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l Last week we reported an interview
we had had with Dr. S. R. Slavson, noted

| child psychologist and Director of Group
Therapy of the Jewish Board of Guard-
ians of New York, who opined that he
did not sanction second language instruc-
tion at the early age of eight or nine
years of age . . . Dr. Slavson was dis-
cussing the question of Hebrew schools
in particular, and claimed that the teach-
ing of reading and writing of any lan-
guage to a young child is dangerous to
his mental health, ana that the introduc-
tion of a second language close upon the

heels of the instruction of a first
language is not wise . .

.

This week we bring to your at-
tention an article which appeared
in the Api'il issue of the Recon-
structionist magazine . . . The
question in this case. “At What
Age Should a Child Begin Study-
ing Hebrew?” is proposed by an
educator. Hyman Chanover, rabbi
and associate editor of The Syna-
gogue School . . .

Rabbi Chanover begins by re-
minding the reader that it is the
Torah which admonishes us that
“At five a child should be ready
to undertake the study of Torah.”
. . . And he continues by saying
that modern educators back up
the contentions of the Hebrew
“fathers” in their demand for
early language instruction . . .

Chanover then turns to modern
authority and quotes Wilder Pen-
field. director of the Montreal
Neurological Institute who argued
that the psychology of the mind
is such as to cause it “to special-
ize in the learning of language be-
fore the ages of 10 and 14.” .

. .

He contends that during the en-
suing adolescent years the human
brain is less receptive to language
learning as it moves into the j
sphere of abstract thinking . . . j

Is this theory of emotional con-
flicts introduced by bi-lingual
studies altogether false? .

.
. Rabbi

Chanover here refers to Dr. Nich-
olas Hobbs of Peabody College:

“It has been asserted, and there
are occasional cases which may
seem to support the contention. J
that the learning of a second lan- j
guage creates emotional difficul-
ties for a child, that its effects
may be harmful. I think we can j
dismiss concern for this allega- (
tion. Evidence is drawn largely
from case studies of bilingual
children where other factors, such

as a conflict between the cultural
patterns of the home and of the
community are central tq the
child’s difficulties, and language
only a minor part of the picture.
(Other inferences for Jewish edu-
cation are here obvious). Careful
studies of college students with
bilingual backgrounds show that
they are no worse nor better ad-
justed than tlteir fellows.”

And so we come to that perti-
nent question again: at which age

should Hebrew instruction begin?

.
.

. Rabbi Chanover answers:
"Hebrew educators wh o have i

tenderly nurtured the growth of
a respectable bilingual nursery-
kindergarten movement in Amer-
ica will find a strong ally in the
most recent developments in the
general field of foreign language
teaching. For a number of com-
munities, kindergarten tots in the
public schools are being taught to
dabble and babble in other ton-
gues. In the vanguard of this new
and already promising venture
have been the School Boards of
St. Louis, San Diego and Los
Angeles. In 1950, the last named
issued an ‘lnstructional Guide for
Teaching Spanish in the Elemen-
tary Grades’ which gave a promi-
nent spot to a language curricu-
lum for the kindergarten. Teach-
ers of second languages in the ele-
mentary schools are now virtually

convinced of what Jewish educa-
tors have long maintained: that
the most opportune time for a
child to begin is in the early
years."

He concludes his remarks with:
“An early, positive beginning in

Hebrew can provide the child
with a durable foundation in his
Jewishness linguistically and in-
tellectually. to say nothing of

(helping him adjust psychological-
ly to the realities of present-day
living as a Jew. There has always
been great emotional and spiritual
cogency for this belief. Today the
hands of the Jewish educator are
being strengthened through the
instrumentality of science.”

| Os course contentions between
opposing theories of scientists is
always confusing to the lay mind.

; and the question to teach or not to

I teach at an early age continues to

i puzzle the Jewish parent . .
.

However, ifyou willbear with me
for yet another column on the
question of “what age Hebrew in-
struction?” . .

I think there is
still another point of view to pre-
sent, and if we delve long enough
into the words of the wise we will
find that where there is method
there is little madness . . .

This for next week
. .

.

JEWISH AGENCY HEARS
OPTIMISTIC REPORT ON

U. J. A. AND BOND DRIVE

JERUSALEM. (JTA) Confi-
dence that the United Jewish Ap-

jpeal drive and the Israel bond
! sales campaign this year would
jraise at least as much money for

Israel as last year was expressed

here by Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz,

i head of the bond organization at
a meeting of the Jewish Agency
executive.

In July, a report to the meeting
aiso revealed that some 2.500 new
immigrants had entered Israel.
The executive issued a statement
of condolence to the families of
the 58 victims of the El A1 crash
in Bulgaria.
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Charleston A.Z.A. to Hold Annual Sweetheart Dance

Yelta Berkman Harriet Berkman

The 10th Annual Sweetheart Dance of the
Charleston Chapter No. 143 of Aleph Zadik Aleph
willbe held on Monday night, August 22nd in the

Colonial Room of the Francis Marion Hotel in
Charleston, S. C. The dance will begin at 9 P. M.
and end at 12 midnight. The music will be furn-
ished by Buddy Shaw and his orchestra.

The highlight of the dance will be the crown-
ing of the 1955 Sweetheart by Miss Rosalind
Toporek, reigning sweetheart. After the crowning,
the new sweetheart will dance with each of the
60 members of the chapter during the “Sweetheart
Song.” Candidates for the honor are Miss Harriet
Berkman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Berk-
man: Miss Yetta Berkman, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Sidney Berkman; Miss Joyce Kline, daugh-
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Phyllis Rundbaken

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kline; and Miss Phyllis
Rundbaken, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abe Rund-
baken.

The dance is being held in connection with a

Sweetheart Weekend, August 20th through 22nd.
On Saturday night, August 20, an informal cabaret
social is to take place. A watermelon cut and
beach party will be held on Sunday night, August

21st with the Sweetheart Dance following on

Monday night. Out-of-town guests from Jackson-
ville, and Miami, Florida; Savannah, Augusta, and

Atlanta, Georgia; Columbia, S. C.; Charlotte, N. C.

and several other southern cities are expected to

attend this affair which will be one of the best

in the Southern region of A. Z. A.

TICTOB BORGE SUDS
"EXCLUSIVE” TV COHTIACT

ton Berle, Groucho Marx and Bob
Hope, to mention a few comics
who have no partners.

Final Results of Israel
Elections; Knesset

Seats Allocated
B LEON GUTTERMAN

(Copyright. 1955. Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

—HOLLYWOOD

CBS Television has engaged the exclusive services of comedian
Victor Borge. Under the terms of the agreement, Victor will star in
two special one hour programs and make guest appearances on
several network series.

The special programs will pre-
sent the droll Danish Jewish pian-
ist comedian in typical one man
performances, and will be among

the highlights of the season’s spe-

cial programming being devised
by CBS.

Since Victor Borge's recognition
as one of America's foremost

musician comedians, he has made
guest appearances on many top

television programs, among them
"Toast of the Town" and "Person
to Person."

Before his success in America,
Victor was hailed as Copenhagen’s
reigning wit. With the Nazi inva-
sion of his homeland. Borge. who

had all of Europe in laughter at

his lampooning of Hitler, escaped

to become a citizen of the United
States. Although he had become
the highest paid star of stage,
screen, radio, and motion pictures
in all Scandanavia and much of
Europe, he suddenly learned that

he would have to build his repu-

tation over again ..
. starting with

the study of the English language.

His instant popularity won him
repeat engagements in night
clubs, radio and television. Cur-
rently he is starring on Broadway,
in “Comedy in Music,” which is
now in its second capacity audi-
ence year.

* * * * *

Former MGM studio boss Louis
B. Mayer says that he would like
to retire from the chairmanship of

Cinerama. "Ihave had 47 years in

motion pictures, and that's enough

for anyone. I hope. too. I will
never be tempted to play an ac

live role in production."
With regards to film star build-

ing. Mayer says that the first es-

sential quality is personality. “If
you can teach fleas to perform,

JERUSALEM, (JTA) Official
allocation of the 120 seats in the
new Israel Parliament elected on
July 26, gave the Mapai (Labor)
Party, which ran first in the elec-
tions. 40 seats under the propor-

tional representation system. The
right wing Herut Party, which ran
second in the popular ballotting.

received 15 seats. The General
Zionist Party won 13 seats.

The National Religious Front,

composed of the Mizrachi and
Hapoel Hamizrachi parties, will
have 11 seats in the new Knesset.
The Achdut Avodah Party will
have ten seats; the Mapam Party,
nine; Agudah. six: Communists,
six: Progressives, five, and the

three Arab slates, together, five
j seats.

A total vote of 876,085 was cast
in the countrywide elections. Os
these, 22.866 ballots were invali-
dated. Six groups which offered

i slates in the election failed to re-
ceive one percent of the valid vote
and consequently, under the pro-
portional representation system,
received no representation in the
Knesset.

surely, you can teach human
beings to act,” he states.

* * * * *

Judy Holliday tells us: "Re-
member. when you are telling
people your troubles, half of them
aren't interested and the other
half are glad to see you're finally
getting what's coming to you."

O * * * $

According to Sophie Tucker:
“A youthful figure is something
you get when you ask a woman
her age.”

* * * * *

Bandleader Ted Lewis, who will:
be the subject of a film biography
this fall, will mark his 45th anni-
versary in show business starling
this November. At that time he'll
be at the Cocoanut Grove in Los
Angeles. Also, Ted will mark his
40th wedding anniversary to his
wife, Adah. Both have been ac-
tive in various charities and phil-
anthropies.

* * * « *

If Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin
split up as a team. Jerry will go
it alone, and Hollywood thinks
he'll be greater than ever without

j a partner. The break between ;
Jerry and Dean appears past the ‘
healing state despite the efforts of I
studio executives, agents, attor- i
neys and friends.

Attempts to bring the pair to-
gether into even a semblance of
friendliness have flopped. If any- j
thing, their estrangement has
worsened rather than lessened in
recent weeks.

Hollywood brains believe that ’
Jerry could go it alone very
easily as does Danny Kaye, Mil-
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