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house, papa shook that canister of
sweet spices and filled the room
with their fragrance. We under-
stood it meant the sweet, good
week ahead that was hoped for.

This also was of the Sabbath
practice of our friends and neigh-
bors. There was nothing solemn
about our Shabbos, though. Papa
and mama relaxed pleasantly and
we kids played as usual. We had
the idea that gentle playing was
of the ordinance of God, but no
rough stuff was allowed.

But now—what’s become of the
Sabbath of old? Shabbos now is
a busy day for many a papa and
mama. Papa has to be at his busi-
ness place and mama needs to go
shopping. No time for the peace
and contentment of old Sabbath
days.

The schul isn't crowded; the
worshippers are for the most part
the old or elderly who have re-
mained faithful to the Sabbath
habit from their youth. In Reform
temples the Sabbath worshippers
are, in the main women—elderly
widows who come to recite the
Kaddish for their husbands.

I remember: Years ago I was a
member of the board of a Reform
temple. The board was feeling
troubled because so few men
came to Sabbath service; often
there was not a man to assist the

rabbi in the reading of the Torah,

to carry the scroll, to say the
blessings.
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So the temple board voted to
draft its members to go to temple
on the Sabbath, to be of help to
the rabbi. For each Sabbath two
board members were chosen to be
in temple.

That’s the way it goes these
days. I recall a column I wrote
back in the 30’s. In that period
the five-day work week was com-
ing into practice and in my col-
umn I took up the role of prophet:
I said the five-day week may
mean that more and more Jews
would be going to schul on the
Sabbath.

Well, since that time the five-
day week has become almost uni-
versal—with Saturday off for
many—but has Sabbath attend-
ance increased in the synagogue
much if any. The one who's off
on Saturday observes the day by
sleeping later; by the time he is
out of bed and has had his break-
fast, it's 100 late for synagogue.
So my prophecy was wrong
which goes to show what I said

earlier in this column: That a

columnist really doesn't know
everything.

And now it is being proposed

that Sunday, instead of Saturday,

be established as the Jewish Sab-
bath, and would that work?
Would the papas be up on time
for synagogue service on Sunday?
Sunday is the traditional day for
sleeping late. Out of bed, finally,

papa may think of going to the
golf course, or he has to read the
Sunday paper which has some-
thing like 75 pages to be read, or
there’s the temptation of a long

drive out into the country.
What, then about Sunday in-

stead of Saturday? As one who
fell down in his prophetic utter-

ance on the five-day week im-
proving Sabbath attendance. I

hesitate to hand down a positive
answer to the question: Should
the Jewish Sabbath be on Sunday

instead of Saturday?

I should add that the Christian
churches nowadays are worried in
the same way; How to bring peo-
ple out to services on their Sab-
bath? Oh, the happy Shabbos days

when I was so young!
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Soviet Reflections
Isaac Babel was one of Soviet

Russia’s most gifted writers . . .

However, he “disappeared” after
two volumes of his short stories
had been published . .

. This,
despite the fact that he was a
fighter in Soviet Russia’s first
armed units and wonderfully de-
scribed his experiences at the
front with Marshall Budenny’s
cavalry in the Red Army cam-
paign against Poland in 1920 . . .

Many of his short stories deal
with Jewish life under the So-
viets and are considered literary
gems . . . They provoked a good
deal of attention in this country
when they appeared in English
translation several years ago,
published by Schoken Books . . .

Now Criterion Publishers has
issued a volume of Babel’s col-
lected short stories, immortaliz-
ing the great Russian-Jewish
author whose name is taboo in
his native land . . . “The Collect-
ed Stories” by Babel are prefaced
with an introduction by Lionel
Trilling who says that the author
died in a Soviet concentration
camp . . . There is no question
that some of the short stories he
published were —on second
thought—disliked by the Soviet
rulers . .

. They are written with
The kind of irony which was still
permitted in the early years of
the Soviet revolution, but was
not tolerated later . . . They are
also more on the humane side
rather than on the conventional
propaganda side with which the
Soviet lfterature of today is oc-

cupied . . . For Jewish readers
Babel’s excellent short stories are
of special interest because they

reflect Jewish life in Russia in
the early period of the revolu-
tion . . .

—(Boris Smolar)

222 DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS AWARDED TO MEN AND WOMEN
GRADUATES OF 7 DIVISIONS AT YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
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RECIPIENTS OF COMMENCEMENT HONORS: Seated (left to right)*
Max J. Etra, chairman, Board of Trustees; Max Stern, founder of the Univer*
sitys Stern College for Women; Dr. Samuel Belkin, president of Yeshiva
University; N. Y. State Attorney General Jacob K. Javits; and Herman Wouk,
author and visiting professor of English at the University. Standing: Dr. Carroil
V. Newsom, N. Y. State Associate Commissioner for Higher Education; Rabbi
Oscar Z. Fasman, president, Hebrew Theological College, Chicago; Maurtea
Pollack, prominent Canadian philanthropist; and Rabbi Philip Goodman,
director of Jewish Education, Jewish Center Division, National Jewish
Welfare Board.

Honorary degrees went to Messrs. Stern, Javits, Wouk and Newsom and
K“»bi Fasman. Mr. Pollack received the Diploma of Distinguished Service
and Rabbi Goodman the Mordecai Ben David Award.
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Say ....

Happy New Year
TO RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

THROUGH

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY
Your greeting in the 1955 Rosh Hashonah issue of The Southern Jewish

Weekly, containing 168 pages, will reach practically all your relatives,
friends and acquaintances in the South on September 15th, just prior to the
Jewish New Year holidays.

It will save you the bother and expense of sending individual greeting
cards—or cut down on the number you usually send.

Greetings from out of town readers ESPECIALLY invited.

It will evidence your interest in " ' .¦ ¦¦ ¦¦¦¦. |

the general Jewish Community. It Wl!* fftCTC fllVffV
is the ORIGINAL, logical and 11 VUJIO UHII 1

easiest way of expressing your good U.OO
wishes to all those dear to you.

FILL OUT THIS
.

COUPON AND |
MAIL AT ONCE « THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

| P. O. Box 5588, Jacksonville 7, Florida.

I Enclosed find SI.OO for which please insert my New 1

I Year's Greeting Card in your 1955 Rosh Hashonah edition. |
| Name |

_ I Address I
OR CALL I

MISS SANDRA SAFER iCity J
EX 8*1523 I We shall bill you after publication, if you wish.
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