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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

Israel Pays Final Homage
To Victims of Air Attack

104 Jewish Scientists
In GenevaTHAT HILDY MATTER

What's religion, and is it all in
going to church or synagogue, or
in the ritual kneeling at altars, or
in carrying one of the religious
labels—Jew, Catholic, Protestant?

Or, rather, is it of the love that
knows the brotherhood, knows
kindness, mercy and justice that
are of the teaching of the Old
Testament and the New?

I am asking these questions on
account of Hildy who is four
years old and whose name has
been big in all the newspapers
lately. Her case has to do with the
essence of all religions, and espe-
cially with the divine love of her
adoptive parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Ellis of Brookline, Mass.

The Ellises themselves are Jew-
ish, but when they adopted Hildy
it didn’t matter to them that she
had been born out of a Catholic
mother. She was 10 days old when
they took her as their own by con-
sent of her unwed mother.
Through four years they brought
her up and their love was of that
essence: The love that is Jewish
and Christian, too, and Moslem
as well. And what could matter
any religious label that was on
her at her birth? v

Now, after the four years, her
original mother has gone to court:
She wants Hildy back. She says

she didn't know at the time that

the Ellises are Jewish. She wants
Hildy taken from them and
brought up in a Catholic institu-
tion instead of in this Jewish
home.

The courts will have to say

whether in the exercise of religion
there is permissible a cruelty that

would tear a child from the only
parents she ever knew; whether
by the laws, which protect cattle,

brutal assault may be inflicted on
the heart of a child in the name

of religion.
I come to these meditations

upon receiving a letter from the

Wittsiein-Middleman Post, Amer-

ican Legion, of our city; the letter
is all about Hildy. Wittstein- Mid-
dleman Post is almost all Jewish
in membership. Their letter was

addressed to Judge Raymond S.
Wilkins of the Massachusetts Su-
preme Court.

WittStein-Middleman weren’t
writing to the judge as Jews, but

only as men who have some idea
of what religion is all about. In-
deed, they told the judge that the
Hildy case isn’t an issue of any

particular religion at all. The Le-
gion’s constitution would forbid
any appeal based on a matter of

religion by a post of the American
Legion . . . “We know no race,

color or creed. But we do know

and recognize honor and social
justice, a cardinal principle of the
American Legion.

"Our Legion Fosi feels that the

moral law supercedes the written

law in the Ellis case; that social
justice should recognize the pater-

nal love of a family which look a

fatherless child and nurtured it to

young childhood; that a danger-

ous precedent would be set if a

child is lorn from those whom it
(Continued on Page 5)

TEL AVIV, (JTA) An entire country mourned last week as
the 58 victims of a Bulgarian air attack on an unarmed El A1 Con-
stellation passenger plane were laid to rest in a common grave in
the new Tel Aviv cemetery.

GENEVA, (JTA) A total of 104 Jews were among the 600
scientists—from all over the world—who gathered at Geneva thisLeaders of the nation were

among the thousands who partici-
pated in the moving services as
rabbis, two Catholic priests and a
Protestant cleric performed the
religious services. The victims, in
unmarked coffins were laid to rest
in a long, common grave which
the Catholic priests sanctified.

Meanwhile, the Swiss Govern-,

ment informed the United States
that the American protest against
the wanton assault by Bulgarian
airmen had been delivered to
Sofia, and the Bulgarian Govern-
ment, in an amazing public con-

fession, admitted that trigger-
happy Bulgarian fighter pilots

had shot down the Israeli pas-
senger liner without having first
given it ample warning to land.
The Bulgarians promised compen-

sation to the families of their vic-
tims, payment to Israel of the
cost of the plane and measures to
prevent a recurrence.

Israel cancelled its planned par-
ticipation in an international
trade fair which was scheduled to
be held in Bulgaria later this year
an Israel Foreign Ministry spokes-
man declared.

The bodies of the 58 men, wo-
men and children, including 12
Americans, were flown to Tel
Aviv from Istanbul and brought
to the cemetery in a 200-vehicle
caravan led by Army trucks.

Among the mourners were the

President's adjutant. Premier

week for the 14 day International
of Atomic Enegry.

This fact is rather astounding to
many diplomats here because of
the disproportion between total
Jewish population on the one
hand and Jewish eminence in
science on the other.

World attention is focused on
the Geneva United Nations Euro-
pean headquarters. The interna-
tional conference on the peaceful
uses of Atomic Energy will meet
for two weeks of sessions in which
the world will learn from its lead-
ing scientists how modern man
proposes to heed the ancient Jew-
ish prophet's call for turning
swords into ploughshares. At Ge-
neva, the Jew's brilliance in
science has converged with the
traditional Jewish desire for
peace.

From the beginning of the
atomic era, scientists who were
Jewish played an important—-
some believe a vital—role. Now
at Geneva, when the means are
being organized for the use of
atomic energy for peace—instead
of for destruction—Jews again
play a role far above their minor-
ity status. >

Albert Einstein's special theory

of relativity had aided world

science in its reach toward the

mysteries locked in the atom. Ein-

stein's famous letter to Franklin

Conference on the Peaceful Uses

Delano Roosevelt motivating the
placing of America's vast indus-
trial, military and monetary
powers behind the scientists who
finally produced the atom bomb—-
and later the hydrogen monster of
destruction. Dozens of Jewish
scientists, many of them refugees
from Nazi and Fascist persecution,
worked on the many teams that
produced the atom bombs. In
overall control of the principal
laboratory that made the bomb
possible was a Jew, Dr. J. Robert
Oppenheimer. And now, at Ge-
neva, where the United Nations
has brought world science to-
gether for an all-out effort to
translate atomic energy into bene-
ficence, Jews again play an extra-
ordinary part.

When the last General Assem-
bly here voted to call the confer-
ence which opened in Geneva
August 8, an advisory committee
was established to help Secretary-
General Dag Hammarskjold or-
ganize the world meeting of
scientists. On that committee were
representatives of seven nations.
Out of the seven, two were fa-
mous Jewish scientists—Dr. I. I.
Rabi representing the United
States, and Dr. Bertrand Gold-
schmidt representing France.

When the conference was called
,to order in Geneva, the United
Slates—as befits the most power-
ful of nations—was represented
by the largest delegation of all, a
delegation comprising 324 out-
standing Americans. Head of the
entire delegation is a Jew, one
interested in higher Jewish educa-
tion, Rear Admiral Lewis L.
Strauss, chairman of the United
Stales Atomic Energy Commis-
sion. And an official member of
the delegation's lop group of five
men is Dr. Rabi.

But those officially on the dele-
gation or among its advisors are
not the only participants. There
are many other American scient-
ists represented through special
papers, reports and abstracts. Os
these, 62 are Jews!

Israel is one of the youngest
independent nations in the world,
one of the more recent nations to
become a member of the United
Nations. Israel is represented at
the conference in Geneva by 10
scioniisls. Os the slightly more
than 1,000 scientific papers pre-
sented to the conference, six have
originated in Israel. No more than
about a third of the papers sub-
mitted to the conference are being
read for on-the-spot discussion—-
the remainder will be printed as

part of the proceedings. But of

Israel's six submission, half—three

paper—were on the conference

agenda for oral preentation and

discussion.

Moshe Sharelt, members of his
Cabinet, many deputies. Chief
Rabbi Yitzhak Nissim and Tel
Aviv Chief Rabbi I. J. Unterman,
the Ambassadors of the United
States and Britain, the Ministers
of Turkey, Finland, Guatemala,
Brazil and Belgium, and the
charge d'affaires of a number of
other stales. Also in the funeral
procession were top Army offi-
cers, police officials, religious
leaders, judges, members of the
Jewish Agency and Mayor Chaim
Levanon of Tel Aviv.

At the cemetery, an El A1 guard
of honor lowered each coffin into

the long trench-like grave as the
recitation of Psalms by rabbis
were heard mingling with the
sobs of relatives of the martyrs.
After the grave was covered, the
relatives recited a mass Kaddish
(prayer for the dead).

Rabbi Unterman eulogized the
dead and prayed for their fami-
lies, after which Premier Sharelt
told the mourners that they had
laid at rest men, women and chil-
dren who "had perished as vic-
tims of a wanton and savage as-
sault. The revolting brutality and
callous disregard for the sanctity
of human life revealed in this
murderous attack will remain the

subject of universal execration

and serve as a stern warning for

the future."

Southerners Touring Europe
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Pictured above are a group of Blue Star
Campers now touring Europe and Israel. During
their seventy days abroad the group will spend a
month in England, France, Switzerland, and Italy,
and two weeks in Israel. The second annual stu-

dent tour is conducted by Camp Blue Star in

Hendersonville. North Carolina, founded and di-

rected by Herman and Harry Popkin.

Pictured are left to rijht: Alan Duke. Uni-
versity Heights, Ohio; Jeannie Rosenberg. Atlanta,

Georgia; Mrs. Elsie Levin. Tour Leader,, Gaines-

ville, Florida; Stephen Chanin, Macon, Georgia;

Beverly Stein. Atlanta. Georgia; Steve Zager.

Greensboro, North Carolina; and Arlene Green-

berg, Atlanta, Georgia.


