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That was Rabbi Mama for you,
and, though I have forgotten the
sermons of regulars ordained rab-
bis. I keep on reverently remem-
bering mama's teachings. They
have become of the essence of my
living. She was chief rabbi of our
house.

But none of this should be
taken to mean that I am in favor
of setting women up to be rabbis
in pulpits. I am really not sure
of that being a good idea. I say
maybe it would be much better
for mamas to keep on being rab-
bis only in their own households.
Her kids are congregation enough

for mama, I guess. By serving in
the rabbinate of her own family,

she can be almost sure of raising

some fine people for Judaism.

She couldn't be that sure of suc-
cess in a temple pulpit. Were she
an ordained rabbi, she would find
most of the congregation were far
away from her. The people she
would like to preach to would be
busy with their business affairs
on the Sabbith, or, maybe, out at
the golf course. They aren't in
temple. She would be a frustrated
rabbi; better that she stay home
as rabbi among her own children.

I am not unaware of one great
lady who stood high on an altar,
so to speak. Her name was Deb-
orah, a prophetess in Israel, as the
Book of Judges tells us .

. . “I,
Deborah, arose as mother in Is-
rael,” she sang. ‘‘Deborah, a

prophetess, wife of Lapidoth, she

judged Israel at that time.”
And I think of Emma Lazarus

whose very rabbinical utterance
stands forever in poetry and in
bronze on the Statue of Liberty

.
. . "Give me your tired, your

poor, your huddled masses yearn-
ing to breathe free . . . the

wretched refuse of your teeming

shore."
Deborah and Emma Lazarus

were noble spokeswomen in the

sisterhood, but still I prefer the
rabbinate of mama at home —my

mama and yours, that is. Yes, in-
formally, long, long ago, she was
really ordained in Chapter 31 of
our Book of Proverbs. The words
of ordination: “Awoman of valor
.

.

. Her price is far above rubies.
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safely trust in her . .
. She will do

him good and not evil all the days
of his life .

. . She seeketh wool
and* flax, and worketh willingly
with her hands .

. . She ariseth
while it is yet night and giveth
meat to her household.

"She girdeth her loins with
strength, and strengtheneth her
arms . . . She layeth her hands to
the spindle and her hands hold
the distaff . . . She stretched out
her hand to the poor; yea, she
reacheth forth her hands to the
needy.

“She is not afraid of the snow
for her household; for all her
household are clothed with scar-
let .. . She maketh fine linen . . .

Strength and honor are her cloth-
ing and she shall rejoice in the
time to come . . . She openeth her
mouth with wisdom and her ton-
gue is the law of kindness.

"She lookelh well to the ways
of her household, and eateth not
the bread of idleness. Her chil-
dren rise up and call her blessed;

her husband also, and he praiseth
her . . . Favour is deceitful and
beauty is vain, but a woman that
feareth one Lord, she shall be
praised . . . Give her the fruit of
her hands, and let her own works
praise her in the gates."

That’s mama for you and may
she continue forever to be rabbi
in her own household, with her
own children as the congregation.
Mama high up in a pulpit? Naw!
She can do so much better in her
own living room.

London Paper Starts
Poll Among Readers

On Anti-Semitism

LONDON. (JTA) The Daily
Herald, one of the largest news-
papers in England and the official
spokesman for the British Labor
Party has begun polling its read-
ers on their views about Jews
and prejudice.

Following the widespread pub-
lication of the story of a 50,000
pound bequest to St. Johns Col-
lege of Cambridge on condition
that the funds not be used for
fellowships to Jews and Negroes,
the Daily Herald published a
questionnaire which it asked its
readers to fill out and return. The
questions include: “Do you like
Jews, if not, why not?” “Would
you approve of your son or
daughter marrying a Jew?” “If
you are Jewish have you any pre-
judice against persons of other
races or religions, if so state
which?”

Israel's Wage
Dispute

BY NURA LASKY
(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)
? * ? # *

JERUSALEM—
For many weeks ihis summer,

the smooth operation of the civil
service, hospital, law courts and,
for a time, also the Hebrew Uni-
versity were impaired by slow
downs, refusals to accept over-
time work, strikes and other pro-
tests against the government's
tardiness in granting higher sal-
aries to academically trained per-
sonnel.

All are agreed that the senior
civil servants, the physicians,
scientists, lawyers, engineers and
countless other members of what
Israelis call the “Intelligenzia”
deserve more than those who did
not spend years in costly univer-
sity study. A special investigating
committee, headed by the chair-
man of the Second Knesset’s Fi-
nance Committee said as much in
its interim report published in
June. But the government says it
wants to await the committee’s
final recommendations, due to be
submitted in August, before
granting new wage scales.

The 15,000 salaried technicians,
however, say their patience has
run out. They first presented their
demands a year ago—some groups
even long before then—and nego-
tiations have been dragging on
ever since. The lawyers of the
Justice Ministry and legal ad-
visers of other government de-
partments were the first to refuse
overtime work, and for two
months earlier this year their ac-
tion was felt acutely, particularly
in the courts.

Now, for weeks past, govern-
ment-employed physicians have

been doing likewise, and doctors
of other hospitals have joined,

with the result that all over the
country wards services had to be
reduced or closed. The call of the
Health Minister to outside physi-

cians to step into the breach and
take up temporary government
employment found no response

and angered the Medical Organi-
zation which takes its stand firm-
ly behind the protesting doctors.

“Ifthey have money to hire addi-
tional doctors they should also
have money to grant us the ad-
vance on salary adjustments to

come later,” runs their argument.
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Seated in the second row, from left to right: Dr. F. R. Lachman, Mrs.-N. Sarlin,
Professor O. I. Janowsky, Dr. G. S. Wise, Dr. J. S. Wunsch, Mr. M. Rivlin,
Mr. A. Skidell.

22 students from 17 American col-
leges and universities left New York
today for one year of study at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
Israel. They will take part in a pro-
gram of study specifically designed for
American college students who will
receive credit towards their degrees
from their home colleges for the work
taken at the Hebrew University. This
program was initiated by the Ameri-
can Friends of the Hebrew University.

At a reception given the students at
Hebrew-'University House, 9 East 89th
Street, N. Y. C, they were welcomed
to the Hebrew University by Dr.
George S. Wise (second row center).

Chairman of the Board of Governors
of the Hebrew University. Professor
Oscar I. Janowsky (second row third
from left). Chairman of the Academic
Ccuncil of the American Friends of
the Hebrew University, who has guided
the program, told the students that
they were bringing to Israel what was
best in American Jewry. By their devo-
tion to studies, they would, On their
return to their colleges and universi-
ties, be able to increase mutual feel-
ings of esteem and good will between
the students and faculties of the
Hebrew University and those of their
own academic institutions.
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