroying his objectivity

. . .

But I did discover his secret. ..

His age makes him immune to
annihilation from attack ... He is
entrenched in his throne of liberal
American Jewish thinkers, and
there he can chuckle away at the
discomforture he is capable of
causing ...

But Dr..Kallen takes his Ameri-
can Judaism very seriously ... If
he does not let the forces that
buffet it rest undisturbed at mo-
ments when it finds peace within
itself, it is evident that it is be-
cause he considers the challenge
to progress tantamount to prog-
ress itself . . . Who else could say
upon the occasion of the Ameri-
can Jewish tercentenary: “Is this
a yontif or a yarzeit?”

The challenge he threw out to

Zionist gathering was the one
which called upon the missionary

zeal of each man to imbue in
others the understanding of the
force which Zionism still holds in

(Continued on Page 4)
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Southern Zionist Leaders
Hear Noted Speakers

At Seminar
BY MRS. ISADORE MOSCOVITZ

Speaking at a seminar of Southern Zionist leaders at Osceola
Lake Inn in Hendersonville, N. C., on June 10th-12th. Dr. Joseph
Dunner, professor of political science at Grinnell University, and
chairman of the Advisory Board of the Grinnell Institute of Inter-
national Affairs, declared that the American Jewish community must
crystalize its thinking in its interpretation of Jewish thought in har-
mony with twentieth century conditions.

“The Vatican and protestant
Americans are making great

strides in the direction of ap-
proaching the modern mind with
new religious interpretations, but
in the American Jewish scene
which needs a re-evaluation of
Jewish values most desperately
there is chaos. There is also uncer-
tainty and misdirections in our re-
lationships with Israel which must
become the showplace of Jewish
values and a Jewish way of life.
It is imperative that American
Jewish leadership meet to define
their aims for their own expres-
sions, and in their cultural and
religious intercourse with Israel.”

Dr. Dunner said that while it
was necessary to reaffirm faith in
prophetic Judaism and determine
the modus vivendi by which this
is to be carried to the Jewish
youth of America and of Israel,

it was equally important for
American Jews to create within
Israel an understanding of Ameri-
can democracy.

In speaking of activating Jewish
youth in the creative Jewish com-
munity, he said 'that here the
problem is one of the difference
of generations. “Jewish youth to-
day,” he said, “is a second or
third generation American born.”
No longer is there a foreign born
parent or grandparent in the
background as a reminder of the

ACJ Secretary Broadcasts Attack on Israel
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
*****

ists using a “divide and conquer technique.” Pre-

vious expressions by Alfred Lilienthal, who shares
much of Berger’s violent anti-Zionism, have been

•similarly exploited by the Arabs.
• Recent developments in Syria include the im-

prisonment of Jews and the reported “suicide” of
an Israel youth held captive. Not only Jews but

Syria’s minority of Druse tribesmen have felt per-

secution. The Syrian Government is a military
dictatorship born of the coup d’etat assassination.

In the Damascus broadcast, Berger said: “The

philosophy of the American Council for Judaism
has been gaining considerable headway during the

past two or three years in the United States, par-

ticularly since the government of the United States
expressed itself rather firmly in opposition of the

Zionist philosophy.”
He tried to support this allegation by quoting a

remark by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
concerning “expansionist Zionism.” It is a matter

of public record that the “American Council for
Judaism” has tried to turn the State Department
against Israel. Berger is known to have met sec-
retly at the Carlton Hotel in Washington with
Henry A. Byroade, present U. S. Ambassador to

Egypt, when Byroade was Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Affairs.

Speaking for the Syrian Arab radio to the Jews
of Israel, Berger said: “You of Israel should know

(Continued on Page 8)
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—WASHINGTON
The Damascus radio recently

broadcast an attack on Israel and
Zionism by a leader of the “Amer-
ican Council for Judaism” who
made himself an instrument of
the Arab propaganda machine.

Elmer Berger, ACJ executive
secretary, was welcomed in Syria
because of the aid he has rendered
the Arab cause. Other American

Jews would be subject to arrest merely because
of their Jewish origin. Or, at best, they would be
refused a visa.

The Syrian Ambassador in Washington, by ap-
pealing to anti-Jewish prejudice, has sought to

turn American newspapermen against Israel. A

Syrian visa was nevertheless granted to Berger

whose many assaults on Israel have been widely

publicized by the Arab propaganda apparatus.
,

While Berger’s words were carried by the

Damascus radio, other broadcasts told Arabs: “We

must teach hatred of Israel in our schools and

inculcate pupils with the need for driving the Jews

from Palestine.”
The Berger “interview” was in English. It was

broadcast in Hebrew to Israel by Arab propagand-

Jewish tragedy of Hitler and his
pogrom. The modern Jewish child
is not motivated by fear, but is
turning to the leaders of Judaism
for an interpretation of Jewish
thought compatible to twentieth
century living and twentieth cen-
tury thought.

Dr. Dunner expressed the opin-
ion that the Zionist movement,

because of its impartiality to Jew-
ish religious affiliation is the logi-
cal conveyor for such a move-
ment.

Asked by the assemblage to
carry his thinking of his desire to
witness a crystallization of Jewish
direction in this country, and to
bring such a proposition down to
practical work, the noted political
scientist who has served as Chief
of the U. S. Office of War Infor-
mation in England, and was en-
trusted with the post of rebuild-
ing the democratic press of South-
ern Germany, declared that his
work in practical affairs, and his
activity with the Zionist organiza-
tion in the Middle West, and with
American Jewish leadership, led
him to believe that a research
committee of three or four hun-
dred leaders of American Jewish
life, fortified by men and women
of scientific background and of
scholarly dispositions, could en-
gage in a course of research and
study. Their conclusions would be
presented for consultation to an
authoritative body composed of a
cross section of world Jewry to
create a platform for modern Jew-
ish living. Dr. Dunner suggested

that this would not only be an
instrument for the revitalization
of the American Jewish commu-
nity, but would also be the instru-
ment by which modem concepts
could be introduced into Israel.

Sidney Janus of Atlanta pre-

sided over the seminar which was
arranged by Leo Burson. presi-

dent of the Southeastern region
of the Z. O. A.

Dr. Horace M. Kallen, research
professor in Social Philosophy at

the New School for Social Re-
search was the senior member of
the seminar.

Dr. Kallen, who has been a

leader in educational circles in
this country for the past half cen-
tury, and who is the dean of pro-
gressive American Jewish
thought, vehemently denounced
the American Council for Juda-
ism, Inc.

Kallen led the discussion in
American thought, and in speak-
ing of the great ideals enumerated
in the Declaration of Independ-

(Continued on Page 4)


