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of having done to . . .

I have been trying to decide
what is the force which makes
Hadassah the gigantic success that
it is ... Mrs. Helen Reid, owner of
the New York Herald Tribune,
termed Hadassah the greatest or-
ganization in the world ... If it
is so—what makes it that? ... I
tried to decide . ..

No longer is there * central fig-
ure to inspire and hold the organ-
isation together by sheer weight
of personality .... Henrietta
Scold's name is becoming a little
dim. and Judith Epstein is not the
active force she once was . . .

True, there are national women
who have loyal followers in dif-
ferent parts of the country, but
today there is no one dominating
personality ... And as was point-
ed out at the Convention, people
react to people much more than
they do to ideals and causes . . .

Who, or what does it for Hadas-
sah? . . .

I think I would say it is the
Israelis—the Dr. Kalman Manns,
Director General of Hadassah in
Israel, and the Miriam Grindtts,
Chairman of the Hadassah Coun-
cil in Israel ... I suppose in the
final analysis it is Israel itself, but
these personalities bring Israel
very close to the American Jew-
ish woman in Hadassah . . . Then,
too, I think it must be admitted
that Hadassah is an organization
dedicated to service rather than
to politics, and, so through it, the
pulse of the Israeli is looked for,
and felt by the women who hold
Israel’s hand in sickness and
health ...

What was the highlight of the
convention? . . . Actually, the
session which created the most
discussion was the one on Educa-
tion . . . This did not create the
upsurging of emotion which was
caused by such speakers as Gen-
eral Carlos Romuelo of the Phil-
ippines. Nachum Goldmann, Elea-
nor Roosevelt, or the dynamic
presentation of the Hadassah
Medical Organization program by
Or. Kalman Mann, but it left the
delegates with a challenge other
than that of fund-raising ... Rah-

Back hame from the Hadassah Na-
tional Convention it is most comfortable
to think in retrospect of the event ... I
say "comfortable" because delegates and
guests sat and listened for four days to
an array of speakers which were shovel-
ed in by the bunches . . . One evening
six speakers appeared on the same plat-

form ... The pity of it was that each one

was outstanding, and worth a trip to

Illinois to hear ... But. of course, Hadas-
sah is a well-disciplined organization,
and like a good delegate I sat and took
it all in, and am glad for the opportunity
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bi Maurice Pekarsky, Hillel Di-
rector of the University of Chi-
cago, said to the delegates that
Jewish life and Jewish education
can become meaningful only
"when we stop thinking in terms
of Jewish survival, and begin to
think of these things as an ex-
pression of our innermost
selves ..."

Dr. Ira Eisenstein was the mod-
erator and he said that the way
to evaluate Jewish education is
by the numbers which return to
be teachers in the schools where
they studied .

.
.

Dr. David Weinstein of Harvard
University spoke of the need for
Hebrew studies . . . The young
Hebraist was such a decided rep-

lica of Robert Taylor that his ap-
pearance on the dais almost
"wrecked" the session . . .

These men are all giants in
their field, and I still say that
people respond to people, and in
the field of education one gentle-
man was not there who should
have been there ... He is Chi-
cago’s own Ben Aronim who wrote
the ‘‘Miracleof Casablanca” which
was presented by the Jewish chil-
dren of Chicago at the Tuesday
evening Youth Aliyah session .

. .

Here is a man who inspires
through his very love of the He-
braic, and of youth . . .

This, too, is needed, dedicated
teachers who inspire imitation . .

Perhaps here, too, lies the sec-
ret of Hadassah . . . Her women
are eager to learn, and to do, and
they summon the best the world
has to offer, and they imitate . . .

To attend a convention which
heralds the finest and is com-
posed of over 3,000 would-be
imitators is quite an experience ..

Etz Hayim
Congregation

Announces Services

Early Friday Evening Services
will be held at the Etz Hayim
Synagogue, 29 West 6th Street,
at 5:00 P. M. Sabbath morning
services begin at 8:30 A. M. Rabbi
Joshua Sodden will speak on the
Biblical portion of the week. Rev.
Benjamin Safer will chant the
Liturgy. On Saturday afternoon,
Rabbi Sodden will conduct his
weekly Bible class at 4:15 P. M.
Evening services will follow.
Sunday morning services begin at
8:30 A. M., weekday mornings at
7:30 A. M.

Etz Hayim’s weekly Oneg Shab-
bat will be held on Friday eve-
ning at 8:00 P. M. This “Friday,
Nov. 11, being Veterans Day,
Rabbi Sodden will speak on the
topic “Humanitv’s Unpaid Debt.”
A reception will be held after the
services. Mrs. Elie Dayan and
Mrs. Harry Shapiro will be
hostesses.

“I just love nature,” a stout
producer’s wife gushed to
Groucho Marx the other night.

“That’s loyalty,” Groucho mut-
tered to a bystander, “after what
nature did to her.”

By Ethel "Teddy" Mcscovils
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PLAIN TALK
Continued from Page 1)

really winged saints compared to
most of the elders.)

Well, the hour was 1 p. m. and
the regular Yom Kippur service
in the temple had been adjourned
for the children’s services. The
house was full of them and I could
find a seat only in the back row.

A boy and girl stood at the
altar to read the service; the rabbi
presided but the reading to God
was almost all out of these two
kids. Worthy spokesmen to God, I
was thinking. Worthier than most
of us bigger ones.

The boy reads: “We have come
together for Yom Kippur service
. . . Let us begin by listening. Let
us try to listen to God speaking to
us. Where can we find Him? We
can find Him all around us but
we can hear Him best if all is
quiet . . . Listen first of all to the
music ... in the stillness around
you.”

The girl reads: "Do you know
what this melody is? It is an old,

old song called Kol Nidre . . .

Hundreds and hundreds of years
your father's fathers and your
mother's mothers listened to it
just as you do now. The melody
is like a bird which has wings. It
flies up to heaven and carries,

with it many thoughts and pray-
ers of our people . . . prayers of
Yom Kippur asking God to for-
give us for the bad things we have
done and to help us to be better
in our thoughts and deeds to-
morrow.

The boy: “Ifyou would be ask-
ed, what is the most important
verse in the Bible, some would
say this and some that. Many
thousands of years ago, rabbis sat
together and thought about this
question . . . Finally someone
opened the Bible and found a
verse written by the prophet
Micah. And what did Micah think
were the three most important
things which we must do to be
good men?”

The girl: 'To act fairly ... to
love kindness ... to be respectful
before our God."

Then we all recited A1 chet—-
the acknowledgement of wrong-
doing—in the simple words of
children . .

. “For the wrong

which we have done we are sorry
... sorry for every time we cheat-
ed ..

. sorry for every time we
hurt the feelings of others .

.
.

sorry for every time we did not
help when we could have helped
. . . sorry for every time we used
God’s name in vain.”

That was about all of it, and
all of us elders among these kids
were feeling a lot more cleansed
than they did under the long re-
petitive downpour of Yom Kippur
words in the traditional service. It
was a most rewarding Yom Kip-
pur hour and I wasn't alone in
sensing the reward. An elderly
gentleman was saying, "You
know, Segal, maybe the old Yom
Kippur ritual could be revised to
the beautiful, untheological. sim-
plicity of what these kids have
just been saying to God. Maybe
you can suggest it in your column,

but maybe a lot of the rabbis
would be down on you for that."

This children’s Yom Kippur
service so beautifully written by
Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut is pub-

lished at, St. Paul, Minn, by the
family of the late Louis Plepler
“as a tribute to perpetuate his
love for children and his deep

concern for their religious train-
ing.” I think it’s the loveliest of
memorials.

My grandson Paul was the male
reader of the service on the altar.
Now, for the sake of peace in our
household, I must mention others
of my grandchildren who were

there with me: What would their
mamas say to me if I ignored

these kids . . . "What kind of
grandpa are you, anyway?" Yes,

the other grandchildren in the
temple that hour: Jan# Betty,

Karin, Rickey, Ann.

Israel: Short on Munitions,

But Aitzehs Are Plentiful

(Continued from Page 1)

Sometimes people seek “ait-
zehs” from the embassy. An in-
ventor wanted to know how to
interest Israelis in purchasing his
“chicken-flicking machine.” The
machine was described as one that
automatically picked chickens.

Some “big givers” provide the
Israel authorities with many

“aitzehs.” The ones the embassy

likes best are those that provide
helpful guidance on how Israel
should conduct its diplomacy.
Perhaps these are filed in the
Foreign Office at Jerusalem
under the heading “policy ait-
zehs.”

The State Department some-
times provides a few “aitzehs.”
Henry A. Byroade, former Assist-
ant Secretary of State, is remem-
bered in this connection. Byroade.
now U. S. Ambassador to Egypt,

once made a speech containing

“aitzehs” for Israel and the Arabs
alike. Israel was given suggestions
on admission of immigrants, etc.
Today, Byroade finds himself in
apparent need of some “aitzehs”
since his mission in Egypt has
not been too successful.

The Kremlin gives Egypt the
arms and Israel the “aitzehs." Six
paragraphs of “aitzehs” were pub-
lished in the November 1 issue of
the Daily Worker. Israel was ad-
vised “to cooperate with all forces
to maintain the peace.” This ap-
parently means that Israel should j
cooperate with the Soviet bloc
program arming Egypt against Is-
rael. Perhaps Israel should loan
Russia the ships to transport the
munitions to Egypt. Comes the
revolution and we will all give
“aitzehs.”
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Dr. Dov Joseph, Minister of Develop
ment of the State of Israel, arrived at
New York's Idlewild Airport this week
from Israel aboard an El Al Israel Afr
lines plane, to take part in the campaign
for State of Israel Bonds. One of Israeli
outstanding statesmen, Dr. Joseph It
wellknown to Americans, and hat bees
one of Israel's leading spokesmen tinea
the establishment of the State,
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