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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

Lady Gets An Answer
The much troubled lady had

called up and I handed her pain-
ed mind over to one of the pro-
fessors of the Hebrew Uuion Col-
lege. The Hebrew Union College
—as practically everybody knows
—produces all the Reform rabbis.
Indeed, I am told it is now the
world’s leading school for rabbis.
So I could feel sure that the H.
U. C. professor could provide more
comfort for this lady’s mind than
I. (Myself, I am no more than a

fellow who had a couple of years

at the Hebrew Union College 50
years ago.) -

The lady had called me up in
a moment when I was deep in an-

other controversial matter alto-
gether. In my living room I was
looking in on a TV boxing fight
between my fellow townsman Ez-
zard Charles and Mr. Holman. In
the third round the telephone
rings and there’s that lady pour-
ing her questions into my ear.

“Mr. Segal, I have a problem”
—and this was it: She said she

is keeping a strictly kosher house

. . . “But even as I keep so kosher
I am beset by questions of history

and ritual. Just why am I kosher?
“You see, Mr. Segal, my house

is kept kosher not because of my

own principles in the matter. I
keep kosher on account of my old
mother who lives with us. I re-

spect my mother’s opinion in this
and my questions have nothing at

all to do with the performance of
my moral duty to my mother.,

“But I can’t help asking my-

self, what’s really* the reason for

kosher? You see, I am a woman
who doesn’t just naturally accept
a ritual because it has come down
from ancient times. I want to

know why.
“Where did kosher come from

and how? Is kosher a sanitary

regulation or wnat? Rest assured
I don't intend to change the kosh-
er in my house as long as my

mother is with me. But I do like
to know the exact why of kosher
in my house outside the fact that
I must respect my mother’s die-
tary And why did
my grandmother keep kosher and
all my grandmothers before her
through all the centuries?”

By the time the- lady was

through with asking me all this,

the controversy of Mr. Charles vs.
Mr. Holman was in its sixth
round and had only four more to

go. I went on with them to the
tenth round in which Mr. Charles
came to victory by decision. /

That having been decided, there

was still left on my mind my own
indecision as to the lady’s inquiry

about kashrut. Whe, why, why?

she had been asking. So, next day

I looked up the Hebrew Union
College professor who is not only
professor but rabbi also.

“Professor,” I said, “please give

me the reason for kosher. Is it a
sanitary regulation or what?”

The professor referred me to

Leviticus, Chapter 20 where it is

commanded: “Iam the Lord your

God which hath separated you

from other people ... ye shall riot
(Continued on Page 3)
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of currents which make up the
history-shaking events in that
part of the world .

. . Victor Rine
also offers another rarity . . . He
is a teller of tales ... He has de-
veloped the art of story-telling
which many novelists neglect in
an effort to create startling char-
acterizations .

. . Rine’s characters
are startling enough, however,
but they are not escapees from the
phychiatrisfs couch . .

. They are
enticing and fascinating people .. .

It might be said that they are the

ones who are attempting psycho-
therapy, and that it is the con-
fused world which is the patient
... As a matter for the record,
the author does call the world
“sick” in a postscript which he
calls: “Heed the Lesson, Israel”
(A Review)

. .
.

I sincerely wish Mr. Rine had
not included the postscript in his
work, nor concluded with "An
Echo" . . . His story of Palestine
and Israel, and its people, is elo-
quent enough ... It leaves a last-
ing impression with the reader ...

It is so colorfully told that one
wonders if it is the actual exper-
iences of the writer, or whether
imagination has played a role . . .

Never does the author intrude
upon the reader's right to read a

"In the Path of the Winds," a novel, by
Victor Rine is one of the best books to be
published in recent years about the story
of the rise of the State of Israel . . . Ob-
viously "In the Path of the Winds" is a
historical novel; yet, knowing the history
of the Middle East for the past several
decades, one reads the publication with
the feeling that here is a story from the
Arabian Nights . . .

Victor Rine has succeeded, where
others have failed, in giving the setting of
the struggle for the Jewish State in Pal-
estine the oriental flavor that is a part
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Jewish Hopes on the
July 18th Conference

In Geneva
When American President Dwight D. Eisenhower, British Prime

Minister Sir Anthony French Premier Edgar Faure and Rus-
sian Premier Nikolai Bulganin meet to hammer out a common policy
for unfreezing the cold war. none knows better than they with
what grave responsibility they are charged.

They willmeet face to face July
18 in this once austere lakeside
city of Calvin—scene of a thou-
sand conferences. This is the first
meeting at the “summit” in ten
years. The ‘Big Four’ will have
one week to draft a blueprint for
a genuine relaxation of interna-
tional tensions—perhaps peace in
our time.

The Jewish people, not least
among the people of the world,
share this hope. They have bitter
memories of what lies behind that
thin line on the map of Europe
which marks the fringe of the Iron
Curtain.

The barriers which have kept
the Communist and non-Com-
munist worlds apart have bred
suspicion, mistrust and hatred.
None better than the Jewish peo-
ple know what it means to come
under the heavy hammer blows
of dictatorship—even Red dicta-
torship. *

Recent history is well known.
But it is worth recapitulating in
brief. The dramatic announce-

ment by Tass. the Soviet News
Agency, on January 12, 1953, of a
"plot" by a group of prominent

doctors to shorten the life of ac-
tive leader of the Soviet Union by
means of "injurious treatment."

The Jewish situation in Poland
in 1953 was different in at least
one respect from that in the other
“People’s Democracies”: there

story for personal enjoyment . .\.

Never does one feel that •he is
listening to the unburdening of a
soul—until the last two chapters
. . . Then the author gives vent
to his opinions and dictates, and
one says under his breath: "Does
a Jew always have to give a
lecture?" . *

It was impulsive to compare

“In the Path of the Winds” with
“Quiet Street,” a book which
came out several years ago con-
cerning the war for Israel inde-
pendence . . r “Quiet Street” was
the best work of its kind to appear
on the stands ... It was written
by a woman, and bore a woman’s
point of view ... It was a wom-

an’s book . . . “In the Path of the
Winds” is a man’s book . . . Ac-
tually the “action” is most alive
when the dialogue between Le
Grande and Dave waxes instruc-

tive. . .

"Dave" is a reporter (even as

Victor Rine himself was a foreign
correspondent) and Le Grande is
his Catholic friend who lives in

the ruins of Palestine in order to
unearth ancient stones and de-
cipher antiquated writing so that
he might help read the future . ..

Dave and Le Grande preach
(Continued on page 5)
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ABBA EBAN-

From the con-
ference “at the
summit,” Ambas-
sador Abba Eban
has drawn a
moral for the
United Nations,
that negotiations
should be held
outside and that

this organization
“a court of ul-

timate appeal,
not of first in-
stance.” He said
as much, in the
thought provok-
ing speech which
he delivered on
behalf of Israel
at the Tenth An-
niversary Cele-
bration in San

ly not understood here and that is that if there is
no desire for negotiations, then a “public debate is
not likely to do more than aggravate the situation.”
It was quite apparent to all who heard him that

he was speaking of the Arabs when he said: “The
experience of the past two years proves that the
readiness of disputant states to bring their dif-

ferences under direct review is likely to be the first
step in the resolution of their conflict. For any

state or group of states to refuse even to attempt a

settlement by direct contact and free negotiation

would clearly be to violate the essence of the
Charter and to swim against the whole current of

contemporary international experience.”
. Mr. Eban provided what was, in the opinion

of most delegates at the commemorative meetings,

the frankest and most realistic appraisal of the
United Nations. He £id not deny its achievements
which had been heartening, riut he said that it
had failed as a security organization. Not only had

the “enforcement powers of the Security Council
proved illusory,” the Israeli representative said,

but “the alternative procedures envisaged for the
General Assembly in the ‘Uniting for Peace’ reso-
lution have similarly remained unimplemented.”
He went on to say that “while collective security

has made its main advances outside the United
Nations in the form of regional, bilateral and col-
lective alliances for self defense, the emphasis of
United Nations action has shifted from enforce-
ment to conciliation and pacific settlement.”

(Continued on Page 8)

Francisco recently. Mr. Eban spoke of the “decision

of the Four Great Powers to confer, at the highest

level of their responsibility, on the sources of world
tension” and said that “member states have an
obligation to attempt a solution of their differences
by direct settlement before they have recourse to

the international forum.”
The Israeli representative pointed out what

would seem to be quite obvious and yet is apparent-

were no publicized acts against
the Jews, and no show trials of
Zionists or Jewish Communists.
However, at the beginning of the
year, the atmosphere was tense,
and emigrants from Poland reach-
ing Israel early in March told re-
porters that the situation “ap-
proaches panic.”

The year 1953 was ushered in
by a dispatch from Yugoslavia re-
porting the wholesale deportation
of Jews from Szeged, the second
largest city in Hungary, with a
Jewish population of about 2.000
families. The report said that Jews
fit to work were sent to slave
labor camps in Russia, while oth-
ers were said to have been trans-
ported Jo concentration and la-
bor camps in eastern part of Hun-
gary, near Russia, where they fac-
ed slow mass extinction.

From Romania there were re-
ports of the dismissal of Jews in
the State apparatus and plants.
Jewish physicians were reportedly
removed from hospitals, and Jew-
ish engineers from the mine pits
and factories. On January 27,
there was a pogrom at Jassy
which resulted in injuries to over
60 Jewish students.

Now, two years later, the scene
shifts; the actors have changed.
Stalin is dead. There is a new
hierarchy in the Kremlin. They
seem to be going all out to ap-
pease.

In 1925, Josef Stalin himself,
speaking before,a parly congress,
admitted "anti-Semitism has crept

back into the minds of the mass-
es, those of leading party com-
rades and even into minds of
members of the Executive."

Again, at the party congress in
1930, Nikolai Bukharin, later to
lose his head in the purges of
1936, gave vent to some concern
at the “tremendous increase in
the cities ... of anti-Semitism.”

A decade later, the Soviet was,

together with Great Britain and
the United States, at war with
Nazi Germany. That same year,
the 1941 Jewish Committee was
formed in Moscow. Ilya Ehrtn-
burg, Jew. author, and Stalin
prize-winner, was its guiding
light. Emissaries Ilzik Feffer and

Shmuel Mikhoels were dispatched
post-haste to London and New

York to appeal for Jewish help
against the Germans. Later, Fef-
fer "disappeared" in Moscow, Mik-
hoels was reported killed in an
accident and Ehrenburg, broad-
casting... from... Moscow., warned
"anti-Semitism was becoming all
too evident in the Soviet Army

and was a serious danger to mili-
tary morale."


