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PLAIN TALK
• BY ALFRED SEGA^.

BORN 100 YEARS AGO
It's 100 years exactly in July,

in our town, and the matter is
boing properly observed by Cin-
cinnati's American Israelite—old-
est living Anglo-Jewish news-
paper in the U. S. The Israelite
has lived a century since the day
it came like a prophet to the fron-
tier of the West;

Until, in that year, the Israelite
began to come to Jewish houses,
at $3 a year, Jewish life in these
parts had been quite lonely, se-
questered as it was from Judaism
in the world. Then, all of a sudden
in 1855 the Israelite came in
shouting the news of what was
going on—a welcome visitor.

Jews of our town had been liv-
ing out their sparce Jewish life in
narrow limits; it had to do with
occasional attendance at syna-
gogue and finallyone's funeral in
the little Jewish cemetery on
Chestnut Street which had been
the last resting place for Jews
since the year 1819.

There were two synagogues
which made one more synagogue
than the Jewish population really
then required. But, as I have
heard, wherever there resides a
group of taws there are nearly
always a couple of synagogues, at
least, to express the Jewish va-
riety.

As I have suggested it was
rather a drowsy synagogue life in
our town until that flaming young

rabbi arrived in 1850, out of Al-
bany and, before that, out of Ba-
varia. He was Isaac Mayer Wise
who came carrying a torch to light

the way toward a Judaism that

would be more acceptable to

American Jews than medieval
ritualism.

Isaac Mayer Wise remains
famed as the founder of Reform
Judaism in America, founder of
the Hebrew Union College which
has produced most of the Reform
rabbis who function in the U. S.,
and founder of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations.

He has been dead more than 50
years but he keeps kicking around
in the full life of the college he

founded and in this union of Re-

form congregations.
Well, it was this Isaac Mayer

Wise who also founded the Amer-
ican Israelite which has kept alive
these 100 years. He started it five

yaars after he had come to our
town to be rabbi of B'eni Jeshurn
Synagogue.

His idea was that if he was go-

ing to be a rabbi with new, almost
revolutionary ideas of Judaism to

project, he must have a medium

of communication beyond his pul-

pit which was for Sabbath and on
holidays. In a Jewish newspaper

he could speak to Jews every

week, by mail, in print, in their

own houses.
When the American Israelite

was born there were only four or

five other Jewish papers in the

U. S. and they were all in the

East. All these died long ago; the

American Israelite keeps coming

to many houses each week. Wise

at first called it "The Israelite";

(Continued on Page 8)
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The General Receives a Ph. D.

Left to right: Itzhak Ben-Zvi, President of the State of Israel;

Professor Benjamin Mazar, President of the Hebrew University; M.
Fekete, Professor of Mathematics; and General Yigael Yidin, former
Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces.

There were many uniforms among those who received degrees
at the 25th graduating exercises of the Hebrew University in Jeru-
salem's largest theatre, but the loudest applause the audience re-
served for a young man in civilian clothes. It was General Yigael
Yadin, former Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces who re-

ceived a Ph.D. degree for his work on the Dead Sea Scroll, "The War

of the Children of Light and Darkness." Itzhak Ben-Zvi, Israel's
President joined heartily in the warm applause.

Yigael Yadin. a Research Fellow in archeology at the Hebrew
University is continuing the important research work on the famous
Dead Sea Scrolls begun by his late father. Professor Eleazer Sukenik,

who died last year.

EISENHOWER GREETS Z.0.A.; STRESSES
U S FRIENDSHIP FOR ISRAEL

WASHINGTON, (JTA) The
Government of the United States
‘attaches great value to its firm
friendship with Israel and seeks
the establishment of an enduring
peace in the Middle East,” Presi-
dent Eisenhower emphasized in a

message to the 58th annual con-

vention of the Zionist Organiza-

tion of America.
. Addressing his message to Mor-

timer May, ZOA president, Presi-
dent Eisenhower said: “Our gov-

ernment attaches great value to

its firm friendship 'with Israel and
seeks the establishment of an en-
during peace in the Middle East.
This peace can be achieved only
through patient and conciliatory
examination of the problems
which exist in the area, and
through the development of
understanding among its peoples.

We in America can make an im-

portant contribution to the cause

of peace by urging such considera-

tion and forbearance.”

How Spains 3,000 Jews Are Faring
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
* * 4c * *

Jragll

—WASHINGTON
The Spanish Embassy here

never misses an opportunity to

tell how well Spain’s 3,000 Jews
are faring.

Some feel that the Franco re-
gime is using its avowed “liberal-
ism” toward Jews in a cynical bid
to gain a good name in the world
community. Others, including

; many who gave Franco the bene-

fit of all doubts, today are shocked by Spain’s
unsportsmanlike ban against Israel participation in

the forthcoming Mediterranean Olympics at Bar-
celona.

Chairman Emanuel Celler of the House Judici-
ary Committee and other Americans who sought

to persuade the Spanish Ambassador here on the

Olympics issue received no satisfaction. One Span-

ish diplomat made the .assertion that the Arabs,

after all, sympathized with Gen. Franco’s forces
during the Spanish. Civil War, hinting that some

Jewish volunteers were to be found on the Loyal-

ist side. The Spanish press attache openly admitted

that Spain’s relations with North African Arabs

and the Arab League states were too important to

allow Israel to participate at Barcelona.

Jewish Groups
Developments

Argentina

Eye
In

(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW YORK. (JTA) Developments in the revolt against the
government of Juan Peron of Argentina were being followed atten-
tively by Jewish organizations here for their possible effect on the
approximately 400,000 Jews of Argentina. Most of Argentina's Jews
live in the Argentine capital city of Buenos Aires, scene of most of
the fighting, including the bombing of rebel planes of the crowded
downtown district.

No information as to casualties
among the Jewish population was
available in early reports. While
the population figures with re-
spect to Jews in the Argentine are
not exact, the best estimate of the
Jewish community in Buenos
Aires itself sets the figure for that
city at about 300,000.

In addition, Jews live in more
than 100 different locations
throughout the provinces. Govern-
ment broadcasts claimed that the
country, outside the capital city,

was quiet, although rebel reports

Jordanian Troops Fire on
Israelis; U. N. Body

Censures Egypt

TEL AVIV, (JTA) Jordanian
troops opened fire on an Israel
military patrol inside Israel terri-
tory near Massada it was an-

nounced here. The patrol returned
the fire. There were no casualties
on the Israel side.

The United Nations Mixed
Armistice Commission censured
Egypt for firing on Israel civilians
and UN observers in the demili-
tarized zone near Auja. The com-
mission found Egypt guilty of
‘flagrant violation” of the armis-
tice agreement, after a nine-hour
meeting.

at one point early in the course
of the fighting, claimed control of
Rosario, second largest city in the
country.

Earlier, before the outbreak of
the revolt, an incident involving
the Israel Embassy in Buenos
Aires occurred when bottles of tar
were thrown during a marching
demonstration against the govern-
ment.

Acting on instructions from the
Foreign Minister, the Argentine
Chief of Protocol, Minister Feder-
ico Bernini called at the Israel
Embassy to express the regret of
the Argentine Government over
the fact that the bottles of tar had
been thrown... on., the., embassy
building during a Catholic march.
Sr. Bernini condemned the act.

The' demonstration was not
anti-Jewish in character and was
directed primarily against the gov-
ernment, which had banned the
Catholic march. Tar bottles were
also thrown on the buildings of
the Yugoslav, Peruvian and Mexi-
can embassies. An Israel Embassy
official said that the damage to
the Israel building was “practical-
ly nil.”

U. N. Truce Body
Takes "Serious View"

Os New Gaza Incident

JERUSALEM, (JTA) United
Nations truce headquarters has
taken a “serious view” of the seiz-
ure of an Egyptian military jeep
in the demilitarized zone near
Auga according to a communique
issued here. The communique
blamed Israel settlement members
of removing the jeep and called
upon the Israel authorities to re-
turn the vehicle.

The Israel Foreign Office,
meanwhile, took exception to the
issuance of the UN communique,
noting that only two weeks ago
an Israel car was attacked and
forcibly taken over the border by
Egyptian armed forces and the
UN made no public statement
about the matter. The Foreign

Office also pointed out that the
Egyptians were in the demilitar-
ized zone under a special agree-
ment, not under the terms of the
armistice pact, and that they were
obligated to use certain approach-
es and were not allowed freedom
of movement in the area. Until an
examination ascertains whether
the jeep was entitled to be where
it was seized, the vehicle will re-
main detained, the statement
added.

Israel was first invited and later “un-invited”
by Spain. On November 4, 1953, Spain formally in-
vited the Israel Olympic Committee to join in the

forthcoming games. Israel immediately accepted.

The Arabs learned of the invitation and urged

Spain to withdraw it.
Knowing that the Olympic constitution requires

that all sports meetings be free from political and
racial discrimination, Israel appealed to the Inter-
national Olympic Committee. Israel knew that
even Communist China, which is not recognized
by the United Nations, will nevertheless participate

on an equal basis in the 1956 Olympics at Mel-
bourne.

But the International Olympic Committee up-

held Spain. Avery Brundage, the American chair-
man of the Committee, helped reject Israel’s ap-

peal. Last March, according to the New York
Journal-American, Brundage gave assurances that
he would support Israel. But when the issue
emerged at the Paris meeting of the International
Olympic body he said: “We believe Spain has the

right to send invitations to the countries it wants.”
Col. Harry D. Henshel, chairman of the U. S.

Olympic Basketball Committee and head of the
U. S. Committee for Sports in Israel, has charged

that Egypt told Spain it would boycott the games

if Israel were represented. Col Henshel termed the
International Olympic action against Israel one
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