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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

I AM CHOCHOM
I am writing this piece byway

of telling you what a qualified
columnist I have only lately be-
come. To make it short: I have
been elevated to the degree of
Chochom by public presentation
and by parchment scroll.

I feel that my readers should
know this so that they can feel
sure from here on that these col-
umns come out of the head of one
who is really an authorized Cho-
chom, that is to say, Wise Guy.

Oh. it was quite an affair in a
private dining room in one our
hotels. They had me at the speak-
ers' table almost elbow to elbow
with the president of our Cho-

chom Club which was setting me
up .as Honorary Chochom, a fit
associate of the Chochom Club.

At the appropriate moment, I

was presented with the diploma
which unto all my posterity as

well as for the readers of this col-
umn testified that I had been
elected Chochom.

I was most humble in response.
I said that all these years I had
been only seeing Chochom in the
press—a pretender, you might
say, in whom quite a lot of people

believed. Indeed, there were mo-
ments when I had conscientious
doubts about myself. I knew I was

not really the Chochom I was
making out to be.

But, I told them, from here on
I could no longer doubt myself;
nor could any reader doubt me. I
am a Chochom by authority. And
what other columnist anywhere
could show that? They are Wise

Guys only by self-appointment.
(Maybe I should get a raise of

wages.)
But, really, my great pride at

being a member of the Chochom
Club has to do with much more
than my vanity. Our Chochom
Club contains not even one doctor
of philosophy, not one D.D., not

one atomic physicist, not a medi-
cal doctor. Yet they are well-
founded Chochomim, even though

few of them came out of any col-
lege—business people, plain Joes.

They know how; to translate
their chochomische wisdom into

a variety of kindnesses; they

know that to love the neighbor (as

Leviticus says) is to be wise. In

that way they have earned the

right to call themselves Chochom-
im, without benefit of college.

There are 15 of them, organized

originally as a gin rummy club.

They get together every Thursday

evening for gin. rummy and one
Thursday evening some years ago

they came to this wisdom: We win

this money at gin but couldn’t we

just as well do without it? Do we

feel any richer by reason of our
winnings or, for that matter, any

poorer if we lose? But we might

feel richer if we applied our win-

nings to kindly doings, if we used

the money for the good of people

who need it more than we.

So. you see. then and there they

became authentic Chomomim.
and. in time, byway of whimsy,

they named themselves the Cho-

chom Club. I myself have been
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Israel Reaches "Oral Agreement"
With Egypt

JERUSALEM, (JTA) Extension of a local commanders agree-
ment between Israel and Jordan in the Jerusalem area was discussed
here and negotiators will get down to specific proposals at a meeting
scheduled for next week, it was announced here. This followed a
meeting on the Gaza frontier at which Israel and Egyptian negotia-
tors to an "oral agreement" on details of a local commanders pact.

At a special session here, the Is-
rael and Jordan negotiators ex-
changed drafts of a new com- :
manders pact. The present Israel- <
Jordan commanders agreement i
covers only the Jerusalem area,
but the extension will,if accepted,
cover the entire demarcation line ;

between the two states, the largest <
border between Israel and any of
the four neighbor Arab states, :
Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns, United
Nations truce chief, will chair the
next meeting.

Al the Gaza session, where Gen.
Burns also presided, it was offi-
cially slated that "progress in
drafting clauses regarding repre-
sentation and communications"
was made on the local command-
ers agreement. There was. how-
ever. a divergence between the
Egyptian written draft of the
document and the "oral agree-
ment." The "oral agreement" is
interpreted in two different ways,

with Gen. Burns and the Israel
delegate on one side, and the
Egyptian delegate on the other.

(The New York Times reported
from Gaza that eleven of 14
clauses in the draft local com-
manders agreement are settled
with only three clauses still to be
agreed upon. These three, the dis-
patch says, deal with the degree
of UN participation in the opera-
tions of the local commanders
agreement, and with the level on
which the pact will be signed. The
Israelis are represented as want-
ing it signed on high political
levels and the Egyptians are re-
ported to be opposed, preferring
signature on an operational level.)

Meanwhile, Israel objected to
an Egyptian charge that Israel did
not want the UN involved in the
pact. On the contrary, the Israel
delegate insisted, "we want them,
they help us settle disputes." Gen.
Burns was optimistic at the end
of the session. However, he re-
fused to guess when a pact would
be reached. The meetings at Gaza
were recessed until next Wednes-
day.
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1,000,000 VOTE IN
ISRAEL’S ELECTIONS

‘
*

DAVID BEN-GURION

An estimated 1,000,000 went to the polls in Israel this week to
elect 120 members to the Knesset, Israel's parliament. Political ob-
servers predicted in pre-election interviews that David Ben-Gurion,
Mapai Party leader who recently came out of retirement, would be
asked next week by President Ben Zvi to return as Premier.

David Ben-Gurion last week
broadly hinted that he would re-
turn as Premier after the election.
In an article in Davar, the organ
of Mapai, he wrote: “It is evident
that the undersigned will be re-

sponsible for the composition of
the next government and its man-
agement for the next four years.”

He indicated he felt certain that
Mapai again would be the leading
party in the Knesset.

Over 23 political parties—as
well as some independent office
seekers submitted candidates
lists and vied for office this week.

Most observers feel the next
Knesset's composition won't differ
much from the outgoing one. Pre-
diction is that Hisladrut General
Council, the right-of-Mapai Pro-
gressives, may. gain somewhat.
Gershom Shocken, 42-year-old
owner-editor of "Ha'Aretz," is ex-
pected to pile up a good vote for
that party.

Mapai, the leading labor party
headed by David Ben-Gurion,
which has held the reins of gov-
ernment all along, dropped sev-
eral old members and replaced
them with younger people, such
as Ehud Avriel, a kibbutznik, who
has held many important govern-
ment and diplomatic posts. Senta
Josephthal, wife of the Jewish
Agency’s treasurer Giora Joseph-
thal, was also added to the slate.
Mapai is expected to hold its own.

Last-minute differences pre-
vented the four religious parties
from submitting a single list.
There are two religious lists:
Poale Mizrachi and Mizrachi, and
the two Aguda groups.

Mapam, left-wing labor group
that favors reorientation of Israeli
foreign policy toward the Soviet
bloc (but officially rejects Com-
munism because of its hostility to
Zionism) and the Communist
Party (which now has seven
Knesset members, but is expected
to lose some of them) made strong
bids for support from Arab
groups.

General Zionists, second largest

party in Israel, the middle-of-the-
road free enterprise party which
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William Jennings Bryan and the Rabbis
BY DAVID SCHWARTZ

(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
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to look with horror at this heretic who denied
their most sacred ideas and the Jewish community
of Holland, relatively new in the country and
insecure, sought to disassociate itself from him.

It is told of Rabbi Elchanan Spector that once
when he was believed to be dying, doctors forbade
all visitors, but the rabbi asked that an exception
be nlade in the case of a young chemist, an ad-
mitted unbeliever. The rabbi recovered, and the
chemist, puzzled why the rabbi had singled him
out, asked for an explanation.

“Well, you see,” said Rabbi Spector, “Ithought
I was dying. I expected to see my other friends in
Heaven, but since I never expect to see you there,
I thought I would like to see you for the last time.”

? The sincere unbeliever was not hated. It was

different though for the vicious, spiteful infidel. A

scoffer said to the Malbim, “Rabbi, we are told

that when a rabbi passes, one should rise; we are
also told that when a dog passes, we should sit
down. What I would like to know is what we
should do if a rabbi and dog pass simultaneously?”

“That is easy,” said the rabbi, “let us both go

out in the street and see what the people do.”

A scoffer on a train with a rabbi once asked if
the train were not really a moving house and
therefore required a mezuzah.

Yes, said the rabbi, he thought so.

Then, said the scoffer, should not the railroad
authorities be approached to have them installed.

It would be a good idea, returned the rabbi.

“But in the interim,” said the scoffer, “since
there is no mezuzah what shall we kiss?”

“Well, returned the rabbi, recognizing with
whom he was dealing, “when the mezuzah are in-
stalled, you can kiss the mezuzah, and until then
you can kiss elsewhere.”

*****

The play in which Paul Muni
is now starring, “Inherit the
Wind” goes back to the famous
Scopes trial. The state of Tennes-
see had barred the teaching of
evolution. A test case was made
with William Jennings Bryan up-
holding the anti-evolution law

and Clarence Darrow standing up

for freedom of thought.
s'

There is the story of the rabbi

of Walkowisk. His son was explaining Darwinism

to him. The rabbi reflected a moment. “So,” he

said after the pause, “according to Darwin, we are

descended from monkeys. Well, my son, I am not,

but maybe you are.”

As a rule, Jews are tolerant about such matters.

If Jennings had been a Jew, I think he would

not have directly opposed the teaching of the

evolutionary theory. Instead, he would have tried

to show that the idea of evolution does not really

contradict the account of creation in the Bible.

Jews, I think, taken as a whole, have a great deal

of respect for intellectualism and where that brings

forth heresy, their tendency is to seek to reconcile.

A Jew once said to Rabbi Pinchas Koretz. “Do

you know that Spinoza contends that man and

animals have identical natures?

“Let me ask you” responded the rabbi, “do you

know of any animals who produced a Spinoza?”

It may be said that this alleged Jewish toler-

ance was not manifest in the case of Spinoza, who

was excommunicated by the Jews. The synagogue

did excommunicate Spinoza, but there is some

evidence for the belief that the Jews were ani-

mated by a desire to protect themselves rattier to

punish Spinoza. The outside world was beginning


