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A SECOND HAGADDAH?
There is an idea being proposed by

Dr. Isaac I. Schwartzbart, director of
the World Jewish Congress' Organi-
zation Department, that the heroic
story of the Warsaw Uprising be set
up as a new Hagaddah to be related
on the anniversary of the momentous
upheaval, and to remind the present
generations of the need of rebuilding
and restoring the vast Jewish cultural
losses sustained at the hands of the
Nazis.

Dr. Schwartzbart points out that in many sections of the
globe Jewish communities have organized their own type of
observances in memory of the Ghetto heroes and the six
million dead. He hopes the movement will become permanent.

In conclusion he adds: "There is no common denominator
between the Hagaddah devoted to the joyous celebration of
liberation and freedom (Passover) and the commemoration
of the destruction of one-third of our people." He proposed,
instead, "to perpetuate in the most epic manner the story of
the annihilation . . . with the heroic revolt of the Warsaw
Ghetto in the center of the recital ..."

We do not agree with Dr. Schwartzbart.
It seems to us that there is a noticeable relationship be-

tween the Warsaw Uprising and the story of Passover.
Those who fought the Nazis from behind the Ghetto

walls of Warsaw, fought for the same dignity of human life
for which Moses struck when he defied the pharoahs. The
parallels are so obvious it is a wonder Dr. Schwartzbart is
blind to them. The enslavement by the Egyptians and the
treachery of the Nazis are not dissimilar. Each tyrant mur-
dered to that extent which he deemed necessary to hold his
power. And it might be remembered that neither the Israelites
in Egypt, nor the Jews of Warsaw, took the final stand
against their oppressors until it was apparent that the very
life of the people was at stake: Moses fought with the edict
of the death of the first sons, and the Warsaw Jew with
total anniliation.

Let not this new Hagaddah be a theme for mourning—-
"a ritual of remembrance." The fighters of Warsaw fought
for liberation even as did Moses. And even as Moses led his
followers out of Egypt into the Land of Promise, so did the
survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto find their way to the Prom-
ised Land where, like their ancestors of old. became the
builders of a new community.

Those who died in the gallant fight on the Ghetto walls
have lived strong and brilliant in memory to inspire others
to build a new life in Eretz Israel; to sustain their ideologies
and their concept of how a man should live and how a man
should die. In truth the most astounding story that should be
included in the new Hagaddah, if it is organized, would be
the manner in which this doomed community lived out their
last days, educating their children and improving themselves.

No, we do not think the time is ripe to write this second
Hagaddah. Let time mellow the story and let history give it
proper focus. Dr. Schwartzbart might find that there is more
to be remembered than he, at this moment, imagines.—E.K.M.

CALAMITYIN ISRAEL?
A reader from Tampa reports that the Tampa Tribune has

publicized a story concerning the affect of the cleavage of
Mapai and Mapam on the kibbutz system of Israel. The head-
line reads: “Disaster Threatens Israel’s Socialism.”

We are asked for an opinion. The kibbutz in question,

Ain Harod, is one where violence has broken out and almost
paralyzed the settlement. This is the illustration brought to

the attention of Tribune readers.
This type of alarm which was instigated by a report

made by the North American Newspaper Alliance is reminis-

cent of the concern which has been expressed by northern

relatives of the plight of southerners in the path of recent
(Continued on page 0)
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I The
[Jewish
I Quiz
I Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Why is it custom-
ary for the worshippers to turn
to each other and say "Sholom
Aleichcm" when blessing .the ap-
pearance of the new moon?

ANSWER: Several reasons have
been advanced for this custom.
One is that this expression is a
means of displaying happiness and
happiness is in order since the
beholding the new moon is com-
parable to beholding the presence
of the Almighty himself. A most
interesting reason for this greet-
ing is given by those who trace
the source of this exchange of
greetings to the original incident
described by the rabbis which
brought about the feeling of un-
rest between the sun and the
moon.

The moon had complained that
two luminaries could not share

¦ the heavens, and had been pun-

-1 ished for this by having its light
: reduced. The reappearance of the

1 moon indicates that the moon had
been forgiven and its light is re-

! appearing as a symbol that it will
someday reappear in full strength.
This makes the people aware of
the folly of jealousy and the wis-
dom of making peace with one
another.
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QUESTION: Why is it custom-
ary to exclaim "David King of Is-
rael liveth and existeth" during
the ceremony of blessing ihe new

’ moon?

ANSWER: The house of David
has been compared with the moon.
One of our great commentaries
has indicated that just as the
moon grows larger for fifteen
days and then gets smaller until
it almost disappears, so did the
house of David reign during the

time of fifteen kings and then it
grew smaller until there is prac-
tically no such rulership. Yet, as
the moon shall rise and does, so

will the House of David be re-

established.
It is claimed that this expres-

sion also had a practical purpose.
Originally the new moon was
blessed and sanctified in the capi-

tal of Israel which was in the
portion of Judah ruled by the

House of David. Later, when the

center of Torah was transferred
to Galilee, the center of authority
was transferred there. Still, such
things as the sanctification of the

new moon was preferably done in

Judah. Then, after a tragic acci-
dent happened the rite of sanctifi-
cation was transferred to Galilee.
Yet, to reaffirm pur hopes that

some day the center of authority

would again be restored to Judah
and the House of David, this ex-

clamation was offered at the sanc-
tification of the new moon. And
so it remained with us even in the

diaspora as a symbol of our faith
in the Messianic Era.
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BE A MAGICIAN
WHITE

Dr. Marcus Bloch, L-Hy

President
EASTERN MAGICAL SOCIETY

240 Riving ton Street

New York 2, N. Y.
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Between You and Me
BY BORIS SIUOLAR (Copyright, 1955, Jewish Telegraphic
os ownw onvuAii Agency, Inc.)

, "TEEN-AGE" MOODS

The “teen-age problem,” which is consider-
j ed a serious problem in this country, does not

I seem to be serious as far as Jewish teen-agers
j are concerned , . . Judging from a survey

| conducted in New York among Jewish chil-
! dren of lower and middle class families, the
I following picture emerges . . . Eleven-year-
I old girls use lipstick and thirteen-year-old
I boys are already smoking . .

. They wish to
be considered sophisticated adults . . . However, they do not
like to go to places where crowds are “rough” . . . They know
little about Jewish religion because religious practices in
their homes are often confused .

. . About fifty percent of
them take lessons in singing, dancing, music and art .

.
.

Among the tenth-graders there is a surprising number who
hold after-school jobs such as baby-sitting, newspaper
routes, delivery, sales, and volunteer jobs in hospitals

. .
.

Most of them do not work for the money, but because they
want to be “independent” . . . These jobs involve working
two or more afternoons a week and sometimes all day Satur-
day . . . Home work takes a good part of most of the young-
ster’s weekday evenings .

.
. Most of them manage to see at

least one TV show nightly . .
. Homework is sometimes a

social affair as a group of friends study together . . . The
youngsters go to the movies at least once a week .

.
. What

do they want to do in the free time left them? Dates take
priority . .

. For the boys sports also rate high . . . When
asked how many times they would come to a Jewish center if
offered the kind of activity they wanted, the reply was: from
once a week to once a month . . . Many thought that the cen-

ters were for delinquens and not for “people like us” . . .

Others thought there are too many adults watching them in

the centers —“too many snoopervisors” ... A large proportion
of the boys said they joined after-school centers maintained
by the Board of Education to play basketball at a fee of 500
a year .

. . The survey, which was conducted among Jewish
teen-agers” of 13 and 16 years of age, established that Jewish
boys avoid association with “wild”youngsters in their neigh-
borhood, while the girls prefer to be in the company of “nice
Jewish boys” . . . The parents of the children among whom
the survey was carried out were civil service employees,
teachers, taxi drivers, small shop owners, garment workers,

etc . , .
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